The God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob 4: 
“Abram rescues Lot”

Genesis ch.14:1-15:1
Introduction

Abram and Lot have just parted company in ch.13. Lot has chosen the well watered plain of Jordan, and Abram is left with the Hill country of Hebron. He has pitched his tents near the great trees of Mamre, where he also builds an altar to the Lord (13:18). So Lot has chosen to live as close to the world as possible, Abram had chosen to live as close to the Lord as possible. However no sooner has Lot left Abram, than he realises that he needs him after all in ch.14. It is a strange Chapter, and yet it has something to teach us all this morning. 
We can break it up into 3 or 4 sections to help us understand it.

1. The Rout of the Kings (v.1-12)
The chapter begins with five kings fighting against four. The Five Kings came from the valley in which Lot has just chosen to live. So it might have been a place of great beauty and well watered pastures, but it was also a very dangerous place to be! The Other Four Kings came from the areas around Haran and Ur that Abram and Lot had just left. The Kings are all named for us: Amraphel of Shinar, Arioch of Ellasar, Kedorlaomer of Elam, and Tidal of Goiim. They went to war against Bera of Sodom, Birsha of Gomorrah, Shinab of Admah, Shemeber of Zeboiim and the king of Bela or Zoar. It was these last five Kings who all came from the Valley of Siddim the area around the Salt Sea or the Dead Sea, where Lot had just gone to live. They joined forces to rebel against King Kedorlaomer from Elam, who had kept them all under subjection for the past 13 years.

Verses 5-7, outline all the victories that Kedorlaomer had just won, before these kings rebelled against him. So he must have been quite a considerable opponent, if he had already conquered all of the peoples mentioned in vs.5-7. The Rephaites, The Zuzites, The Emites, the Horites - not to mention the Amalekites and the Amorites. Kedorlaomer must have been like the superpower of Abram’s day. Not someone to mess with! He might have been tired, but still very confident after all his victories.
It was at this point that the five kings of the Valley of Siddim (Sodom and Gomorrah) decided to take their chance and go out to face up to Kedorlaomer who had held them down all these years. They thought he would be tired after all his fighting, and this was their chance to strike. But Kedorlaomer and his friends weren’t as tired as they thought, and they chased the five kings from the Valley. But the Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits and when the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some of their men fell into the pits, and the rest of them fled for their lives to the mountains. Of course Sodom and Gomorrah were then wide open to be plundered, and that’s exactly what happened. And what’s more, Lot and all his possessions were carried off as well because he had chosen to go and live near Sodom. So Abram’s nephew who had come with him all the way from Ur of the Chaldees to Haran, to Canaan, and then down to Egypt and back again, had now settled near wicked Sodom, and in the process he has gone and got himself captured, and he’s probably now on his way back to Mesopotamia, where he had first come from! 
So the question is, “What should Abram do now?” Should he just let him go, after all he had just robbed him of the best of the land, or should he go after him and try to get him back? I wonder what you and I would have done? 
For example sometimes there are all sorts of struggles go on over land even here in rural Ireland. Sometimes it’s an inheritance that has been left to one member of the family and the others have been left out, or sometimes it’s neighbours who have been bidding for a piece of land, and one out-bids the other, they get it all, and the other gets none. Well how do you react whenever that happens? Do you hold a grudge for a while, or do you break off all contact or communication, and let things wrangle on like a festering sore for years afterwards? Well I’m sure humanly speaking that’s a bit like the situation Abram found himself in as far as Lot was concerned. God had promised him all the land he could see all around him, and yet because of the rows and squabbles between Lot’s herdsmen and his in ch.13, he had made the offer to Lot to take the first choice of the land for himself. So Lot, showing no regard for his uncle Abram whatsoever says “Right, I’ll have the whole well-watered pastures of the Jordan valley” and off he goes to live near Sodom leaving Abram with the rocky hillsides of Hebron. And yet here’s the crunch now – Lot has been captured and carried off along with all his livestock and possessions. Should Abram “let him stew in his own juice,” as we would say? Is it a case of “Serves him right!” or “He got himself into this mess, so he can get himself out of it!” I wonder what your attitude would have been if you were in Abram’s shoes?
2. The Rescue of Lot (v.13-16)
Well it’s in v.13 that someone escapes from the Valley of Siddim and comes to tell Abram the news about Lot’s capture. So this is somebody from Sodom and Gomorrah coming to ask Abram for his help to get Lot and his possessions back. But what could Abram do against so many even if he was inclined to help despite all Lot had done? 
Well we’re told in v.13-14 that Abram was living near the great trees of Mamre the Amorite – and the Amorites were one of the peoples that Kedorlaomer had just defeated before the kings had rebelled against him, so maybe he had sympathetic help here. We’re also told that Mamre’s brothers or relatives were Eshcol and Aner, and they were all allied with Abram. Together with that we are then told that Abram himself had 318 men who were born in his household who were all trained for battle.

