The God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob 3: “Abram & Lot separate”

Genesis ch.13:1-18

Introduction

Last week we saw Abram coming through his first test after the Lord had called him to follow Him. It was a famine in the land of Canaan—the land that God had called Abram to go to. When the famine struck, Abram didn’t seek any guidance from God, he just got up and headed down to Egypt. He began to use all kinds of deception and ended up putting his wife Sarai in danger by getting her to say she was only his sister and not his wife. She ended up in Pharaoh’s Harem, while Abram ended up getting loads of cattle and live-stock out of the whole deal. Anyhow God stepped in and rescued them both and got them out of Egypt. Even though they didn’t deserve it, God was still looking after them and being true to the promises he had made to Abram at the beginning of chapter 12. 

I said that Abram and Sarai got sorted out, but there were still consequences to their 

disobedience that they still had to face for many years to come. I told you that:

- Abram didn’t learn his lesson. He tried it again with Abimelech in ch.20:1-18.

- His own Son Isaac later tried the very same scheme in ch.26:1-11.

- Sarai brought back an Egyptian maid Hagar who later caused problems (ch.16).

- Increased flocks and wealth became a bone of contention with Lot (ch.13).

It’s that story that we’re going to look at today in Genesis ch.13. But we need to hear this loud and clear today. There is always a price to pay for our sin and disobedience. The Principle that we find clearly set out in Scripture still stands firm: “You reap whatever you sow.” I said that this is as true in the believer’s life as it is in the unbeliever’s. We can’t get away from it. God was gracious and brought Abram out of Egypt unscathed, even though he didn’t deserve it. But Abram still had to live with the consequences of his actions. And so do we! In many ways this incident with Lot was another test for Abram.

1.   A New Beginning (v.1-4)                                                                                            We saw in v.1-4, how Abram retraced his steps back from Egypt, up through the deserts of the Negev, with his wife and everything that he had, and then we read “and Lot went with him.” So far in the story of Abram all we know is that Lot is tagging along everywhere Abram goes, from Ur of the Chaldees to Haran, from Haran to Canaan, from Canaan to Egypt, and now he accompanies him back up to Canaan again. Chapter 13 is going to deal with Abram’s relationship with Lot once and for all. But I said this was a new beginning for Abram, and it was. We read in v.2 that Abram has become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold as a result of his time in Egypt. And it is those very riches that are going to cause the problems in this chapter, and yet at the same time God is going to use those riches as the means to once and for all separate Abram from Lot. Only then will Abram really be able to grow in grace, and become the man of God that he was called to be. As I also pointed out the last time, Abram made his way up through the Negev and back to Canaan, back to the very spot where he had first set up an altar to the Lord. That place was near Bethel which means “The House of God.” There Abram calls on the name of the Lord at the place where he had first worshipped God. Now I know that this isn’t where God first called Abram, so we might be wrong to say this was the place where Abram was converted to God and became a believer, but I do think the point I am just about to make is a valid one. Can I ask you, do you remember the place where you were saved? Where you first asked the Lord to be your Saviour?              

For me it was my bedroom in Cookstown in Co. Tyrone. There as a child of 7 I asked my older brother, David, how to get saved, and then I asked my mother as well, and they both told me to thank the Lord for dying on the cross for my sins, tell him I was sorry for my sins, and ask him to come into my life and forgive me, and be my Saviour. I remember it was 10:00 at night (that’s why my mother had come in to tell us to get to sleep!) and it was 1st January 1974. That’s where I first sought the Lord for myself. If you like, that’s where I first called on the name of the Lord. And you know from time to time its important to go back to that place. (Not literally, since its someone else’s bedroom now). But in my mind’s eye it’s good to go back to that moment in time and remember how the Lord saved me. Can I ask you, is there anything like that in your life? Was there ever a moment like that when you personally asked the Lord Jesus to come into your life and be your Lord and Saviour, when you trusted in Him for salvation. It’s alright believing about Jesus and going to church etc, but there has to be a moment you can look back to, and know that at that moment, in that place, you were saved. Here Abram returns to the very place where he had first built an altar, and there he calls on the name of the Lord again. He goes back to the Lord, and he gets sorted out with the Lord, after his time in Egypt, when he had stepped out of God’s will for his life and done his own thing. This was Abram’s new beginning.       


