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                             Czech Republic
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

OF THE SEMI-FINALS AND CANDIDATES’ TOURNAMENTS 

OF THE WORLD CORRESPONDENCE CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP

     9th January, 2003

Dear chessfriends,

As you have already been informed, the ICCF Congress 2002 in Seixal, Portugal decided to make a revolutionary change in the existing system of the World Championship tournaments. 

This new system came into force at 1st January, 2003, together with the new ICCF Tournament Rules which have replaced the former “ICCF Rules of Play” and set the new criteria for qualifications. 

Main features of the new system

The names of the stages of the World Championships have been changed. From 1st January, 2003 we  have the Semi-Final Tournaments and the Candidates‘ Tournaments (previous ¾-Finals). In line with the generally valid principle of an inadmissible retroaction of rules, the names of the running tournaments won’t be changed.

The Title Tournaments Commissioner (TTC) will collect entries of qualified players and start permanently the Semi-Final and Candidates’ Tournaments sections throughout the year (with exceptions stated below), as soon as there is a sufficient number of qualifiers wishing to begin play in the section, using their preferred method of transmission of moves (i. e. post or Email transmission), of course with observation of all necessary criteria for categories, norms etc. All kind of information with regard to the category of the tournament, title norms and promotional provisions will be given in the start documents.

As before, all entries must be processed via the ICCF Delegates in the member countries. This means that the ICCF Delegates are obliged to collect entries and to forward them to the TTC throughout the whole year. 
For the Semi-Final and Candidates’ Tournaments, there will be no deadlines for entries and the players will be entitled to present their entries any time throughout the year. There won’t be any special announcements of the Semi-Finals and Candidates’ Tournaments any more, except for this generally valid announcement published in the beginning of every calendar year.

As a rule, no Semi-Final and Candidates’ tournaments will be started in the periods from 15th March till 15th April and from 15th September till 15th October of every calendar year (the periods when new rating lists are prepared / published).
The special nomination places based on the Olympiad results have been cancelled and only individual tournaments will apply for the World Championship qualifications.

Each Member Federation will be allowed to nominate 2 (two) players (quota) for the Semi-Finals, in each calendar year. Additionally, for Federations declaring 200+ members (according to the membership fee statistics) for previous year, 1 extra Member Federation Nomination (MFN) will be allowed, for Federations declaring 500+ members – 2 extra MFN, for 1000+ members – 3 extra MFN, for 2000+ members – 4 extra MFN and for 5000+ members – 5 extra MFN. No Member Federation Nominations are allowed for the Candidates‘ tournaments.

Information on qualifications for all World Championship stages will be given in the „Table of Qualifiers“ which has been published on the ICCF website since September, 2002 and will be regularly updated. The received and confirmed MFN will also be entered in this database. Besides, special records on the received and confirmed MFN will be kept by the TTC. Any erroneously entered qualifications may be removed from the Table of Qualifiers by the next update, without any further consequences.

Recently achieved or omitted qualifications which are not yet included into the Table of Qualifiers will be checked and acknowledged by the TTC. They will be included into the Table by the next update. 

The qualifications reached in postal tournaments can be used in Email tournaments and vice versa. 

The qualifications for the Semi-Finals and for the Candidates’ Tournaments are not limited by time and can be used only once, except for the special qualification provisions based on the World Champion titles, ICCF titles or rating points achieved (see below). 

From one Semi-Final or Candidates’ Tournament, it is only possible to reach one qualification for a further World Championship stage. 

The Ladies Grandmaster and Ladies International Master titles do not entitle their holders to participate in the World Championship Semi-Final or Candidates’ Tournament.

Normally, no ties are broken when considering qualifications for the Semi-Finals and Candidates’ Tournaments. Possible exceptions must be indicated in start documents.

All other principles and / or rulings ie. payment of tournament fees etc. remain unchanged.

Excerpt from the new ICCF Tournament Rules valid from the 1.1.2003

Unfortunately, the Minutes from the ICCF Congress in Seixal has not yet been published. The new „ICCF Tournament Rules“ will be appended to the Minutes, which will be published on the ICCF website and distributed to the Delegates / Email contacts.

In order not to lose more time, an excerpt from the new ICCF Tournament Rules was included into this announcement. In future, only a reference to the respective paragraphs of the Rules will be made.

1.1   Semi – Final of the World Correspondence Chess Championship

1.1.1 To enter a Semi-Final, a player must achieve at least one full qualification or two half qualifications.

1.1.2 
The following shall reach a full qualification to enter a Semi-Final:

a) the participants in one of the previous or running Finals if they have not earned a higher qualification,

b) the participants in one of the previous or running Candidates' Tournaments (3/4-Finals) who have scored at least 30% of the possible points if they have not earned a higher qualification,

c) the participants in the previous or running Semi-Finals who scored at least 60% of the possible points but did not qualify for the Candidates' Tournament,

d) the winners of ICCF World Tournaments - Master Class groups,

e)  the participants in the Final of the latest finished World Cup Tournament who achieved at least 60% of the possible points,

f) the three top finishers from the acknowledged Zonal Championships of the tournament Category below III,

g) the holders of the Correspondence Chess International Master title with fixed ratings above 2450,

h) the holders of the Correspondence Chess Senior Master title,

i) the holders of one Grand Master norm,

j) the players who are entered through their own national organization. In each calendar year, each member Federation will be allowed to nominate 2 (two) players (quota) for the WCCC Semi-Finals. Additionally, for Federations declaring 200+ members (according to the membership fee statistics) for previous year, 1 extra Member Federation Nomination (MFN) will be allowed, for Federations declaring 500+ members – 2 extra MFN, for 1000+ members – 3 extra MFN, for 2000+ members – 4 extra MFN and for 5000+ members – 5 extra MFN,

k) those players who have a fixed rating in the most recent rating list prior to the start date of the particular Semi-Final section in accordance with the level determined by the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner and approved by the ICCF Presidium in the beginning of each calendar year,

Explanations and clarifications:

1.1.2 g)

For the tournaments started from 1.1. till 14.3., the ICCF ratings published as at 1.10. of the previous year will apply.

