1The Outline Plan
 The Outline Plan requires you to perform a number of specified tasks: 

1. Define the proposed subject of study. 

2. Justify the proposed subject of study. 

3. Identify the aims of the study. 

4. Identify the intended approach. 

5. Identify the sources to be consulted. 

6. In order to help you to complete the above tasks, a check-list of questions such as the following may be useful:

 a. Is the subject I have chosen historically significant?

 b. Is the focus of my proposed study a narrow one or is it too broad to allow in-depth investigation? c. Is my proposed title clearly defined?

 d. Are the aims that I have outlined sufficiently focused on the subject of my study?

 e. Are my proposed sources primary or specialist secondary (i.e. not a standard school textbook)?

 f. Have I explained clearly how I intend carrying out my research? g. Have I given enough information to establish the authenticity of my sources and/or the evidence drawn from them?

 NB: Your Outline Plan must be completed on one page of the research study report booklet
2a Evaluating sources for the research study

You can evaluate any type of source (e.g. website, documentary, article, census records) by

using a modified version of this worksheet. Remember that a minimum of two sources are

required at Ordinary level and at least three at Higher level. You should use a separate

worksheet for each source consulted. 1. Title of source consulted, including name of author, name of publisher, place and date of

publication.

Title:

Author:

Publisher:

2. What type of source is it? Is it a primary or secondary source? Is the author a participant, an eyewitness or an historian? Should I keep a photocopy of part of this source?

3. How relevant is this source to the subject of my study? Is there detailed/comprehensive

information here on the subject of my study? Does it deal with only some aspect(s) of the subject?

Does the evidence acquired here support or contradict prior knowledge acquired from other sources? What other sources could be used to fill in gaps in the evidence or to counter-check the account

and/or interpretation? 
4. Comments on the strengths and weaknesses of this source. Is this source well written? Do we know how the writer got the information contained in the source? Is it easy to understand? Are there useful maps/graphs/tables/illustrations? Is there a good bibliography suggesting other relevant sources? Are any quotes used referenced in footnotes? Are there any gaps in the evidence that make it difficult to come to conclusions? Does the writer appear to have an ulterior motive? Is the writer biased in any way?

2b Evaluating a website as a source for the research study

The Internet is a useful resource when working on your research study. It contains many

websites of academic or historical interest that may provide you with information relevant to

your subject.

However, it is important to remember that the World Wide Web allows people to put forward

their views with no restrictions, no matter how inappropriate or offensive those views might

be. In addition, some websites that may seem to be historical are actually biased and engage in

propaganda, using evidence selectively to support a political viewpoint. If in doubt about the

suitability of a web-based source, you should consult your teacher.

Remember that you need a minimum of two sources at OL and at least three at HL. One of

these should be a historian’s work, where available. A website may be an appropriate source.

It is also important that you are able to evaluate your website sources. You should be able to judge their relevance to your subject and be aware of any strengths or

weaknesses. The worksheet entitled Evaluating sources for the research study on pages 8

and 9 may also be helpful in this regard.

The following points in relation to website sources are useful to bear in mind:

Name of author:

Title of page or article:

Date written (if available):

URL (address) of website:

Date accessed or downloaded:

What is the purpose of the website?

Can I be clear on the author’s credentials to present the information?

Is the website current or outdated?

When was the website last updated?

Can I see where the author got the information presented in the

source? [Look for footnotes or other references]

Does the website consist mainly of opinions? Are facts presented

as well?

Are any useful links to other relevant sites provided?

Is there original information here that I did not obtain in other

sources that I used?

Is there evidence of political or ideological bias?

Have I printed, or downloaded, the data accessed to prove

that I used this source?
3 The Extended Essay

The Extended Essay is the most substantial of the three components in the research

study report. The word length should be 600-800 words for Ordinary level students,

and 1200-1500 words for Higher level students. In the Extended Essay, the student

sets down his/her main findings and conclusions. Findings should be laid out in a

coherent manner, with a clear introduction and conclusion, and a line of logical

development in between. Students should also include a review of the research

process undertaken, and indicate how useful that process was in achieving the aims

laid down in the Outline Plan.

