CHARLES STEWART PARNELL

SECTION 1 1875-1879

Parnell entered parliament following a by-election victory in Meath in 1875. A landlord of protestant stock, he inherited a strong anti-English feeling from his parents, especially his mother and his own experiences at Cambridge. In taking up Biggars obstruction policy, he asserted in parliament that the Manchester martyrs had committed no murder. He was deliberately seeking popular support. In 1877, Parnell replaced Butt as leader of the Home Rule confederation, London based and Fenian dominated and marks the first stage in the transfer of power from Butt to Parnell. In 1878 and 1879, Parnell made no attempt at the leadership but his influence was steadily growing. 1879 was the turning point.

THE NEW DEPARTURE

Definition

The new departure was the link between extreme and constitutional nationalism negotiated by Davoy, Davitt and Parnell. Davoy promised Parnell support if he dropped Home Rule in favour of Irish self-government and a solution to the land question in the form of peasant proprietorship. For Parnell, the New Departure offered financial support from America and a nationwide organisation in Ireland.

SECTION 2 THE LAND WAR

If the answer is on Parnell’s whole career.

The Land War had a profound effect on Parnell’s career:

1. In 1890, it thrust him to the leadership of the Home Rule party.

2. By returning to parliament following Davitts arrest by the Protection of Persons and Property Act, he took the crucial decision of his political career and had firmly sided with constitutional not extreme politics.

3. By the 1881 Land Act and the Kilmanhem Treaty, the 3F’s were legalised, introducing co-ownership and making peasant propriatorship and an Irish parliament inevitable.

4. His reaction to the Phoenix park murders and criticism by British M.P.’s so strengthened his position that he could resist demands to reform the Land League and instead set up the National League which placed Home Rule at the forefront of its policies.

5. Finally, the land war had made Parnell the most popular politician the country had seen since Daniel O’Connell.

PARNELL-SECTION 2 THE LAND WAR

If the answer is on part of Parnell’s career.

PART 1

The 1880 General election was fought mainly on the land issue. Of the 61 Home Rule  M.P.’s elected, 24 were Parnell supporters and Parnell was elected leader of the party. The failure of subsequent reforms by Gladstone led to increased agitation and violence and eventually to coercion in the form of the Protection of Persons and Property Act. The immediate arrest of Davitt led to Parnell’s suspension from parliament. In the crucial decision of his career, he returned to parliament instead of starting a “no-rent” campaign in Ireland, because he knew another Land Act was pending thus firmly siding with constitutional and not extreme politics.

PART 2

The 1881 Land Act legalised the 3 F’s but had weaknesses. Of most importance, it didn’t apply to leaseholders or tenants in arrears. It was opposed by the Fenians and poorer tenants but supported by the richer tenants, Home Rule M.P’s and the clergy. Parnell balanced the two extremes, as he couldn’t lose the support of either group. He saw the act through parliament, got suspended and returned to Ireland to denounce the act and coercion. In October 1881, he was arrested, the Land League issued a “no-rent” manifesto and the government declared the Land League illegal.

PART 3

With political leaders in prison and violence increasing, the government was losing control and Parnell was seen as the only man who could pacify Ireland. Parnell also wanted out of prison because too long in prison threatened his political position and he wanted to be with Katherine O’Shea after the death of their first child. The Kilmainhem treaty allowed leaseholders and tenants in arrears access to the Act. Coercion would be dropped and in return, Parnell would co-operate with Liberals and restore order. Any opposition to the treaty was diverted by the Phoenix Park murders. Parnell’s offer to resign and attacks by British M.P.’s so strengthened his position that he could resist the demands to reform the Land League. Instead he set up the National League, which placed Home Rule at the forefront of its policies. Finally it made Parnell the most popular politician the country had seen since Daniel O’Connell.

PARNELL SECTION 3 1882-1886

NATIONAL LEAGUE

Aim: to get Home Rule

Organisers: Tim Healy, Timothy Harrington and William O’Brien.