Now of course none of these were Abram’s children, he and Sarai were still childless at this stage. These would have been Abram’s herdsmen and there families, but it gives you an idea of how much the Lord had already blessed Abram by this stage. He had left Ur of the Chaldees, just himself, his wife, his aging father and his troublesome nephew Lot – just the four of them. But throughout their journey, though he had lost his father Terah in Haran, and Lot to Sodom and Gomorrah, yet still the Lord had not only increased Abram in terms of livestock, but in terms of man-power to look after them all - 318 men who were born in his household! But then hadn’t God promised to make Abram great back in ch.12:2 -


“I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you;


I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.”

Here’s further evidence that God was doing just as he said. Abram was already becoming great. But how he handled this incident with Lot, shows his true greatness.

True greatness does not consist in the abundance of our possessions, true greatness is seen in our character, and how we treat other people, especially those who have wronged us or cheated us out of something that was rightfully ours. 

No sooner has Abram heard about Lot’s predicament than he is up and away with his 318 trained men and they’re off in pursuit as far as Dan. Now Dan is away up in the north of the land of Canaan. In fact later on Israel will be defined as the whole territory from Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south. So Abram has travelled quite some distance – perhaps up to 150 miles by the time he catches up with Kedorlaomer and his plunder. But during the night Abram divided his men up into two groups, and using the element of surprise, he attacked them and routed them, pursuing them right up to the north of Damascus. So in other words he sent Kedorlaomer and his friends packing the whole way back to Mesopotamia were they had come from. And in v.16 he recovers all the goods and brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, together with the women and the other people. So he was 100% successful on his mission. Not only did he send the four kings packing, but he got back all they had taken as plunder as well, including his foolish nephew Lot! There is the true greatness of this man. He didn’t let a grudge stand in his way. He didn’t let Lot’s foolishness blind him to his own family responsibilities. He still kept the door open with Lot – he still looked out for him, no matter what he had done.
Now in a sense we have a picture here of a New Testament passage. In 2 Peter 2:7-8, believe it or not, Lot is referred to as a righteous person. Now that’s hard for us to believe at this point in the story, but that’s what the Holy Spirit says about him in the New Testament, so we have to accept it. So if Lot was a righteous person, who lived far too close to the things of this world, then Abram was a righteous man who lived as close as he possibly could to God, even though he had to live in a fallen world. Abram was a Godly believer, Lot was a worldly believer. But here in Genesis 14 we have a picture of Galatians 6:1-10. 
Lot had gone to live so close to the world that he had got himself into great difficulty.

Abram could have said, “It serves you right, it’s your own fault, you’ve made your bed, now you can lie in it!” But that wouldn’t be living to the spirit of Galatians 6. 

If we see a brother – a fellow believer – caught in a sin, if we are spiritual then we must restore him gently – i.e. go after him, and bring him back. But all the time watching ourselves, or we also could be tempted to fall into the same sin. So Abram showed how spiritual he was, even when Lot had shown just how worldly he was.

But remember that phrase in Galatians 6:1, “But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted,” because here in this next section we see Abram being tempted too.
3. The Response of Abram (v.17-24)
Abram has just won a resounding victory over not one, but four kings. That was quite something, for as far as we know it was the first time Abram had ever engaged in battle. But after victory, always comes the temptation. Would Abram give glory to God for his victory, or would he take the credit for himself? Would he think he had won the victory in his own strength, or would he realise that he could have done nothing that day if the Lord had not given the victory into his hands? 

Well he’s faced with a stark choice, because in v.17 The King of Sodom comes out to meet Abram in the Valley of Shaveh (The King’s Valley). And if you skip on to v.21 you see that the King of Sodom – this wicked king, makes Abram an offer. 

“Give me the people and keep the goods for yourself.”

In other words Abram, if you give me my people back that you have just kindly rescued, then I’ll let you keep all the gold and silver, and livestock and everything else for yourself. Abram could have made himself very rich indeed at this point. That was the temptation. But in between v.17 and v.21 – between the King of Sodom appearing and making his offer, another king appeared to Abram – (v.18-20) 

He was Melchizedek, King of Salem, and priest of God Most High. This is the mysterious character that we met in our Bible studies in Hebrews last year – He is a picture of Christ – King of Jerusalem, the holy city, and Priest of God Most High. He was a Priest and a King – just like Jesus. This is at the very least an OT type of Christ, if not an actual OT appearance of Christ. So Abram was being faced with a choice, between Christ and the Devil. At his moment of victory would be do what the Lord wanted, or what the Devil wanted? That was his choice, but it was a very important choice to make.