I wonder this morning, do you need to make a new beginning with God?                

Has something come into your life, or something happened in your life, that you know is just down right wrong. Isn’t it time this morning, before we go any further, for you to call on the name of the Lord, like Abram did, and get it sorted out once and for all. If you have sinned, if you have backslidden, if you have got involved in something you know you shouldn’t be involved in, then now, this morning, is the time to sort it out with God, do it now! If you’re prepared to make a new beginning with God just now, then He will honour that, and he’ll give you a fresh new start, and a chance to do things differently from here on. 


Do you, like Abram, need to make a new beginning with God today?     
2.    A New Burden (v.5-13)                                                                                         Whenever we’re prepared to make a new beginning with God, and whenever we’re 

serious about it, then God will take us at our word, and begin to do something new in our lives. And that’s exactly what he did in Abram’s life, here in Genesis ch.13. Here we come back to the issue of Lot. As I said all Lot has done so far is tag along with Abram and Sarai wherever they went. He hasn’t really featured in the story so far. But remember when Abram was first called, back in Ur of the Chaldees, one of the things God told him to do very specifically was to leave his people and his father’s household, and go to the land that he would show him. (Gen.12:1). Now that included Lot. Instead of Abram and Sarai setting out on their own to follow God, they brought Terah, Abram’s father, and Lot, his nephew, with them. Terah held them back from following God until he died in Haran. But Lot is still with them. And now he’s going to become a potential obstacle in Ch.13. Lot had gone down to Egypt with them, and he had become wealthy in terms of flocks and herds and tents as well as Abram. (v.5). So Abram has grown wealthy and much increased in goods as a result of their time in Egypt, but so has Lot. And this is the new burden that we read about in v.6. “But the land could not support them, while they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together.” Now that was problem enough, but then in the next verse we read that: “Quarrelling broke out between Abram’s herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot.” So now their servants are arguing and bickering because of their increased possessions. You know some people think that if they had more of this, or more of that, then they’d be happy. Just a wee bit more money coming in, or more land, or more cattle, or a bigger house or whatever. They think that will bring them more happiness. Well nothing could be further from the truth. Look what Paul says to Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:3-10. Sometimes riches only bring trouble with them. That was the experience of Abram and Lot. We’re also told another little detail in v.7. Abram was very concerned about this quarrelling because the Canaanites and Perizites were also living in the land at that time. Abram’s fear was that if word got out that Abram and Lot were divided that they would be an easy target for an invasion from these surrounding enemies. “United we stand,   Divided they could fall.” So Abram sees the urgency to do something about the situation. So in v.8-9 Abram sets out his plan to Lot. He says, 


“Let’s not have any quarrelling between you and me,              


or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers.”  

So Abram wanted an end to the quarrelling for a start. And sometimes that’s a big enough thing to ask for. Sometimes it’s hard enough to get—an end to the quarrelling —so some agreement can be reached to sort the matter out. 

But then Abram makes a suggestion—and a very generous offer it was too. He says,                                          

“Is not the whole land before you? Let’s part company.           

If you go to the left, I’ll go to the right; if you go to the right, I’ll go the left.”  So Abram was giving Lot a free hand to pick the best of the land for himself. It seems very generous. After all it was Lot and his herdsmen who started the quarrel. But I think that Abram was acting in faith here. He wasn’t just making an empty offer, or even a very generous one. I think for the first time Abram was really trusting God. He was beginning to believe some of the promises that God had made to him back in Ch.12. He was beginning to realise that God could be trusted to work those promises out. Maybe his experience in Egypt had taught him that much. That God had been true to his promise, and even though Abram didn’t deserve it, God had rescued him and Sarai out of the mess they had got themselves into. Well here they were in another mess, this time not of their making, so Abram was going to trust God to work it out. God had promised in Genesis 12:7 
“To your offspring I will give this land.”                             