4 Review of the research process

In your review of the research process, you need to indicate how you carried out your

research, the benefits you think you gained from it and any problems you had to deal

with along the way. If you are unclear as to what you should be dealing with in

reviewing the research process, the following list may help you.

Please note that you do not need to include a response to every question, although it

is necessary to address the point raised in number 6 below.

1. Defining the subject: How did you go about choosing a title for your research

study?

2. Location of information: How did you find your sources? Where did you

find your sources?

3. Interrogating the sources: How did you go about asking questions of the

sources? Skim-reading? Checking chapter headings for relevance? Checking the

index or bibliography? How easy was it to find the data you needed? Did you find you

needed to keep anything in mind as you read, interviewed or examined your sources? 4. How did you select and record your data to answer the questions you set

yourself? Note taking? Highlighting segments in photocopied pages? 5. Collating of data: How did you put your data in order? Did you use a

computer? Notebook? Separate folders/pages for separate sections?

6. The aims of the study: How well did you achieve the aims of the study as

laid down in the Outline Plan? Were there any difficulties involved? Were you in any way surprised by the evidence you uncovered? Would you do anything differently

if you were to start again?

7. Writing: How did you go about writing your essay? Did you make out a plan? Did you do a first draft? If so, how did you change that draft? Did you find yourself

making judgements about what evidence to use?

8. What has the experience of doing this essay taught you about the skills of

the historian? Did you learn any new skills from the whole experience? Information-

gathering skills? Research skills? Technical skills? Skills in working with evidence?

5 Final Checklist for the Research Study

Use this checklist to ensure that you have completed the research study as required.

Title:

1. Have I written down the full title of my research study in the booklet?

2. Is the subject of my research clearly and concisely stated in my title?

3. Have I included the date parameters of my research study in the title?

4. Are the dates of my research study located in the period before 1993 if my

subject relates to Irish history or before 1992 if my subject relates to the

history of Europe and the wider world?
 Outline Plan:

5. Have I responded to each of the requirements laid down for the Outline Plan?

a. Define and justify the proposed subject of study;

b. Identify the aims;

c. Identify the intended approach;

d. Cite at least two sources at Ordinary level or at least three at Higher

level.

6. Have I ensured that the aims I have set down are sufficiently focused on my

subject?

7. Have I ensured that my intended approach as set down is sufficiently focused

on my subject? 8. Have I ensured that at least one of my sources is written by an historian?

9. Have I cited my sources fully and accurately? 10. Have I cited any website source that I used fully and accurately?

11. Have I completed my Outline Plan on the relevant page of the booklet?

The Evaluation of the Sources:

12. Have I evaluated each of the sources that I cited fully in my Outline Plan?

13. Have I commented on the relevance of each source to the subject of my study?

14. Have I commented on the strength and weaknesses of each source to the

subject of my study?

15. Have I completed the Evaluation of the Sources on the relevant page of the

booklet?

The Extended Essay:

16. Have I set down my findings and conclusions under the appropriate heading in

a coherent manner, with a clear introduction and conclusion, and a line of

logical development in between? 17. Have I addressed in my essay the aims that I set down in my Outline Plan?

18. Have I ensured that the essay is sufficiently focused on the title of my study? 19. Have I included a review of the research process in my essay?

20. Have I made clear in my review how useful the research process I undertook

was in addressing the aims laid down in my Outline Plan?

21. Have I ensured that my review is specific to the subject of my research study? 22. Have I ensured that my Extended Essay consists of 1200-1500 words HL/

600-800 words OL, including my review? 23. Have I written the word length of my Extended Essay in the appropriate space

on the cover of the booklet?

Finally:

24. Have I kept notes and rough drafts prepared as part of the research study,

including tapes and/or transcripts of oral history testimony (where

appropriate)?

25. Have I submitted my report to my teacher and signed the appropriate form?
