Joanne Keane

Thesis Title
‘Engage, Enrich, Empower’

How I am Improving my Practice as a Primary School Learning Support Teacher, by Using Multimedia to Enhance the Creative Writing Process
Abstract
Technology tools have the potential to augment and transform classroom learning and teaching through use of ‘innovative pedagogy and creative engagement’ (Somekh and Saunders 2007). This study investigates how technology and multimedia can be used to enhance the teaching of the creative writing process to senior primary school students. 

My concern is that information and communication technology (ICT) be used in a meaningful, interactive and structured way with the students, supporting the aims of the primary school curriculum, catering to the students’ learning needs and fostering the students’ creativity. 

A group of four Fifth Class students and a group of four Sixth Class students participated in the study, which took place over a 14 week period. The students, who needed support in the area of literacy, were withdrawn from their mainstream classes for learning support. While using a software program for creative story writing they worked collaboratively and learned to use many features including animation and voice recording. They presented the multimedia stories they had created to their audiences on the school’s new Interactive Whiteboard. These stories were publicised on the school’s website and published in book format. 

The approach used was Living Educational Theory. This type of action research encourages the researcher to turn the spotlight on her own practice and focus on the question ‘how can I improve my practice?’ Data collection methods included; semi structured and informal interview with students and colleagues, feedback from critical friends, learning journal, video and photographs of practice, student’s work and multimedia books created by students.

The integration of ICT in the creative writing process proved to be a success though it necessitated a change in traditional teaching methodology.  Notwithstanding the many challenges, the enjoyment and empowerment of the students validated the premise of using technology to enhance the creative writing process.

The project undertaken demonstrates that with sufficient provision of time, material and training, ICT can enable student creativity and voice.
