Higher Level Students do the following Document Based Questions to refamiliarise yourself with Doc Based Queastion

Doc A
A major obstacle to expansion has been the dependence of Magee College, throughout its entire existence, upon outside universities for the award of degrees.  This has meant acceptance of a condition which has restricted the college’s growth: the necessity for students to proceed for the final year or more of their degree course to a different university.  This problem prevents the experimentation in content of courses and in teaching methods which is characteristic of the new universities now being established in Great Britain and which, it might be hoped, would result from the establishment of second full University in Northern Ireland.  This obstacle would disappear immediately the Government recognised the need for a second full university and took the initial steps towards its creation out of the nucleus which Magee College provides.

Edited excerpt from memorandum of evidence submitted by local councillors in Londonderry to the Lockwood committee on 7th February 1964 arguing for the new university to be located at Magee College
.

Document B

The Chief Whip* said that he was afraid that the Lockwood Report would produce a dangerous and powerful lobby consisting of disgruntled people in areas which had hoped to obtain a university, such as Londonderry, Armagh and Lurgan/Portadown; elements in Queen’s University who wished to see a great expansion there; and the supporters of Magee both in Londonderry and throughout Northern Ireland.  To prevent this wide-ranging alliance of disappointed interests, he believed that in some way or other Magee must be continued as a university-level institution.  In reply, the Minister of Education said that wherever a second university was to be located, other areas would be disappointed.  The best hope of riding out the storm was to stick closely to the Lockwood Report.  As for Magee, the great bulk of undergraduates eventually took Arts or Science degrees at Trinity College, Dublin.  Very few ever returned to Londonderry.  From the point of view of the local economy, expansion of higher technical education would confer much greater benefits. 

*The Chief Whip is responsible for ensuring that all members of parliament from the ruling party support the government in parliamentary votes.

Edited excerpt from the minutes of the Northern Ireland Cabinet meeting, 6th January 1965. PRONI, CAB/4/1288.

Study the documents opposite and answer the questions below.
1. (a) According to document A, what are the consequences for Magee College that it does not have the power to award its students full degrees?

(b) In document B, why does the Government Chief Whip advise that Magee College must be retained as “a university-level institution”? 

(c) Why does the Minister of Education in document B suggest that technical education would be better for the future of Derry than university status for Magee College?


















(20 marks)
2.  (a) What different perspectives do documents A and B offer on the future of Magee College?

(b) In document B, how does the Minister for Education’s attitude to Magee students finishing their degrees elsewhere differ from the view taken in document A?


















(20 marks)

3. (a) In your view, which document, A or B, offers a more objective view of issues relating to the suitability of Magee College as the site for a new university? Explain your answer, referring to both documents.

(b) How useful to the historian is document B in revealing the mood within the Cabinet of the Northern Ireland government in anticipation of the Lockwood Report, which was published the following month, on 20 February 1965?











(20 marks)
Apprentice Boys

LMI: Topic 5 – Politics and society in Northern Ireland, 1949-1993

Documents-based question (Higher level)                                 


(100 marks)

Case study to which documents relate: The Apprentice Boys of Derry

Study the following documents carefully and answer the questions that follow. 

Document A is an edited excerpt from a book published in 1970 and written by Russell Stetler, an American journalist, in which he describes the Apprentice Boys’ August parade of 1969. Document B is an edited extract from a report published in The Irish Times.

Document A
The anniversary of the lifting of the siege is celebrated on August 12 in Derry. For the city’s Catholic majority, the event hardly merits celebration or enthusiasm, but the annual march of the Apprentice Boys had come to be accepted like any other ritual. Many factories close down at this time, so a substantial number of Catholics are normally away on holiday when the march occurs. Catholic shopkeepers and tradesmen could hardly object to the material benefits of the tourist attraction. The processionists [those taking part in the parade] come from all over the Six Counties, often bringing their wives and families with them. They are not literally apprentices, of course, but Protestant men of all ages who assemble to commemorate the name and example of their young heroes of 1689. In the procession they wear bowler hats and sashes. Tens of thousands come to Derry for the celebration. On the night of the eleventh, the festivities commence with ceremonial bonfires. The next day religious services and the procession form the main activities. In the recent past, the event had come to pass peacefully enough. If the Catholics did not participate in the merriment, they had at least been passively tolerant. Protestant behaviour had become fairly restrained. But a new situation was inevitable in 1969.

Russell Stetler, The Battle of the Bogside: the politics of violence in Northern Ireland (1970), http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/events/battlebogside/stetler/stetler70.htm#august

Document B
Barricades went up in Bogside at 2 o’clock this morning within minutes of a bottle-throwing incident between Protestants and Catholics. Police and Civil Rights stewards kept the groups apart and restored a semblance of calm. The struggle for peace continued most of last night, as police and stewards kept opposing sections apart. The incident developed at the Bishop street end of Fountain street. Bottles were thrown into a crowd of Bogside residents gathered at the end of Fountain street. One woman was injured in the leg. Tempers flared but police and stewards moved in. At Fountain street a small crowd from the Bogside gathered at the Bishop street end. Further along Fountain street, the Protestants were celebrating around a bonfire. At one point some Protestants tried to force their way to the Catholic group, claiming that they were interfering with people on their way to the bonfire. Today, 10,000 Apprentice Boys are due to parade through the city and this morning, with the threat of major violence so obvious, many still hope the day will pass, as it usually does each August, without incident.

Dennis Kennedy, The Irish Times, 12 August, 1969.
1. (a) According to document A, what event is celebrated in Derry on August 12?

    (b) In document A, what two reasons does the writer give as to why Apprentice Boys’ parades in the years leading up to 1969 “had come to pass peacefully enough”? 

    (c) According to document B, who were the peacekeepers as trouble flared on the night of 11 August? 

                                                                                                                          
(20 marks)

2. (a) Does either writer use words or phrases that suggest he favours the nationalist side or the unionist side? Give reasons for your answer, referring to both documents.

    (b) Which document, A or B, appears to have been written for people who are not familiar with the Apprentice Boys of Derry?  Give reasons for your answer, referring to both documents. 

(20 marks)

3. (a) In document A, do you think the writer is fair-minded in his explanations of the Apprentice Boys’ celebrations and the Catholic community’s attitude towards those celebrations ? Support your answer by reference to the document.

    (b) Document B is a piece of reportage. From the point of view of the historian, what are the advantages and disadvantages of newspaper reports as historical sources?













(20 marks)

