Unravelling Revelation 1

“The Throne Room of Heaven”

(Revelation 4v1-5v14)

Introduction

Back in Revelation 1:19 we were given a convenient outline for the whole of the Book of Revelation. It mentioned three things that the Book was going to deal with:

“What you have seen” - this refers to John’s vision of the Risen Lord in Ch.1.

“What is now” - this refers to the experiences and circumstances the Seven Churches of Asia found themselves in at the time John was writing this letter. So this phrase applies to chs.2 & 3—dealing with the Letters to the Seven Churches.

“What will take place later” is repeated again in Ch.4:1 and refers to chs.4-22. 

The angel told John to “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” (4:1). So Revelation chs.4-22 record events that would happen after the First Century, when John was writing, and would continue right up until the end of the Age. We need to keep this in mind as we make our way through the rest of the Book. Some of the events we will come across are yet  to take place even in the future as far as we are concerned, but don’t forget that almost 2000 years have gone by since these words were written, so many of the events that are mentioned or the scenes that are portrayed have happened throughout the 2000 years that have passed. They continue to happen now, and will happen in the future. Revelation chs.4-22 cover the whole period of time from Jesus left this world to go back to Heaven, until the time that He will return again for us. The section begins with... 

1. A Glimpse of the worship of God in Heaven.—The Throne Room of Heaven.

In Revelation ch.4, God the Father is being worshipped as the Creator. (see ch.4 v.11)

In Revelation ch.5, God the Son is being worshipped as Redeemer (see ch.5 v.12).

It is right that we should worship God as both our Creator and our Redeemer. 

Because if we had never fallen, if we had never sinned, if we had never needed to be 

redeemed or saved, God would still have been worthy of our worship, because of the fact that He made us, and simply because of who He is—God! We are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:13,14) - so God deserves our worship.

2. Notice how this vision starts in Revelation 4:1-2.

John has been taken up with the concerns and conflicts of the Seven Churches of Asia in the previous two chapters. Now, after this he looks up and he is allowed to see into Heaven itself from his own prison-island of Patmos. And what does he see?

(i) “A Door standing open in Heaven.” (4:1)

The door into Heaven used to be closed because of man’s banishment from the Garden of Eden back in Genesis 3:22-24. But now John sees that the door of Heaven has been wonderfully opened! (See Hebrews 10:19-25 and John 10:7-10). 

As the hymn writer said:


“There was no other good enough, to pay the price of sin,


He only could unlock the gate of Heaven and let us in.” (C. F. Alexander)

John was reminded that for him, as for all believers in Christ, there is an ever-open door in Heaven into God’s holy presence. But then what does he hear?

(ii) “A Voice like a trumpet.” (4:1)

The same voice that he had heard before in ch.1:10. It was Jesus, the Risen Lord speaking to him again, and look at what he says to John (v.1)


“Come up here and I will show you what must take place after this.”

Here John was given the special unique privilege of entering heaven before his time to see what it was going to be like and to see things that would only happen in the future.

(v.2) He was caught up in the Holy Spirit and allowed to see into Heaven itself. And the first thing that he notices in Revelation chs.4 & 5 is the atmosphere of worship in Heaven.

3. The Focus of Worship in Heaven. (4:2-6) - The One who sits on the Throne.


“There before me was a throne in Heaven with someone sitting on it, and 

the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper (clear) and carnelian (red). A rainbow resembling an emerald (green) encircled the Throne.”

Remember that this letter was written to the Seven Churches in Asia in the First Century. They were passing through difficulties and fearing the power of the Throne of Caesar in Rome. It is very appropriate that as soon as they had read their individual letters that they were reminded that God was still on His Throne! 

Likewise for us, whatever we are passing through, either as a church, or in our families, or as individuals…


“God is still on the Throne, and He will remember His own.

Though trials may press us and burdens distress us, He never will leave us alone. God is still on the Throne, and He will remember His own,


His promise is true, He will not forget you, God is still on the Throne.”

In verse 5 God is about to act in wrath and judgement, therefore He is still to be feared.

In verse 6a there is still a certain amount of distance, because God is so utterly Holy.

But notice that in verse 3a God’s judgements are always tainted with mercy. Around the throne is the rainbow of God’s covenant with Noah—Genesis 9:8-17. God promised then that he would never completely destroy all life again. And He still remains true to that promise—though fierce judgement will come on this world, God has called out a people for himself—his redeemed, and they will have a new heaven and a new earth (ch.21-22).

4. The Leaders of Worship in Heaven. (4:6-8) - The Four Living Creatures.

The Rainbow was to remind Noah of God’s Covenant with all living creatures for ever. It’s interesting then that there are four living creatures before God’s throne at all times, as representatives of all Creation which worships God. (See Genesis 9:9-10—the 4 groups). In fact these living creatures lead the worship in Heaven. All Creation worships God in Heaven—it’s remarkable then that only rebellious mankind refuses to worship God, because of sin and rebellion in their hearts! (See Psalm 8 & 19:1). 
We could also compare v.8 with Isaiah 6:1-4—the living creatures could be the seraphim and cherubim that Isaiah saw in his vision. Either way they are heavenly creatures, not angels, but they lead the worship in heaven. They are worshipping God for His almighty power in Creation. Singing, 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”

Remember that according to Romans 8:18-25 all creation is going to be redeemed from the curse of sin one day, apart from those humans who continue in rebellion against God.

