Unravelling Revelation 2

The Vision John had of the Risen Lord

Revelation 1:9-20

Introduction

Last week we began a new series in the Book of Revelation. We just introduced it last Sunday looking at the first 8 verses. Today we come to look at John’s Vision in ch.1.

I was at a Youth Event with the J2Y on Friday night and the speaker said that preachers often use a lot of jargon and theological language that makes it hard for people to understand what he’s on about. He said that what we should be doing in our churches is helping people simply to see Jesus from the Bible. I’m glad to say that is what I’m going to do this morning, because the whole Book of Revelation, and particularly chapter 1, is all about Jesus. Because here we have John’s vision of the Risen Lord in vs.9-20.

1. Where he was (v.9,10)

John was on the Island of Patmos when he received this revelation, and saw this vision. This was an island just off the coast of Asia Minor (Turkey). In the Aegean Sea, one of the Dodecanese Islands. (That just means there was 12 of them). It was around AD95. John was imprisoned there because of the Emperor Domitian’s persecution of Christians. John’s punishment was to do hard labour in exile on Patmos at over 90 years of age!

Notice it was on “the Lord’s Day” that he receives this vision. That means it was Sunday. Sunday is the Christian’s special day because it was on a Sunday that Jesus rose again from the dead. We don’t keep the Jewish Sabbath any longer, we meet for worship on Resurrection Day – That’s not just Easter Sunday once a year, it’s every Sunday!

John was alone, but we’re told he was “in the spirit.” He was being ministered to by God’s Spirit when there were no other Christians around for him to enjoy fellowship with. So He wasn’t just thinking of himself, but he was conscious of his fellow believers across the narrow stretch of sea on the mainland in the churches of Asia Minor who were also facing persecution for their faith.

2. What he heard (v.9-11)


“A loud voice like a trumpet” - This was the voice of the Lord Jesus Christ 

Himself. It came from behind John. It was a voice he had heard many times before while Jesus was here on earth. But this time it seems to have been different. It was still the voice of Jesus, but he was struck by its loudness, and by the fact that it sounded like a trumpet. Trumpets are sounded loudly to call people to their senses. To warn people. To get them to prepare for something that lies ahead. There is an urgency about it. John was being called to do something. In fact he was being called to warn people about all that lies ahead. We’ll come across many more trumpets in the course of this book. Each of them will warn us to get ready for Christ’s return. I hope you are ready!? So what was John told to do on this occasion? He was told in v.11 to:


“Write, on a scroll, what you see.” - He was going to be shown certain things, but he wasn’t to keep it all to himself. He was to take a scroll, and write down everything that he would see. This wasn’t just a vision for John, it was for all of us!


And then he was to send it to the seven churches named in v.11 – They were situated in a circle – in the order a postman would have had to deliver his letters – just across the narrow stretch of water from John’s island of Patmos, on mainland Turkey.

3. What he saw (v.12-16)

He saw the Risen Lord in all His Glory! But look at how he describes it all for us:

First of all he had to turn round to see where this voice like a trumpet was coming from. And when he turned round the first thing he noticed was:

* Seven Golden Lamp-stands, and among them someone like a Son of Man (v.12) 
Now we know from v.20 that the seven golden lamp-stands represent the 
Seven Churches that have just been mentioned in the previous verse. (v.11).

In the Old Testament Tabernacle there was a seven-branched candlestick or Menora. It was one lamp-stand with seven branches symbolising the Nation of Israel, and how she was supposed to bring light to the world. But she had failed, and so the world was in darkness. And it was that dark world that Jesus came into and to which He said, 


“I am the Light of the World. Whoever follows me will never walk in 


darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12).

So Jesus is the Light of the World. 

But on another occasion in Matthew 5:14-16 Jesus said to his disciples, 


“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 


Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 


put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 


In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see 


your good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven.” 

So Jesus is the Light of the World, but He has also called You and Me who claim to be his disciples to also be lights in this dark world, pointing the way and showing the way for lost men and women to find their way to God. 

But it’s interesting that here in Rev. ch.1 that Churches are compared to lamp-stands.  Because lamp-stands are for hanging lamps on so that they shine more brightly. God has put us as believers in Christ together in local churches, so that we can shine more brightly for him together, than any one of us could do on our own. In other words a church exists to shine Christ’s light to the world as brightly as possible. In chs. 2 & 3 we’re going to see just how brightly, or dimly, some of those churches were shining the light for Christ. And we are going to be challenged as a church here in Cavan as to just how brightly we are shining the light of the Gospel for Christ here in this area today!

* So John saw seven golden lamp-stands symbolising seven churches, but among them was “someone like a Son of Man.” - (v.13) (cf Daniel 7:9-14)

That phrase “someone like a Son of Man” is taken from a Vision that Daniel had in the Old Testament. Let me turn you to it for a moment. It’s in Daniel 7:9-14. In this OT vision you see a lot of the terminology that John is now using in the NT. It’s important to notice this because John wasn’t writing in a vacuum, but against a rich backdrop of OT prophecies such as Daniel. But some of the things that are said of God, The Ancient of Days, in Daniel’s prophecy are now applied to the Lord Jesus Christ – The Messiah, in John’s Revelation. This is teaching us yet again that Jesus is God. God the Father and God the Son are One and the same. But in Daniel’s prophecy this title “one like a son of man” referred to the Coming Messiah or Christ, and now in Revelation it is also applied to the Coming Messiah. He has already come once by the time Revelation is written, but John is implying that there is still another fulfilment of this prophecy to come at some time in the future when Jesus comes again “like a Son of Man on the clouds of heaven!” A similar phrase is found in Daniel 3:25 in the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. The three young Hebrew exiles that were thrown into the fiery furnace because they stood up for the God they believed in and refused to bow down and worship the idol that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. In Daniel 3:25 “someone like a son of God” is mentioned as accompanying the three men in the fire. This was the Companion Christ. He was One who was with or among his servants in the midst of their persecution then, and here in Revelation ch.1 he is also seen walking among his churches in the midst of their fiery trial – the persecution that they were now passing through. So yes He will one day be the Coming Christ, but he is nevertheless the Companion Christ even now. 

He hasn’t left us and forgotten about us. He is still here present with us! That should have brought comfort to the seven churches there and then, and should also bring 

comfort to us today as well. Whatever we’re going through, Jesus is still with us!

So what else did John notice about Jesus in his Vision of the Risen Lord?

* He was dressed in a robe down to his feet and a golden sash round his chest (v.13) – This is the picture of a King or at the very least a Priest. Jesus is both!
He is reigning now in Heaven, but he will also come to Judge the world, and then he will be seen to be King of Kings and Lord of Lords. All authority belongs to Him now!
* His head and hair were as white as wool or snow (v.14) – This was said of God, “The Ancient of Days” in Daniel’s vision (Daniel 7:9). This speaks of his Godhead. The Fact that He is eternal. He is full of dignity & wisdom.

* His eyes were like blazing fire (v.14) – His eyes are searching, They see beneath the surface. They’re all–seeing eyes. We’ll see that when we come to look at the seven churches in chs.2&3. Jesus sees everything. Not just the surface, but to the heart of the matter. He sees our hearts too!

* His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace (v.15) - This speaks of purity. 

But remember Daniel 3:25 – These feet had stood in a furnace before. Jesus was 

“One who learned obedience through the things He suffered.”
* His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance (v.16) - This speaks of glory! John was an eye-witness of the transfiguration, when Jesus was transformed before them, and the 3 disciples got a glimpse of the glory of his resurrection body. That’s probably why he wrote John 1:14. But here John is allowed to see Him in all his glory. One day we will get to look on that face too – the face of Jesus!

* His voice was like the sound of rushing waters (v.15). - The sound of rushing water is a powerful sound (A waterfall), but it is also a very soothing sound. Jesus’ words in this Book are both powerful and comforting! 

* Out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword (v.16). 
              God’s Word is often referred to us a two-edged sword (e.g. Ephesians 6:17). Just like his voice it can be comforting or it can be powerful. The Bible is both. It is two-edged - It gives comfort, but it also searches our hearts as well. (See Hebrews 4:12,13).

* In His right hand he held seven stars (v.16) 

Again v.20 gives us the interpretation of this - The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches. Now does that mean that each church has an angel assigned to it, to minister to it and protect it (Hebrews 1:14) Or could the word be better translated “messengers.” Or the Message-bearers of the local churches? Could that mean the preacher or pastor of each of the seven churches? I think the fact that John addresses each letter to the “angel” of each church, I’d be inclined to believe that the word messenger would be a better translation here. I would expect that each letter was read out to the church by the pastor or preacher in each church – the messengers or message-bearers. But it is surely comforting to know that such people are held in our Lord’s right hand! That is a place of power and protection, even in the middle of severe persecution! That is the picture that John saw of our Risen exalted Lord Jesus Christ in all his glory!

4. What he did (v.17-18)


Notice the effect all of this had on John. He fell down as though dead! (v.17).

There were others like him such as Daniel in ch.10:7-12 or Isaiah in 6:5. The effect of seeing the Lord in all his glory was just so overwhelming. But think about it, John used to lie on Jesus’ chest while he was here on earth, but now he falls at his feet – Here Jesus is the exalted King & Lord, and John falls at his feet as though dead! He was in awe!

Do we stand in awe of Christ? Or are we over-familiar with Christ? 

Do we need to remember all that He is? (See v.17,18).

Do we care at all what He thinks about us, and about our church? - We should!


5. What he was told (v.19,20) - (v.19 is actually a good outline for the whole book)

(v.19) - 
“What you have seen” = That covers Ch.1 – John’s Vision of Jesus.

“What is now” = That covers Chs. 2 & 3 –  The historical situation in the seven named churches of Asia Minor. That’s what was happening in the present.


“What will take place later” = Chs. 4 – 22 of Revelation = The future!

The rest of the Book speaks of what was to come, after the first Century until the end.

(v.20) - Remember this explanation – the Lamp-stands = the Seven Churches.

The Stars in Christ’s hand = the ministers / message-bearers / pastors of the churches.

So Christ holds his servants in his hands. He walks among his churches inspecting them, and having fellowship with them. He sees all that is beneath the surface – not just the elegant façade. I wonder what He thinks about churches in Ireland today? 

But what does He think about our Church here in Cavan? If our church is ever going to be what God wants it to be then each of us individually and together as a group of 

believers need to get our eyes off ourselves, each other, our circumstances, and even our programme, and get our eyes back onto Jesus. He is the Head of the Church, and if we lose sight of Him or get out of touch with Him, we’ll lose our way, our direction, our message, even our reason to exist, our source of power and life! There’s a lot at stake! - So let’s get our eyes back on Jesus, whatever we’re going through. That’s what John did!