Melchizedek, this priest-king from Jerusalem or Salem, came out with bread and wine to meet Abram. As a priest he pronounces a blessing upon Abram from God, and in turn blesses God Most High for granting Abram the victory that day and delivering his enemies into his hands. So Melchizedek reminds Abram that he has the blessing of the Most High God – the Creator of heaven and earth resting upon him, that’s why he was victorious, and he then invites Abram to join him in blessing or praising God for the victory he had given him that very day. It was an invitation to give all the glory to God for his victory, rather than taking credit it for it himself. 

So that was Abram’s choice to do what Melchizedek the good king of Salem wanted him to do, or to do what the wicked king of Sodom wanted him to do. And Abram makes his choice. We see it in v.20 


“Then Abram gave him (Melchizedek) a tenth of everything.”
Abram offers to God through Melchizedek the priest-king a tenth or a tithe of everything the Lord had given into his hands that day. This is the first mention of the tithe in the whole of the Bible. It is the principle that should be behind all our giving to the Lord. We give him the first tenth of all our income, as a token that all that we have has come from him, and that all that he gives us including the other 9/10 should be used wisely in his service. We have nothing without him, and we own nothing, but what he has entrusted to us. If you don’t already I would encourage you to think about tithing your income to the Lord. You will never be the poorer for it, and you will be surprised at how far the other 9/10 go, once you have given the first part to the Lord.
It is true that the Tithe is not mentioned in the New Testament, but it’s here in the first book of the OT, and it’s also in the last book of the OT.  - See Malachi 3:6-12.
In other words blessing is promised if we bring the whole tithe to the Lord. If we don’t what we’re really doing is robbing God! Does any of us want to be accused of that? Some people wonder how a church our size can afford to buy this property and build on a new hall, when we’ve only 28 members and 60 people meeting on a Sunday. Well the answer is that we encourage our people to tithe their income – it’s not a rule of membership, but we do encourage it. We believe that God’s work will never lack God’s resources if God’s people are giving to his work in this way. If you don’t tithe, why not start today? God’s says, “They that honour me, I will honour.”
4. The Reassurance of God (15:1)
So Abram made the right choice, he chose to worship God with a tenth of his income, as a token that he was giving God the glory for the victory they had won that day.  And what’s more, he refused to listen to the wicked king of Sodom or to take any of the plunder for himself. He said this in v.22-24:

“I have raised my hand to the Lord, God Most High, Creator of heaven 

and earth, and have taken an oath that I will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a thread or the thong of a sandal, so that you will never be 

able to say, ‘I made Abram rich.’ I will accept nothing but what my men 

have eaten and the share that belongs to the men who went with me –

 to Aner, Eshcol and Mamre. Let them have their share.”

I’m sure you’ll agree from that, Abram acted in a truly honourable way that day.

He would surely have been entitled to as much of the plunder as he wanted after risking his life to bring Lot and the others back. But Abram was looking to the Lord to bless him, not to the kingdoms of this world. He believed in “Seeking first the Kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these things will be added unto you.”
It’s at this point we leave this chapter which at first sight looked so strange, and what were we going to get out of it, but it would be wrong to leave it there without just noticing the very next verse – ch.15:1 were God reassures Abram that he has done the right thing: 
“After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision:


‘Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.”

He told Abram not to be afraid. Well in the light of the fact that he a mere shepherd or cattle-dealer had just fought and won against the super-power of his day, I think you would need to hear a “Fear not” from God himself. What if Kedorlaomer came back for revenge? What if he wasn’t so fortunate the next time? Well God says, “Don’t be afraid Abram,” (why?) because “I am your shield.” God promises to protect Abram. Nothing would happen to him, without the Lord’s say so. He was shielding him from the enemy now. And what’s more, if Abram lay awake at night wondering about the plunder that could have been his – “If only…” God says, not only am I your shield, but I’m also “your very great reward.” Abram said no to the rewards of this world, and God said, “I am your very great reward.” Don’t look to this world for it’s well done, look to the Lord for his, he will prove to be a very great reward, long after the applauds of this world have long since died away.
“What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, but lose his own soul,

or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul.”
Lot might be prepared to risk his soul for this world’s goods. Abram wasn’t! Are you?
