Unravelling Revelation 1

Introduction to “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”

Revelation 1:1-8

Introduction

This morning I am starting a new series with you on the Book of Revelation.

It is a long and involved book and so I am going to try to make it manageable for you.

I intend to preach through the letters to the Seven Churches from now until the summer. That will be the foundation laid in chs.1-3. Then we will break for the summer months, and do something different. And then I intend from September onwards to look at the rest of the book in our Bible Studies that will take us through from September to Christmas in our three Bible Study groups in Cavan, Leitrim and Virginia. At least that’s the plan, and God willing we will get through it. As you are well aware there are many different interpretations of the Book of Revelation. I have never studied it before for a series of sermons, so I am open to learn, and I hope all of you are open to learn from it as well. We’re going to try to see the Big Picture, and not get bogged down in the details. This morning and next Sunday we will introduce the Book by looking at ch.1 in 2 parts.

1. Introduction to the Book of Revelation – The Prologue (vs.1-3)

It is characteristic of John that he begins his books with a Prologue or Introduction.

In John’s Gospel it was 18 verses: 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning... (v.1)


The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth… (v.14)


No-one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only who is at the Father‘s 
side, has made him known.” (v.18). 

It was all about The Pre-existence of Christ as the Son of God who was with God from the very beginning, and who was God, but who had now appeared on earth as a man.

In his letter, 1 John, that we looked at recently together, it was 4 verses:

“That which was from the beginning, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched – this we proclaim concerning the Word of Life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.” 

Here it was all about the Lord Jesus actually appearing in time on earth, and how John and the other disciples had been first hand eye-witnesses of all that he had said and done, even what he looked like. They had even touched him with their own hands. John was bearing witness to The Incarnate Christ in his letter.

Here in Revelation it is just 3 verses (Rev.1:1-3): 

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw – that is the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 

Here again John is testifying to everything he saw, but this time he wasn’t looking back to Jesus’ time on earth in physical form, he was testifying to what he had been shown in a vision or revelation of The Risen Christ. But nevertheless John regarded this Book of Revelation as much the Word of God as anything that he had written about before in his Gospel or in his letters. Everything he testifies to, he believes to be the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. So just because we might find it a little harder to understand, we can’t just ignore it, because it is still the Word of God to us, given to us for our learning and understanding of the end times. 

The interesting thing about this Prologue here in Revelation, is that for the very first time John identifies himself by name. In fact he does it three times in this first chapter. 

(In v.1, v.4 and v.9.) Never before in his Gospel or in 1 John did he do this. There he 

referred to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” Even in 2 John and 3 John, he 

simply called himself “the elder” - now for the first time we know who he is who has been writing all these books – It’s the apostle John, the beloved disciple, and the last of the apostles to remain alive on earth – so he had the right to call himself “The Elder.” We believe it was about AD 95, and he was about 95 years old, and living on the island of Patmos, just off the coast of Turkey, in an open prison doing hard labour, because of his faith in Jesus, when he received this vision and wrote it down for us. He must have been a remarkable man! But he was never one for drawing attention to himself. He only wanted to draw attention to his Lord and Master – the Lord Jesus Christ, and that’s how he opens his book. 

I want you to notice 3 things in these opening verses:-

(i) The Word “Revelation.” (v.1)


Notice it is singular. It is one revelation, not many revelations as some preachers say. It is the English title of this book in most Bibles. However in some Bibles it is called The Apocalypse. That is simply the Greek title of the Book. “Apocalypsis.” That usually conjures up in our minds the idea of chaos or a catastrophe, when we think of an apocalyptic event, but the word simply means something that God has now revealed, unveiled, or made known that was formerly hidden, secret, or a mystery (cf. Paul in Ephesians when he talked about the mysterion or mystery about the Church, that God had made known to him, to make known to us.) It’s the same idea. All of God’s Word is revelation. It is God making known to us things that we can’t work out for ourselves. None of us would know what is going to happen in the future, or how this world was going to end if God hadn’t chosen to reveal something about it to us. 

So beware of false prophets today who make up all sorts of weird and wonderful ideas about what is going to happen. We know no more and no less than what God has chosen to reveal to us. So let’s not go beyond what is written, otherwise we are into the area of speculation, and we could come up with anything.

(ii) Notice it is an Eye-witness account (v.2)


The Apostle John was the eye-witness of all that we have written in this book. Yes it is full of symbolism and imagery, but never forget that John actually saw and heard all that he wrote about. It was given to him in a vision or a dream, or a revelation, but it is an eye-witness account of all that he saw and heard, and therefore it is as reliable as any other part of Scripture. It is God’s Revelation to us through John.

(iii) Notice that there is a Blessing Promised to all who read this book (v.3).


There is a blessing promised to all those who read, or who hear and who take to heart, or keep the words of this prophecy; but there is also a warning to anyone who adds to or takes away from the words of this prophecy. (See Revelation 22:18-19).

Yes, there is a lot we don’t understand about it, but don’t miss its key message by 

getting bogged down in all the details, or by going beyond what is written.