5. Those who Join in the Worship in Heaven. (4:9-11) - The 24 Elders.

According to v.9-10 whenever these creatures worship God, 24 elders join in with them. According to v.4 these 24 elders sit on thrones around God’s throne, dressed in white and with crowns on their heads. Their white clothes speak of their redemption or cleansing by Christ. Their crowns (“stephanos”) speak of their rewards for service on earth. But why are there 24 of them? I believe 24 speaks of the unity of God’s people from Old Testament Israel, and from the New Testament Church. i.e. the No. 24 is made up of the 12 patriarchs of Israel—the 12 sons of Jacob–leaders of the 12 tribes of Israel + 12 Apostles from the New Testament. This Twelve would not include Judas Iscariot.  He would be replaced either by Matthias (Acts 1) or by the Apostle Paul (Acts 9). What Jesus said in Matthew 19:28 seems to confirm this. So the 24 elders are redeemed human beings—leaders of God’s people from both the Old and the New Testament Eras. They join in with the living creatures, and so representatives of all God’s Creation worship Him in Heaven. (v.10,11). So God is given his rightful place and worshipped for who he is. 

Worship = worth ship. It is giving God what He is worthy of. Which brings us to ch.5:

Here they worship God, not just for who He is, and for what He has done in Creation, but also for what he has done for our Redemption. It is true that all men ought to worship God as their Creator (Revelation 4:11), but only those who are saved can truly worship Him as their Redeemer and Saviour (Revelation 5:9).

6. An Un-opened Scroll (5:1-4)

(5:1)
This Scroll was held in the hand of God who sat on His Throne.


It was a full scroll written on the front and the back.


But it was sealed with seven seals, so no-one could open it.

This scroll contains God’s Will for his people and their eternal future. It’s like the Title Deeds of Heaven. It contains details of His Will for us and details of the inheritance that he has kept in store for us in Heaven. All that is going to be ours!

(5:2-3)
The problem was that no-one at all could be found able or worthy to break the seals and to open the scroll. A Redeemer is needed!

The idea of the Redeemer is spelled out for us in the Old Testament Book of Ruth. 

The Kinsman Redeemer that Ruth needed (who turned out to be Boaz) had to be:


1. A Relative (next of kin) - Jesus became a man like us—our elder brother.


2. Willing to Redeem— Yes, because he loved us, Jesus was willing 






(Romans 5:8, Galatians 2:20).


3. Able to Redeem—He was sinless and perfect and so He was able to pay the 



price for our sin and to set us free from its penalty.

(5:5)
Only one was found in Heaven who was able to open that scroll and secure our inheritance for us. (See Ephesians 1:7-14). As we saw in Ch.4, 


“There was no other good enough, to pay the price of sin,


He only could unlock the gate of Heaven and let us in.”

7. How He is described: “The Lion and the Lamb” (5:5-7)

John has been weeping because no-one in heaven was found able or worthy to open the scroll. But then one of the Elders approached John and said,


“Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David,


has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” (v.5)

So we see Jesus described as:

1. The Lion of the tribe of Judah. (v.5)

Jesus was of course descended from the tribe of Judah—(Genesis 49:8-12).

He was also descended from King David—He was the seed/offspring of David.

But here he is referred to as “the Root of David” making the point that as well as being David’s successor, he was also his predecessor. As the Root of David he is the pre-existent Son of God. He is the Lord (See Matthew 22:41ff).

2.  A Lamb that had been slain. (v.6) 

The idea of the Lamb of God runs throughout Scripture too.

Away back in Genesis 22:7,8 Isaac on the way up Mount Moriah with his father

Abraham asks, “Where is the lamb?” to which Abraham replies prophetically,


“God Himself, will provide a Lamb” 

I wonder did Abraham have any insight to know that the ultimate Lamb of God would be none other than God Himself, come in human form as the Lord Jesus, The Son of God.

In John 1:29, one of the opening cries of the New Testament was when John the Baptist pointed at Jesus of Nazareth and said, 


“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”

And now in the last book of the Bible in Revelation 5:6 we hear John say:


“Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the centre 


of the Throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders.”

God had provided the Lamb, at Calvary as the perfect sacrifice for our sins, and now in Heaven, because of his Triumph at the cross, He is the only one able to open the scroll.

N.B. the word “lamb” is mentioned 29 times in the Book of revelation. Here we see him standing in the centre of the Throne. He is now the focus of attention, and the centre of worship in Heaven. As the hymn writer Anne Ross Cousins put it in the hymn “The Sands of time are sinking.” - “The Lamb is all the glory, in Immanuel’s land!”


This person Jesus, The Son of David, The Son of God and the Lamb of God was the only one worthy, able and willing to be our Redeemer and to open up our eternal inheritance for us in Heaven—So he takes the scroll to open it in v.7, and at that moment:

8. Worship breaks out in Heaven. (5:8-14)

The Living Creatures and the 24 Elders fell down before the Lamb (v.8). They worship the Lamb for His redemption of people from all the nations of earth (v.9).

They worship Him for our standing now in Christ as a Kingdom of priests to serve God, and for the fact that one day we will reign on the earth. (v.10).

Then all the myriads of thousands of angels join in (v.11), and their chorus is 


“Worthy is the lamb who was slain,


to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 


and honour and glory and praise!” (v.12)

Then every creature in the universe joins in—all creation joins in worship:


“To Him who sits on the Throne and to the Lamb


be praise and honour and glory and power,


for ever and ever!

They were worshipping God the Father on the Throne, and the Lamb who was slain 

forever. Just as it says in Philippians 2:9-11. That day is coming!


“The four living creatures said ‘Amen,’ 


and the elders fell down and worshipped!”

Conclusion

Do you find an “Amen” welling up in your heart tonight as we have thought of the 

worship that is going on in Heaven? What will it be like for us to join in that great choir? We have seen that “The Lamb is all the glory in Immanuel’s Land.” - He is the centre of attention. The question is does he hold the centre of our attention here and now? Surely if we are taken up with him here, we will be taken up with him there, all the more!

