Cavan Baptist Church - Sunday August 11th 2002

Jude vs.1-4
Introduction

This morning we are looking at the first of 3 or 4 studies in the Book of Jude. 
We could call it “Jude the Obscure,” because it is a Book that is not studied very often. But God has put it here for a reason. So I want us over the next few weeks to find out why this letter is here, what is its message, and what does God have to say to us through it today in 2002. First of all we need to ask the question:
1. Who was Jude? (v.1)
Jude is the shortened version of Judas, or Judah. Judah was of course one of the 12 sons of Jacob in the OT, and one of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. So it was obviously a Hebrew name. We know of three possible Jude’s in the NT. The most infamous of course was Judas Iscariot, the man who betrayed Jesus. We know that afterwards he went out and hanged himself, and he couldn’t have called himself a loyal servant or bond-slave of Jesus Christ anyway. There is another Judas, who was also one of the Twelve, and he is referred to in John 14:22 -“Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?”.”
But it wasn’t him either otherwise he would have referred to himself as an Apostle. The only other option is to look at a couple of references where we are told in the Gospels that Jesus had brothers and sisters. For example read Matthew 13:53-57. 
And in John 7:1-5 we discover that while Jesus was on earth his own brothers didn’t believe in who he claimed to be. But did you notice there in Matthew 13:55 that we were told, not just that Jude was another brother of Jesus, but that James was as well. And that is exactly how Jude introduces himself in Jude v.1. But James also wrote a Book in our NT. He starts: “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Why if both these men were clearly brothers, or half-brothers of Jesus, (i.e all born of Mary, but Jesus not having Joseph as his father, but God) why didn’t they introduce themselves as the brothers of Jesus? Why didn’t they make much of their privileged position, as the brothers of the Lord Jesus Christ? Well maybe it was because while Jesus had been on earth they had refused to believe in Him as their Lord and Saviour. It took the Resurrection to change their minds. But as soon as Acts 1:14 they are there with the other disciples praying. By Acts 12 James is the leader of the church in Jerusalem. But maybe it was for another reason. By the end of the 1st C, as the apostles were dying out, the earthly family of Jesus began to be held in a superstitious high honour. They began to be seen as “the holy family,” much as they are today in some circles. But it seems that James and Jude would have none of this. They might have lived under the same roof as Jesus growing up, they might have had the same mother, and same up-bringing, but none of that made them right with God. They certainly weren’t holy when they thought that Jesus was “out of his mind” on one occasion. Only through personal faith in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus did James and Jude come to know what it was to be part of the true family of God, and to be counted among the true brothers and sisters of Christ. We don’t venerate the Holy Family, but we do lift high the Lord Jesus Christ, because its faith in Him alone that saves you, if only you put your trust in Him. 
So we can conclude that the Jude that wrote this letter was born of Mary and Joseph, and was the half brother of Jesus and the full brother of James. Another question….
2. Who did he write this letter to? (v.1-2)
He addresses his letter to a group of people that can be summed up in 3 words: (v.1b)

“The called, the loved, and the kept.” And he wants them to experience 3 things in abundance as well (v.2) “Mercy, peace and love.” Who could he be writing to, and why does he wish them these things in particular?

Well in some Bibles the title of this letter is “The General Epistle of Jude”. That simply means that he wasn’t writing to any particular church or individual but to all Christians living then at that time, and indeed to all Christians of all time since. In other words it is an Open Letter, and it’s for you and me today as much as for anyone else. If you’re a Christian it’s for you, because you can be referred to as

(i) “Those who have been Called.” – By God the Holy Spirit – to personal faith in Christ as your Lord and Saviour.

(ii) “You are Loved by God the Father” – He has set his love upon you, you are accepted in the Beloved Lord Jesus Christ, you remain in his love.

(iii) And you are “Kept by, or for, or in Jesus Christ.” - The One who has loved you, has called you to Himself. You are His, and you are His forever. He not only saves you, but he keeps you as well. Rom.8:37-39.
Jude tells us here that we are kept by Jesus Christ, but later on in v.21 we are told to keep ourselves in God’s love as we wait to be brought to eternal life. And he finishes his letter by rejoicing in the one “who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault, and with great joy – to the only God our Saviour.” So in other words God keeps us, as we keep ourselves in his love.

Are you saved? Do you know what it is to be kept by God in your salvation? 

We couldn’t do it on our own. It’s God who does the keeping. (John 10:28-30).

So if you’re a Christian this morning, then Jude wishes 3 things for you also in v.2,

Mercy: We may be called, loved, and kept by the grace of God, but we still need his mercy every day that we live. We don’t deserve anything that he has done for us. 

We sin every day, even though we’re saved, and so that’s why we need his mercy.

Peace: Peace is what we know in our hearts, because the grace of God has declared us not guilty and the mercy of God goes on turning aside his wrath and giving us peace with God instead. God’s peace assures us that we are right with God.
Love: And it’s all because of God’s Love towards us in Christ. As I said in v.21 we are to keep ourselves in God’s love as we wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring us to eternal life. We’re not home yet. We need to experience more and more of God’s love until we see Him face to face. It’s so easy to get bitter in the Christian life when things happen to us that we think God should have prevented. But it’s only by the mercies of God that we are not consumed. We live in a fallen, wicked world. We will face many of the hardships and heartaches that everybody else faces. It’s only by God’s grace and mercy that he spares us from some of those things. But when we do face bad times and hard times, we need to keep ourselves in God’s love to keep us from becoming bitter. So Jude wishes for us mercy, peace and love. May they be ours in abundance as we continue to look at this letter together. A Third Question…
3. What was his aim in writing this letter? (v.3)
Jude tells us here in v.3 why he set out to write this letter. It looks as if he was starting out to write a Gospel tract. He had a desire to share the Gospel in this letter. He wanted to talk about the salvation we share. He wanted to be positive. He wanted to hold out the Word of Life, The Good News of our Salvation. But in the end he didn’t.