For the tournaments started from 16.4. till 14.9., the ICCF ratings published as at 1.4. of the current year will apply.

For the tournaments started from 16.10. till 31.12., the ICCF ratings published as at 1.10. of the current year will apply.

The qualifications according to this rule will not be published in the “Table of Qualifiers”, as it is supposed that the players are aware of their IM titles and ratings achieved. 

1.1.2 h)

This qualification is permanent and good for life.

The qualifications according to this rule will not be published in the “Table of Qualifiers”, as it is supposed that the players are aware of their SIM titles achieved.

1.1.2 i)

This qualification is permanent and good for life. 

According to the former “ICCF Rules of Play”, it was possible to achieve a GM title for those players who gained only one grandmaster result in an international title tournament with at least 14 games (provided that they had a fixed rating of at least 2550), or for the FIDE Grandmasters without a published ICCF rating but with a FIDE rating of at least 2600 prior to the commencement of the tournament(s). In the new “ICCF Tournament Rules”, these rulings were removed.

Consequently, this ruling affects those players who

· are holders of the ICCF GM title but fulfilled the GM norm only once,

· are not yet holders of the ICCF GM title but have already fulfilled one GM norm.

1.1.2 k)

For the tournaments started from 1.1. till 14.3., the ICCF ratings published as at 1.10. of the previous year will apply.

For the tournaments started from 16.4. till 14.9., the ICCF ratings published as at 1.4. of the current year will apply.

For the tournaments started from 16.10. till 31.12., the ICCF ratings published as at 1.10. of the current year will apply.

The qualifications according to this rule will not be published in the “Table of Qualifiers”, as it is supposed that the players are aware of their ratings achieved. 

For the year 2003, the level of ICCF rating is set on 2570+.
1.1.3 
The following shall reach a half qualification to enter a Semi-Final:

a) those players who achieve 2nd place in a Master Class group,

b) those players who achieved 1st place in a 7 player Master Class group (old Master Class tournaments).

1.1.4 Normally, the Semi-Final sections shall consist of 13 participants.

1.2   Candidates' Tournaments

1.2.1 
The following shall be entitled to enter the Candidates' Tournament:

a) the participants of one of the previous or running Finals who scored at least 50% of the possible points,

b) the participants in the previous or running Candidates' Tournaments (3/4-Finals) who scored at least 60% of the possible points but did not qualify for the Final,

c) the winners and runners-up in every Semi-Final group according to the start lists of the particular Semi-Final tournaments,

d) the winners and runners-up in every acknowledged Zonal Championship according to the paragraph 1.2.2,

e) the first and second placed players in the latest finished World Cup Tournament,

f) all previous World Correspondence Chess Champions,

g) those players who have at least twice fulfilled the Correspondence Chess Grandmaster norm,

h) those players who have a fixed rating in the most recent rating list prior to the start date of the particular section of the Candidates’ Tournament in accordance with the level determined by the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner and approved by the ICCF Presidium in the beginning of each calendar year.

1.2.2 For the qualifications from the acknowledged Zonal Championships according to the paragraph 1.2.1 d, the following rulings will apply:

a) from all acknowledged Zonal Championships of Category VII to VIII, the top three finishers will promote to the Candidates’ Tournament,

b) from all acknowledged Zonal Championships of Category V to VI, the top two finishers will promote to the Candidates’ Tournament,

c) from all acknowledged Zonal Championships of Category III to IV, only the winner will promote to the Candidates’ Tournament.

1.2.3 Normally, the Candidates’ Tournament sections shall consist of 13 participants.

Explanations and clarifications:

1.2.1 d)

This ruling applies for the Zonal Championships started after 1.1.2003. For those started before 1.1.2003, the promotional provisions stated in the start documents will be respected.

1.2.1 f)

This qualification is permanent and good for life. 

1.2.1 g)

This qualification is permanent and good for life.
1.1.2 k)

For the tournaments started from 1.1. till 14.3., the ICCF ratings published as at 1.10. of the previous year will apply.

For the tournaments started from 16.4. till 14.9., the ICCF ratings published as at 1.4. of the current year will apply.

For the tournaments started from 16.10. till 31.12., the ICCF ratings published as at 1.10. of the current year will apply.

The qualifications according to this rule will not be published in the “Table of Qualifiers”, as it is supposed that the players are aware of their ratings achieved. 

For the year 2003, the level of ICCF rating is set on 2600+.

The ICCF Presidium asks all ICCF Delegates to publish this very important announcement in the national CC magazines, on the websites of the Member Federations and to introduce the new system to the players in any other appropriate way. 

The contact person for any questions and / or clarifications is the ICCF Title Tournament Commissioner Josef Mrkvicka, titletourn@iccf.com.

Amici sumus!

Josef Mrkvicka

ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner

