Unravelling Revelation 6

Letters to the Seven Churches 4 – Thyatira

“The Church that was in Danger of Dropping its Standards”

(Revelation 2:18-29)

Introduction

As we move on from Pergamum (the church that was in danger of doctrinal compromise) we come now to Thyatira (the church that was in danger of moral compromise). Sadly one thing often leads to the other. If we water down our doctrine, we often end up watering down our behaviour as well. So this was the church that was in danger of dropping its standards of morality. And what church is not under that pressure today?

What was Thyatira like? - Well it was a city in Asia. And it was Lydia’s home town. The rich business woman who got saved during Paul’s visit to Philippi in Acts 16:13. Perhaps she planted this church on her return home? Because Paul couldn’t get there.

* Thyatira was a city renowned for its crafts (eg Lydia’s dyed purple cloth) and particularly for its brass working. Hence v.18.


* It was a garrison town with a long military history. Hence the terms of the 
promise in v.26,27.

* It seems like a small insignificant church, and yet it receives the longest letter.

Jesus refers to himself as the one whose, “eyes are like blazing fire” and whose 

“feet are like burnished bronze” (v.18) (cf.1:14,15). But he also refers to himself as “The Son of God” This is the only place this title is found in the whole of Revelation! These things emphasise his purity. The purity of the refiner’s fire. He sees everything with a pure glance of his blazing eyes, and He will stamp out all impurities with his bronze feet. 

Jesus is seen here in all his purity and in all his holiness. This is significant since we are about to look at a church that was anything but pure, and slipping into immorality.

1. What Jesus knew about this church (v.19)

Well it says that he knew about their deeds – there was some evidence that this church was again a hard working church. Because deeds are the evidence of faith. (Eph 2:10).

He also knew about their love – Without love we would be nothing. (1 Cor 13:1-4).

He also commends them for their faith – They had taken that first step of faith in Christ, but they were continuing to live by faith through every situation. (Heb 10:38)

Then he mentions their service – This is what our Lord and Master looks for in us, our willingness to serve Him and one another. To be faithful in that service, come what may. It’s what we want to hear at the end of time, 

“Well done good and faithful servant.”

And their perseverance – They “kept on keeping on” despite the difficulties they were 

facing as Christians. They weren’t for giving up. The Lord notices that too.

And then he adds, “And that you are now doing more than you did at first.” In other words the Lord could see that they were making progress. They were heading in the right direction. Unlike Ephesus in v.4,5 – “Remember the height from which you have fallen, repent and do the things you did at first.” In other words what they did before was better than what they were doing now. Ephesus was on the decline in terms of activity for the Lord, because they had lost their love for the Lord. But Thyatira was now doing better. As a church in many ways she was heading in the right direction. Lots to be commended.

BUT – there always is a “but” with each of these churches – “Nevertheless” (v.20).

2. What Jesus had against this church. (Read v.20-23)

(i) Jesus says that they were “tolerating that woman Jezebel” - Jezebel was King Ahab’s wife in the OT book of 1 Kings. Just look at the effect she had on the prophet Elijah in these references: 1 Kings 16:30-33, 18:4, and 19:1-5. She was a princess of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians –  the worshippers of Baal. And when she married King Ahab, she led him and the nation astray to worship Baal instead of the Living and True God, Jehovah. And Jesus says to this church in Thyatira, you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. They were listening to some woman teacher who was telling them that it was alright to teach and practice loose moral standards. Now I’m sure she didn’t put it like that, but you can imagine how she might have tried. Telling them to stop being so stuffy, to let their hair down a bit and enjoy themselves. “Go with the flow, stop being so conservative, loosen up a bit, God wants you to be happy and enjoy yourself, let yourself go!” But this was a professing Christian who was telling them all this. She called herself a prophetess. This wasn’t someone from outside the church. This was someone in the church. God’s grace and his willingness to forgive were being taken and twisted, and they were being interpreted in such a way as to give a licence to Christians to basically live as they like. “So what if you do slip up or make a mistake, sure God will forgive you anyway. There’s nothing you can do that would make God love you any less anyway. So go on take risks, and sure if you get it wrong just come back and tell God, and He’ll let you off.” Do you see how such teaching might have crept in? Well it’s creeping in today too! What should we do about it? (See Jude vs.3,4). This is a serious matter. We must contend for the faith of the True Gospel that has been entrusted to us, and not give in!

(ii) But notice that Jesus had already been patient with this woman, giving her time to repent of her immorality and false teaching. But to no avail. There was no change. 

“But she was unwilling!” (v.21). So what does Jesus do, does he just ignore such a person in his church and let her carry on, “one rotten apple spoiling the whole barrel?” No! He enacts discipline. The Lord knows that sin spreads. Lax moral attitudes spread too. He can’t just let it go on. He can’t just tolerate it, like the church in Thyatira seemed happy to do. He has to act. Look what he does.

(iii) He will meet out severe suffering upon her to chasten her. And not just on her, but also on all those who committed adultery with her. Q. Where’s his grace and forgiveness now? Well it’s not there. Here he is acting in justice. Punishment to a certain extent, but also discipline or chastening with the aim of bringing this false teacher and her followers back to repentance. If they did repent, then and only then, would He be able to extend his grace and forgiveness to them once again. We must be careful in these days that we don’t cheapen grace. God’s grace is wonderful, but it’s not cheap, it’s costly. It cost God everything – the death of his only son on Calvary. We mustn’t trample all over his good nature and think that we can get away with it. God hates sin. He’s never stopped hating sin. So either we allow his Son to deal with it at the cross, as we confess it and hand it over to Him, or else we hold onto it ourselves, and if we do, we will have to face the consequences of it ourselves. God will not demand justice twice, but he will demand it once. Either at Christ’s hand, or at ours. The Lord was going to put this woman and her followers through the mill for a while. He was going to chasten them, discipline them, with the aim of bringing them to repentance. He was going to put them through the refiner’s fire, the crucible of suffering, and hopefully this would bring them to their senses. (See Hebrews 12:5-11, and 1 Peter 1:6,7.) But according to v.22b all of this could actually be avoided, if they would just seek the Lord in repentance there and then, and do it quickly! The Lord doesn’t want to cause suffering! But if after all that, there was still no change, then God would cut off their lifeline – they would die (v.23) And this would be an example to all the other churches round about. Do you see how seriously Jesus takes this matter of immorality among his own people?

He will not tolerate immorality or impurity in his churches. It must be dealt with, or we will have to face the consequences. If we don’t face them now, then we will on Judgement Day – our deeds will be exposed! We might fool each other, but not Him!



“I am He who searches hearts and minds,



and I will repay each of you according to your deeds.” (v.23)

But not everyone was like this in the Church in Thyatira. They hadn’t all dropped their standards, or listened to this false teacher. And so follows a word to the wise, or:

3. A Word to the Pure. (v.24,25)

We see how Jesus is completely just and trustworthy. He doesn’t treat them all the same, or just lump them all together. No. Those who had not fallen into immorality would be spared. But he let’s them hear all this to warn them. He urges them to hold on, to stand firm, to stay pure, and not give in to the pressure to conform and to lower their standards. And Jesus knew that in such a context this would be difficult enough (v.24b). He just tells them to hold on. He doesn’t want to put any further burden on them than that. “Only hold on to what you have until I come.” (v.25). Keep going, don’t give up, don’t give in, Stick at it!

Is this an echo of Acts 15:28,29? This was the standard from the beginning of the church age. “No food sacrificed to idols,...no sexual immorality.” God hadn’t changed. He doesn’t change. But the teaching has changed, if it allows such practices to go on in the church!

4. The Promises to the Over-comers. (v.26-28)

Notice that it says here in these verses that we will be over-comers by “Doing His Will” to the end. That means by doing God’s moral will to the end. In other words, up-holding His moral and doctrinal standards and practices – what we know to be right because the Bible says so, and avoiding what we know to be wrong, again because the Bible says so. An over-comer is someone who does God’s Will by living out His Word to the end.

Such over-comers will be given authority to reign and rule with Christ, Just as Christ has been given authority to rule the nations from His Father. So we will rule with Christ! In other words we will be rewarded for faithful service to the Lord here, by being given greater responsibilities in Christ’s Kingdom then! “I will give authority over the nations!”

But notice in the next verse, v.27 that Jesus is no softy. Some people like to think of Jesus in the words of the child’s prayer, “Gentle Jesus meek and mild, look upon this little child, pity my simplicity, suffer me to come to Thee.” But as well as being meek and mild to His Children, Jesus is also just and full of righteous anger against all ungodliness and wickedness. Wherever he finds it – in the ungodly, but also in his own children too. His punishment or chastening can be severe, but it is always just and always righteous! So if we overcome by doing His will to the end he will give us authority to rule the nations with Himself. But there’s something else here…

“I will also give him the morning star.” (v.28) - What does that mean?

Well it could mean that He will give us the ability to shine brightly for Him in His 

Kingdom, because then we will be absolutely and immaculately pure. All sin gone!

Or it could refer to the fact that it is Jesus Himself who is “the bright and morning star.” (Rev.22:16) - Is it that He will give Himself to us completely? The reward of being eternally in His presence, never to be taken from Him, or Him from us, forever?

5. The Final Appeal to the Hearers. (v.29)

Again this chapter ends, as does each letter, with the now familiar appeal to individuals within the churches to heed and respond to what the Lord is saying. (v.29)


“If you have an ear to hear what I have been saying, then take heed to what 


you have heard and respond to it. It’s Jesus Himself that is speaking to you!”

If Jesus is your Saviour and Lord, then you should share his utter revulsion of sin and 

impurity and immorality. You should separate yourself as far as possible from such 

behaviour. (2 Corinthians 6:17 – 7:1). We must do this if we are to seek to maintain the purity of Christ’s Church that he bought with His own blood. It’s his desire to one day present us as a spotless bride to his Father in Heaven, without spot or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless in his sight (Eph 5). Well, if that is to be the case then we can’t tolerate immorality or lowering of moral standards among us here and now. The Church is to be made up of believers in Christ as their Saviour, but we must be a church that is made of believers who are striving to please our Saviour by our behaviour as well. Are we people who desire to be holy? People, as Jesus said in Matthew 5, 


“Who hunger and thirst after righteousness.” - I wonder do we really?

Yes we are sinners saved by grace, but we shouldn’t be cheapening that grace by 

continuing to practice sin wilfully in our lives. Sin should be the exception rather than the rule in our lives now. 

Have you noticed the progression of thought through these letters so far?

Ephesus had a lot going for it, but it was beginning to forsake her first love. Her love for the Lord was not what it once was. She was growing cold. That was the start of it!

Smyrna was about to go into a time of persecution to be tested. Jesus called them to 

“Be faithful even to the point of death and he would give them the crown of life.”

Pergamum had come out through the persecution and had done well, but now that things had calmed down she was being tempted to compromise the teaching in the church, to water down her doctrine. And this morning we have seen close on the heels of that, in Thyatira, there was the temptation to lower standards of morality in the church too. We mustn’t allow this to happen. It is the subtle attack of Satan, and so we must stand firm!