He stopped short for some reason. He felt instead that he had to write something else.

“I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was 
once and for all entrusted to the saints.” 

There in a nutshell is Jude’s reason for writing this letter. He talks about: 

(i) “The Faith”
Notice that he calls the Christian Gospel, “The Faith”, because for Jude and the other Apostles there was only one True Faith, and that was the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. And that should be how we see it too. But we live in an Age when we’re being told that all roads lead to God. “You go your way and I’ll go mine and sure we’ll hope for the best that we’ll all get there in the end.” It is significant that when Elizabeth II was crowned Queen of England and the Commonwealth, she was sworn in as “The Defender of The Faith,” whereas just 50 years later if Charles is ever made King he would like that changed to “defender of faith” – i.e. all faiths. The right for all men to follow whatever faith they want is fine - we call that Liberty of Conscience or Freedom of Religion. But if we are saying that all Faiths are equally valid and all of these different routes lead to God then we are sadly mistaken! The Gospel is an exclusive message. Jesus claims to be the only Son of God and the only way to God (John 14:6). He specifically says that no-one can come to the Father except through Him. That makes the Christian Gospel diametrically opposed to all other Religions.
(ii) “It was once and for all entrusted to the saints”
But Jude goes further. He tells us that This Gospel, This One true Faith, was once and for all entrusted to the saints. In other words The Gospel was a deposit, given or entrusted to the Church of Jesus Christ in the First Century. It has been given to us as a gift, we have been entrusted to look after it, we are not to change it or adapt it, we must maintain it intact, we must share it with integrity and we must pass it on intact to the next generation, otherwise this Message of the One True Faith will be lost forever.

This means that what was deposited with the church in The First Century by Christ and His Apostles is the whole package. It is not to be added to, and it is not to be subtracted from. It was not just a part of God’s revelation, as if it needs to be added to over the years since. It was as we might say in Court, “the Truth, the whole Truth and nothing but the Truth.” We don’t believe in any further revelation after the completion of the New Testament as we have it in our Bibles, therefore, for example we must be wary of anyone who claims to have a Word of Knowledge or a New Revelation from God today that is not already found in The Scriptures. Our Gospel, Our Faith, was once and for all delivered or entrusted to the saints – The Church of Jesus Christ. So…
(iii) “He urges us to contend for it.”
If this is the Only True Faith that there is, if it has been once and for revealed and entrusted to the First Century Apostolic Church, then Jude calls us to fight for it, to stand up for it, to preserve it against all who would want to tamper with it, and above all to loose it and let it go, that it might continue to transform and save many lost souls even yet before Christ comes again. “Contend” is a v. strong word – it means there’s going to be a struggle, and Jude calls us to engage in that struggle. There will be those who will want to add to the Message of the Gospel, and there will be others who will want to take away or leave out some parts of the Gospel. He calls us to fight for and stand up for the purity of the Gospel, and never let it be watered down, or added to.
4. Why did Jude feel it necessary to deal with this issue? (v.4)
Well here in this verse we see the particular problem that Jude was writing to address. This was the particular back-drop against which he was writing in his day. He tells us here that in the Church of his day, probably in the late 60’s AD some men, some false teachers had slipped into the Church who were trying to turn the Gospel’s emphasis on the Grace of God into a license for immorality and all kinds of loose living. And they were also denying that Jesus Christ had the sole right to Lord and Sovereign of the life of a Christian. They were denying the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

In Paul’s Letter to the Galatians, that we are looking at in Leitrim on Sunday nights, Paul was writing to defend the Gospel against Legalism. The Judaizers were teaching that unless you got circumcised and kept the OT Laws of Moses, you could not be saved. It was the Gospel + Law keeping, Faith + Works = Salvation. 
But here Jude is doing the exact opposite. Here Jude is defending the Gospel against the drift into License or Libertinism. Here the false teachers were so emphasizing the fact that Salvation was all of God’s Grace - that to them it didn’t matter what we do or how we behave after we are saved, because God’s Grace is still sufficient to cover all my sin. So basically they were using their teaching to justify living in all kinds of immoral lifestyles and yet still claiming to be a Christian. They were denying the fact that Jesus is not only our Saviour, but he is also our Lord as well, and we are expected to bring every area of our lives under His sovereign control. Only if it pleases him should we behave in a particular kind of way. (e.g. WWJD).
True Faith or The True Gospel has been like a Pendulum down through the Centuries of the Church – the last 2000 years. The Truth is in the middle – That’s Grace. We are saved by God’s Grace alone, not by anything that we have done in the past, or will ever do in the future. We marvel at God’s Amazing Grace. But sometimes the pendulum swings too far one way into Legalism, where The Truth of Salvation by God’s Grace alone is almost lost in the straight-jacket and bondage of a list of external do’s and don’ts, and I’d say in the generation of 30 yrs ago that’s what was happening.

But today we have the exact opposite problem. This time the pendulum has swung the other way, and the Truth of Salvation by Grace alone is in danger of getting lost in the mess and mire of Christians who think they can live whatever way they like. They can take Jesus as their Saviour – yes! But allow Him to be Lord of their lives and have a say in everything that they do, and how they behave – no way! The Lordship of Christ is at stake, and the integrity of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ is at stake, and Jude calls us to rise up and contend for the True Faith that was once and for all entrusted to us – the saints. I hope we will hear that call as we look at this letter together, and that we will defend the Gospel against the particular errors of today.
