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@ Twin-turbo t'ﬁiOZ
® TSL’s modified 22B -
® Flaming-hot Almera GTi
@ MR2 Turbo-engined Starlet
Free poster and 2004 calendar

Mid-engined, rear-wheel drive Micra



EVIL TWIN
Running a mid-engined BTCC
Primera powerplant, this is the most
wicked Micra ever built

HISTORY LESSON
We tell you how to be certain of an
import’s history

28 COLOUR CONCEPT
Josh Nixon's Integra shatters the
theory that owners of blue cars are
reserved, careful and considerate

34 MXITUP

HKS, RX-7, Mazdaspeed and even
Saab bits were all part of drawing
280bhp out of Barry Rolfe’s MX-5

.2 PROTECT & SURVIVE
The chances of keeping a clean
driving licence are reducing every
day, so how can you protect it?

— _ 36 TWIN BILLING
- ; The De Guzman twins created one of
the most unique Celicas in Canada

PLANB
You have to be brave to modify an
Impreza 22B, but TSL's example
proves the best can be bettered

FRLAME-ERA
A well modified Almera GTi is rare
enough but one that shoots out six-
foot flames is one of a kind

) HYBRID THEORY
This may resemble a Starlet GT Turbo
but it packs a knockout hybrid punch
with a 420bhp MR2 Turbo engine

5 OUT TO LAUNCH
What is launch control, how is it
fitted, and can it help you accelerate

from standstill like a WRC car?

TURBO TWOSOME
Beneath the 350Z’s svelte body lie evil
twins, GReddy’s twin-turbo conversion

ON THE DOWN LOW
Lowering is an vital mod, but who'd
have thought there was so much to it?
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FREAK OR UNIQUE?

A 486bhp R33 Skyline GT-S with a
GT-R body kit owned by Unique
Products. Is it a freak, unique, or both?
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>UBS
Try out our home delivery service,
just subscribe and we’ll deliver
Banzai straight to your door

NEWS
Xmas is coming, so take advantage
of our directory and treat yourself to
all the latest goodies and gadgets

LETTERS
A forum to voice your opinions or
have a rant about whatever niggles
you about the modding scene

ST REETLIFE
Send us pics of your latest project
and we'll show 'em off for you

MOTORSPORT
We bring you a round-up of the WRC,
plus next year's dates for your diary
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Okoy, | know, | know. | did
Suboru o bt of o disservice
last month by suggesting thok
they hodnt dominoted the

World Rolly Chaompionship in
quite the some monner os
they hod in previous ysars.

At the time of writing,
Petbter Solberg wos beaginning
to moke on impression on the
sarigs ond looked as iF his
fortunes might iImprove.
Howewvear, the point | was
Erying to moke wos Ehokb

Suboru and Mitsubishi were no
longer tEhe dominont Force
they once were. And then
Solberg tokes the
championship to prove

me wrong...

Mow | could defend my
positlon by polnting out Ehob
he wos in o Four-woy Fight in
o chompionship thot wos
closer Ehan it'd beaen in many
yeors. And thot he took the
title ofter Losb hod been
commanded Eo bock ofF in
ordaer to clinch the
monufocturers” ticle For
Citroen. Buk | wor'k.

Insteod, we'll congraotulote o
worthy winner ond celebrote
his victory.

Greg Emmerson
EdiEor

CLUBS
Add these dates to your social
calendar and join the many
enthusiasts on the club circuit

ICE
Want some unique entertainment
for your ride? Check this out

SPECIALIST
Forget trying to fumble through
yourself, just ask the experts

QRASSIFIED
Have a gander here — you might
even find your next project car




You have to be brave to modify an Impreza
=28, but TSL's spectocular exaomple
proves the best can be bettered. -

WORDS: Joe Clifford PHOTOS: Gary Hawkins




5 it sacrilegious to modify a 228, a car of
which only 400 examples were made? Not if
it's modified sympathetically, respectful of
what the car is to Impreza enthusiasts. In
view of that, we're sure TSL Motorsport's
228 is causing the Subaru world to jump up
and down in delight rather than apoplexy.
And if you count tumed heads as a measure of
success, just pootling down the high street results
in more attention than a streaker.

Heart of the beast is the 2.2 litre EJ22 engine which,
in TSL's opinion, is one of the finest, most tunabile units
Subaru has produced. It comes with steel gaskets and
a roller-bearing turbo as standard and responds
exceptionally wall to basic more in/more out tuning.
Building on these features, TSL wanted a 22B that was
easy to build, sasy to drive and easy to live with, Who
dossn't want an easy life, eh?

