Cavan Baptist Church - Sunday August 25th 2002

Jude vs.11-19

Introduction

Before I go any further this morning, I think I need to clarify something I said last Sunday morning. I mentioned that Jude quoted from two Books that are not found in our Bibles in this letter – The Book of Enoch and The Assumption of Moses. These would have been two books written by Jewish writers during the period between the completion of the Old Testament and the start of The New Testament. We call it the Inter-Testamental Period, or the 400 silent years when we believe that God did not give any revelation to men. The Books that were written in this period were known as the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha, i.e. “hidden books” or “false writings.” They are found in the Roman Catholic Bible, but they are not found in our Bibles, because we don’t believe that they are inspired by God. We believe that by and large they add to stories that are already found in the Bible. For example these particular books take up the characters of Enoch and Moses and add on stories about these men that are not found in our Bibles. But there is also some teaching in these books that actually conflicts with or contradicts what is taught in the rest of the Bible. For example, The Roman Catholic doctrine of Purgatory is based on one of the Apocryphal books, the Book of Maccabees, suggesting that there is an in-between place between Heaven and Hell after we die, a third alternative if you like. But that completely conflicts with many passages in the Old and New Testaments where it is clearly taught by Jesus and by others that there are only 2 possible destinations – Heaven and Hell. And whether we end up in one or the other, depends on what we have done with Christ in this life – have we accepted his sacrificial death for our sins and have we received Him as our Saviour and Lord, or have we rejected Him? So for these reasons we don’t accept the apocryphal Books as part of our Bibles, as God’s inspired revelation to mankind.

So that raises the question, why does Jude quote from these Books? Well the answer to that is that we suspect the false teachers he was addressing used these books to bolster there position on a whole range of beliefs. So Jude was simply using their own favourite writings to undermine them. They also didn’t acknowledge Jesus as Lord (see v.4) so if Jude had used any of Jesus’ own teachings to attack them, they would just have ignored it. They also undermined and refused to accept any authority, especially the authority of the Apostles (v.8,17), so Jude couldn’t really use the rest of the New Testament either to deal with them. For example, some people wonder why Jude had to write his letter at all, since most of it is a repetition, almost word for word, of 2 Peter ch.2. But it seems that Jude adapted 2 Peter 2 and then used some of the apocryphal writings to try to combat these false teachers on their own ground. These false teachers as we saw last time in v.9, rejected authority and slandered celestial beings, so Jude selected a portion from the Assumption of Moses to show that they shouldn’t do this, since not even the Archangel Michael himself would do such a thing! In the section we’ll be looking at this morning he quotes from the Book of Enoch, a prophesy that Enoch, the seventh from Adam was supposed to have made. It’s in v.14-15, and if you look at it you will notice straightaway that the one word that stands out most in that quotation is the word “ungodly.” It is a message of judgement against all those who lead ungodly lives. So Jude is saying that if these false teachers were being true to their own writings then how can they go on living ungodly immoral lives, and still claim to be Christians. It just doesn’t make sense. So I hope you can see how Jude is using non-Biblical writings to show how wrong these false teachers were, but that doesn’t mean that Jude had to accept or believe that these books were inspired by God or should be part of our Bibles.

So having cleared that up, what has Jude to say about the false teachers in this section:

1. Their Characteristics Portrayed (vs.11-13)
He pronounces a Woe on them, and says they have fallen into the same traps as Cain, Balaam and Korah – 3 characters from our Old Testaments. These characters represent three different types of false teachers. And false teachers usually fall into one or other of these categories. 
Cain – represents those who trust in Salvation by works, instead of by faith in the shed blood of the Lamb of God. i.e. those who try to get saved their own way, instead of by God’s way. Cain brought the fruit of his own labours in the field to offer to God, whereas Abel brought a lamb from his flock and offered a blood sacrifice to God. God was please with Abel’s sacrifice, but not with Cain’s.
Balaam – represents those who practise religion with wrong motives, usually for some kind of dishonest gain. Balaam was a prophet of God who was enticed by King Balak of Moab to pronounce a curse on the Children of Israel, The King told him that if he would do it, he would receive a great financial reward. Balaam went to do it, but God wouldn’t let him pronounce the curse. Every time he opened his mouth to curse God’s people, a blessing came out instead.
Korah – Led a blatant rebellion against Moses and against God in the desert. He rebelled against what God had said. Korah represents those false teachers who just blatantly ignore God’s revealed Word in the Bible, and teach their own ideas instead. They often involve immoral practices, contrary to God’s Law, and God’s standards.
Jude goes on to apply these three tests to these particular false teachers in vs.12-13:

v.12a – They claim that they love you, but they’re only out to feed themselves –    There’s an example of Balaam’s kind? They’re basically selfish, not really interested in their followers at all. They’re just out for themselves.
v.12b – Clouds without rain, blown along by the wind – Absolutely useless!
Autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted – twice dead – again, useless!

Is there a hint here of Jesus’ own words about false teachers in Matthew 7:13-23
?
“By their fruit you will know them!”
v.13 – They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame – like flotsam and jetsam on the sea shore! And if you look at the high water mark on the beach some time, it’s full of all kinds of muck and dirt that the sea has churned up. All they produce is moral filth. So Jude says they are like…
“Wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever.”
They think they are bright shining lights, and free spirits, pointing the way for others. But they are heading for the blackest darkness of Hell forever.