Illustration: The story is told of a new young Christian who had just read through 


Revelation for the very first time. His pastor asked him, “Well what did you 
think of it?” He replied, “Well, I didn’t understand much of it, but sure it’s 
great to know that our side wins in the end!” And it is! 


Christ is triumphant and victorious! Don’t miss that message along the way!


And that time is not too far away according to v.3b – “The time is near!”

2. Greetings from Christ to the Churches (v.4-5)

(i) Notice that it is written in the form of a Letter (v.4)


The Author is Jesus (v.1,5), the secretary is John (v.1,4,9), and the recipients are Seven Churches in the province of Asia.
(Modern day Turkey). (v.4 and v.11).

But it is also for all churches of all time, everywhere, who would read it later. 

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the spirit says to the churches.” (2:7).

Each of the seven churches  read the parts of the letter that were sent to the other six, and we have the benefit today of reading what was said to all seven of them, and we find that it has as much to say to us today as it did to those seven churches then. 

We are a church here in Cavan. We have been in existence now for about 10 years. 

But we can never afford to sit back and rest on our laurels. We must always be open and listening to hear what the Spirit wants to say to our church today in 2002. I trust that even as we lay the foundation over the next couple of months on Sunday mornings as we look at what the Spirit said to seven churches in the 1st Century, that we might be able to hear what the Spirit is saying to our church and to all churches in the 21st Century in which we live. This letter, Revelation, is as much for us as anyone!

(ii) It begins with Greetings from the three persons of the Godhead. (v.4,5)


Father, Son & Holy Spirit are all implied. The Trinity was to be a raging 

debate within the church in the centuries that followed the writing of this letter, and yet it seems so clear to us today. That God is One. But he exists in three persons. 

There are three persons in the Godhead – The Father, The Son and the Holy Spirit.

“Grace and peace to you...

“ from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come” 

That’s the Father – the eternal & unchanging God - the God who is always there.

He always has been, He is now, and He always will be. He is the Great I am!


“and from the seven spirits (or the seven-fold spirit) before His throne.”

There is of course only one Holy Spirit, but seven is a number that is mentioned often in this book and it stands for perfection or fullness. So when applied to the Spirit, it is referring to the holiness or perfection of the Spirit.


“and from Jesus Christ”

It seems strange that The Son is mentioned last in the order of the persons of the Godhead. But maybe that just reminds us that they are all equal. It’s not that one lords it over the others. They are co-equal. But putting Jesus last in the sequence allows John now to concentrate our attention on Him who is the focus of attention in this Book. John calls him “The Faithful witness” - He came and bore witness to His Father’s nature, as John said at the beginning of His Gospel. 
“The Word became flesh and dwelled among us, and we beheld his glory. The glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
And Jesus himself said, “He that has seen me has seen the Father.” 

He was a faithful witness on earth to all that His Father was in Heaven.


But Jesus was also Faithful in another sense – Faithful unto death. 
Witness = marturion. Jesus died a martyr’s death, but much more than that – a perfect sacrificial death for us! But as John says here also he didn’t just die, he is also, 
“The Firstborn from the dead!”

- as we were celebrating last Sunday morning. He rose again. He has defeated death! He is already the victor over his foes, and one day He will be seen to be all-victorious when he comes again. But as John says, the world may not recognise it yet, but he is already, “The Ruler of the Kings of the Earth!” When he returns that will be seen to be true.

3. John now dedicates this Book to Christ (v.5-8)

This is the Key Theme of the whole Book – Worship of the Lamb! For three things:
1. What He has done for us (v.5b-6): 

He Loved us enough to come into the world and die for us, and He Loves us still, (Jn3:16)

He has Washed us or possibly Loosed or Freed us from our sins by his blood, 
(1 Jn 1:7-9).

He has Made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve His God and Father. 
(1 Peter 2:9).


God’s Kingdom = those who accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.

We accept His right to have dominion over our lives. But he has called us to be Kings and Priests = Here is the priesthood of all believers – All Christians are priests.


- This is not some clerical hierarchy! - We can all approach God direct. 


- As our studies in Hebrews have taught us – e.g. Heb. 10:19-25.

So he has loved us, washed us, freed us from our sins, and made us kings and priests to serve His Father – and to bring glory and power to him for ever and ever. If you’re saved, that’s what He has done for you already. If you’re not, why not commit your life to Him right now and let him do all those things for you? Because he will.

2. What He will do for us (v.7):

He’s going to come again for us in power and great glory. In the same way that he left this world after his resurrection – in the clouds – so he will come again on the clouds, and notice – 
“and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him;



and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him.”

We who are ready will be glad to see him, but some people from every nation on earth will grieve and mourn and wail on that day, because they won’t be ready to meet him!

3. What He can do for us now (v.8):

He is the Alpha and the Omega. He knows the end from the beginning. He’s in Control. What He was, and what He will be, He already is for us now – He is Almighty! This was a great comfort to those seven churches facing persecution then. He is greater than any persecutor – no matter who he was! But He’s greater than anything we might face today as well. We need to put our trust in Him afresh, and go on worshipping Him!