And Abram was going to believe that. Lot wasn’t his offspring, he was his nephew, but nevertheless God had promised the land to him and to his seed, so Abram rested in that fact. That meant he didn’t have to hold onto the land for grim death. Lot could have whatever he wanted of it, Abram knew that God would be true to his promise and work it out. So what did Lot do? Well in v.10 we read that,               


“Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar.”            (This was before Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by the Lord. It certainly wasn’t like that when these words were being written down later by Moses.) 

But did you notice what Lot thought about the Jordan valley. Did you see what he was comparing it to. “It was like the Garden of the Lord”—that’s the Garden of Eden, which was no longer, but it had been situated in Mesopotamia, where Lot and Abram had come from in Haran and Ur. He was hankering back to where he had come from. And did you see what else he thought— “It was like the land of Egypt.” Lot might have come up out of Egypt with Abram and Sarai just a short time before this, but maybe he hadn’t wanted to come back. Maybe he would have been quite happy to stay there, only Pharaoh threw them out of the country. We find from these two statements that Lot’s heart was not set on what God wanted at all, but on what he wanted. His heart was very much on the things of this world. He was being basically selfish and worldly when he chose the well-watered plain of Jordan—the whole plain, and left the rugged, rocky, parched hill-country of Canaan for Abram. And so with Lot taking full advantage of Abram’s generous offer the two men part company. But notice the down-ward spiral of Lot straight away: He parted company with Abram, set out toward the East, then he lived among the cities of the plain, then he pitched his tents near Sodom, and then we’re told that the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord. But that’s where Lot chose to go and live, to raise a family. In the end of course we know that his daughters were engaged to two men of Sodom, his wife turned into a pillar of salt for looking back when they were told to leave Sodom, and Lot ended his days in a cave having had incestuous relationships and produced children to both of his daughters. What a way to live! And yet that is where he ended up when he put his desire for earthly possessions and wealth, before any thought of what God wanted for his life. There’s a warning here for each one of us. Don’t sacrifice your walk with God, for anything that this world has to offer. It never works out better! Lot went from bad to worse, but Abram was given…

3.    A New Blessing (v.14-18) 

Now Abram was finally in a position that God could do something for him. Finally God has Abram on his own, and now he’s going to make him into a man of God. 

Lot might have taken the best of the land, but God hadn’t given it to him. Here he promises Abram again that it is still going to be his. You see we cannot thwart God’s purposes, or overturn His promises—it just doesn’t work like that. God has a way of turning our schemes on their head, if we try to do things our own way. We read in v.14 that... 


“The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, ‘Lift up your eyes 


from where your are and look north and south, east and west. All the land 


that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. I will make your 


offspring like the 
dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, 


then your offspring could be counted. Go walk through the length and 


breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.”

Have you ever noticed how God says just the right thing, just when we need to hear it?

I think God was reassuring Abram here that he’d done the right thing as far as Lot was concerned. Lot chose to go East and take the very best of the land for his cattle. But God says to Abram I’m going to give you all the land—all you can see—North, South, West and East as well. Lot might think it’s his now, but he’s wrong. God was giving it all to Abram’s offspring forever. Of course Abram still didn’t have any offspring yet, but God keeps promising him that one day he will have some. Abram just has to keep believing!

So what does Abram do in response to what God has just said to him? Well in v.18 we read that he moves his tents once more and he goes to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, and there again he builds another altar to the Lord. The name Hebron means “Fellowship”. Fellowship was something that Abram was going to enjoy with the Lord, but it was something that Lot knew nothing about. Abram might not have got the best land at the end of the day, but he did have a good close relationship with His God. Lot did get the best land, but he had no relationship or fellowship with God worth talking about. 

Conclusion

Can I ask you which do you think is more important -  

All this world has to offer, and no relationship with God, or

 a good relationship with God, but settling for less of this world?