In other words Jude is saying that these false teachers are absolutely useless. They are no use to themselves or to anybody else either. So why would anybody want to follow them? Having rejected God’s Law and God’s standards; Having cheapened salvation by grace, and since they just use God’s grace as a licence to live as they like, and to indulge in all kinds of immorality, they have no salvation themselves, and they have no message of salvation for anybody else either. They promise much, but deliver nothing, just like the clouds without rain and the trees without fruit. Only fools follow people like that! So having exposed them for who they are, Jude now has them on their own ground, and he is about to deliver his crushing blow in vs.14-16, as he turns again to the Book of Enoch.

2. Their Condemnation Predicted (vs.14-16)
As I said to you earlier these false teachers refused to accept the authority, or the Lordship of Jesus Christ, so Jude couldn’t use the Gospels to defeat these men. And they refused to accept the authority of the Apostles of the Early Church, so Jude couldn’t use the Letters of the New Testament to defeat them. So he turns to their own favourite writings, the apocryphal Book of Enoch, and he lets Enoch condemn them. Perhaps they might listen to him, if they won’t listen to anybody else!

He calls him “Enoch, the seventh from Adam,” in case we are in any doubt as to who he is talking about. This is the man found in our Bibles in Genesis ch.5:18-24. 
He’s the man who stands out in a long chapter listing names of people who all died, because the sin of Adam had passed upon all men, therefore all died. But Enoch was the exception. Genesis 5:24 tells us that “Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.” The New Testament takes up Enoch’s story, and says in Hebrews 11:5 “By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. (Why?) For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.
That’s the Enoch we are talking about. He was a man who walked with God. A very godly man. A man of faith. A man who is now in Heaven. He was also the father of Methuselah, the oldest man in the Bible. We are told in Genesis 5 that Enoch was 65 when he became the father of Methuselah, and he walked with God for another 300 years after Methuselah was born. Methuselah’s grandson was Noah, and if you count up the ages in Genesis 5 it is possible to work out that Methuselah died the year the flood came upon the earth and Noah entered the ark. So Enoch lived approximately 1000 years but only a few generations, before the Great Flood that God sent to destroy mankind because of all the wickedness and immorality they were involved in. 
Now from the Book of Enoch, Jude tells us that Enoch prophesied that God was going to judge the earth because of ungodliness. (Perhaps at the birth of Methuselah.)

“See the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones


to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts

they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly 

sinners have spoken against him.”

Now what is the word that stands out of that prophesy more than any other? – Surely it is the word “ungodly” – it’s repeated no less than 4 times! Enoch’s prophecy is a prophecy about the judgement of a holy God upon all the ungodly for all the ungodly things they have done, said and thought. How could these false teachers have possibly missed this message as they used the Book of Enoch to back up all the other things they taught? Well that’s another characteristic of false teachers and false cults – they are always selective in the verses they turn you to, in order to back up their particular system of ideas and beliefs, and they always ignore the context their verses are found in. That means they can make them say whatever they want it to say. 
And sadly those who over-emphasise the liberty that we have in Christ today, and those who over-emphasise the grace of God in order to use it as a licence for Christians to live whatever way they like and to go on wilfully practising sin, do the very same thing. 
As I said to you last week they will often quote “We are not under law but under grace” from the Book of Romans (6:14), but they totally ignore the context in which it is found. Paul had just asked the question in (6:1) “What shall we say then? Shall we go on sinning (now that we’re saved) so that grace may increase?” To which he quickly adds “By no means!” or “Certainly not!” or “God forbid!” And he goes on to say, “We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” And in v.15 he deals with it once again – “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Answer: “By no means!” “Certainly not!” “God forbid!”

So there is no way that Paul in the Book of Romans, or anywhere else, wanted us to see God’s abundant grace as an excuse to go on sinning – in fact quite the opposite. 
If we truly appreciate the grace of God, and what it cost the Lord Jesus Christ to bear away our sins, we will certainly not want to go on sinning, otherwise as the Hebrew writer puts it in (Hebrews 10:29) we will be “guilty of trampling the Son of God underfoot and of treating as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified us,” and of “crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace!” (Hebrews 6:6).
3. The True Christian Position (vs.17-19) 

Now finally Jude turns our attention to what the True Apostles of Christ had to say.

He wants his readers to remember this. The Apostles always foretold that this would happen. So the presence of false teachers shouldn’t take them by surprise. They said    “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.”
It was Peter who said that. See 2 Peter 2:1-3 & 2 Peter 3:1-7. So don’t be misled and don’t be mistaken. As sure as there is a True Gospel, there will be many false gospels. As sure as there are true preachers of the Gospel, and faithful Bible Teachers, there will also be false teachers twisting and distorting The Scriptures to suit themselves. 
So don’t be surprised and don’t be taken in by them.
Conclusion
We finish with three final characteristics of these men the apostles were talking about:

(i) They cause division – And the amazing thing is that they try to make out that it’s us, evangelicals who teach true doctrine, who cause the divisions. “Doctrine divides!”
(ii) They follow mere natural instincts – As they play down the importance of holiness in the Christian’s life, and encourage us just to enjoy our freedom, they often use another slogan -“Just let go and let God!” Abdicating our personal responsibility!
If we just go out to flaunt our freedom then 9 times out of 10 we’ll chose wrong not right. We need to be controlled by the Spirit of God and the Word of God to do right!

(iii) They do not have the Spirit of God. Here is the conclusion as far as Jude is concerned. These false teachers are just not saved! And Paul would agree if you look at Romans 8:9. God’s Holy Spirit will not lead you into sin. It’s as simple as that!