On the ‘more in’ side, TSL has fitted & Blue panel
filter. This iz made by Green (yes, that confused us for a
second) to T5L's own spec. Basically, it's halfway
betwesn road- and GrpA-spec to balance flow rate with
filtration. Values drawn from wiring in the air mass meter
to a MaoTeC MB00 ECU leads TSL to believe that this
panel filter flows more air than any other induction kit
the company has tried, Subsequently, Green has made
a produchon kit which matches this panel’s flow, but
that’s a few months from production reality. Watch this
space, then, for more details of that kit,

As for 'more out’, it bagins with & TSL tubular manifold.
Rather than build an egual length manifold for ultimate
power, it was designed so the pipes were slightly unseqgual
to retain the off-beat note people expect a Subary engine
o produce. It loses 2-3bhp this way, but if you can spot
that missing from a 350bhp-or-so0 Impreza then you must
be superhuman, A 75mm section Grpf downpipe with
open neck collector expels gas from the turbo before
tapering to a 5S1mm straight-through centre section, The
final flourish is a TSL Firestorm stainless steel exhaust
which we've heard is the UK's best-selling back box.

Elsewhere in the engine bay, we find pizzazz in the
form of MHW hose overbraiding, Spec-R alloy products
with lacquer coating by Spray Station and a Turbosmart
Megasonic {twin trumpet) blow-off valve. This latter
product serves more than a cosmetic purpose,
releasing excess turbo pressure as the MoTeC MS00D
ECL has been programmed to run the turbine up to
1.7bar peak and a sustained 1.2bar. Another interesting
detail is the use of gold WRC-spec bolts for ancillary
engine items = they only weigh about a gramme each
but are extremely strong.




IDENTIFICATION CARD

',: EMNGIMNE: EJ#2 2.2 litre, TSL tubular manifold, GrpA downpipe, TSL Blee panel fitter, MHW
| overbraiding kit, Spec-R alloy products with colouned lacgquer coating by Speay Station, MoTeC M300
| ECA, B&M short-shift mechanism, twin-plate clutch

| CHASSIS: 7.5x18" Arozpeed Riot Hyperblack with ET45 shod in 245/35 Toyo Proxes T1-5 tyres,
eda emulsified gas coilovers, STi front strut brace, TSL lower front brace, TSL rear upper and hooawer

| strut braces. TSLHI-5 -pot front calipers with 355mm grooved discs and Ferodo DS2500 pads,

| standard two-pot calipers with Grp#l Brambo 200mm disc and Ferada DS2500 pads, Goodridae brake

| lines, Powerflex urethane bushes

| EXTERIOR: Karbontec carbon bonnet with carbon vents and sco0p, TSL carbon front bumper,
| Orciari front chin spoiler, Morrette headlamps, TSL side lamp conversion, futoart smoked indicators and
| side repeaters, Autoart rear lenses, Raliytech carbon Grpd mimors

| INTERIOR: Corbeau Revolution bucket seats on Fl&-approved mounts, Sparco gear knob, Sparco
- stearing wheal and boss, Nitosport carbon dash pigces, TSL carbon threa-gawsge dash-top pod with
| 52mm oil temperature, ol pressure and boost pressure gauges, STi pedal kit

| COMTRLCT: T5L Motorsport (0115 937 7201 or www_tsl-motorsport

Talking of gold, much as we like the original 228
wheels, they’re not a patch on these 7.5x18" Arospeed
Riot alloys. They come in a Hyperblack finish which is
halfway betweaen regular r and full-on chrome. If
yoL've never saen t al before, that's bacause this
i= the first sat in the LIK, Wide 245/ ction Toyo Proxes
T1-5 tyres — the only tyre TSL recommends — are

has been
rs for both
Squarer
car to really dive into corners.
erts more pivotal pressure on the
5 have been employed to
keap the car handli eetly. The insarts are filled with
an emuls { o offer the damping
quality of oil and the ride qlﬁlltl.' of gas. Powerflax
bushes then remove any play in the chassis
components. Obviously, the setup is harder than
standard, but the Ledas offer a good B-road
compromise, home territory for a rally-derived 228,
Four strut braces — upper and lower, front and rear
— combine with the seam-welded 22B bodyshell to
provide a super-stiff structure which allows the
suspansion to work efficiently.

Befora concluding the chassis details, we mu

forget one of the most important performance

n, made by Hi-:

with a 355mm groow
52500 pads. Just enough grooves
5 to face off the pads

with the identical Ferodo pads are employed on the
ear, togather with a GrpMN 290mm Brembo disc.
Goodridge braided hoses ara also used on all
four com
1 modify the exterior of the

Quite easily, actuall
though you've got to know whean
W thml-. T5L has got It spot on by
& partially colour- Karbortec
bonnet fincluding vents and scoop) |
and TSL carbon front bumper. Beneath
the bumper hang Orcian chin
spoiler. The centra joint is an intarim
rnea.sura until & lengthenad, single itam

an be I'I'I=ll.'.|F' tD allow fior the ‘s wider
b-l:u:ly».-.ru k. C eatures on the
Rallytech GrpA door mimrors, while the
lights= bean updated with various
Maorrette and Autoart products,
Emphasising the car's rally genes are the

Corbeau Revolution seats. Bucket in the truest s
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