Functions:

1. To organise constituencies

2. 2. To raise funds

3. 3. To select candidates

Success

From 1882-1886, the national league raised over 109 thousand pounds with less than 1/3 coming from America.


In the general election of 1885, Parnell led 86 M.P.’s back to Westminster. The party was disciplined, bound by a parliamentary pledge to “sit, act and vote or else resign”

PARNELL PART 2

In parliament, Parnell played one party off against the other as both realised Parnell and Home Rule were likely to hold the balance of power at Westminster. As a result, in 1884, Joseph Chamberlain came up with the Central Board policy. The scheme was rejected by Parnell and Split the Liberal party. When the Liberals proposed to renew coercion, Parnell combined with the Conservatives to bring down the government. With the general election postponed for 6 months, the Conservatives immediately dropped coercion and introduced the Ashbourne Land Act 1885.

TERMS

1.The government provided 5 million pounds for land purchase to be repaid at 4% over 49 years. In 1887, a further 5 million pounds was added and in all over 25,000 tenants bought their land.

PART 3 THE FIRST HOME RULE BILL

General Election 1885

In the 1885 general election, the Liberal majority over the Conservatives was 86. No party could form a government without Parnell’s support. When the Conservatives made no move towards Home Rule and indicated a return to coercion, Parnell combined with the Liberals and Gladstone became Prime Minister for the 3rd time having indicated his conversion to Home Rule.

GLADSTONES 1ST HOME RULE BILL

Assessment

Gladstone’s first Home Rule bill fell far short of self-government but met 3 lines of opposition

1. The bill contained no safeguard for unionists.

2. Home Rule would lead to total separation and the break-up of the empire.

3. The Irish were not ready to govern themselves. The Home Rule bill split the Liberals and when it came to the vote the conservatives and disaffecting Liberals ensured the bill was defeated by 30 votes (341 to 311).

RESULTS

1. The Liberal Party in future would generally support Irish self-government.

2. Parnell in the future would have to support the Liberals because they supported Home Rule.

3. For the 1st time, the Conservatives would have to have a policy for Ireland-“Killing Home Rule with kindness”. 

SECTION 4 PARNELL 1886-1890

The years 1886-1890 marked a revival of land agitation in Ireland “the plan of campaign” however Parnell remained apart from the agitation fearing any association with violence.

PIGOTT FORGERIES

Parnell’s own political fortunes were thrust to the centre of British politics when “The Times” newspaper published a letter supposedly written by Parnell regretting having to denounce the Phoenix park murders. Further incriminating evidence was later published. At Parnell’s own insistence, a special commission was set up to investigate the charges but the main question was simply, had he written the letters? In February 1889, a Dublin journalist, Richard Piggott admitted having forged the letters which resulted in a great surge of popularity for Parnell and Home Rule. In December 1889, Parnell invited Gladstone to discuss the next Home Rule Bill.

THE DIVORCE SCANDAL

Parnell was at the height of his powers when in December 1889, Captain O’Shea filed for divorce from his wife Katherine O’Shea naming Parnell as correspondent. In the circumstances of the Victorian age, this was enough to damn him. Gladstone came under pressure from many to make a decisive break from Parnell. In November 1890, he informed Justin McCarthy that if Parnell did not retire from politics, the Liberals would lose the election and Home Rule would be postponed indefinitely. Gladstone also wrote to Parnell informing him that he must resign but the Home Rule party re-elected Parnell. Gladstone then published his letter making it a simpler choice between Parnell and Home Rule. The Home Rule Party met again on December 1st in committee room 15 and following a week of heated argument, the party split with Parnell, 54 anti- Parnelites and 32 Parnelites. Parnell at once carried the fight to Ireland but he was opposed by the Catholic Church, Davitt and leading Home Rule M.P.’s. In by-elections, his candidates were defeated. His own health deteriorated rapidly. In June 1891, he married Katherine O’Shea and on the 6th of October 1891, aged 45 he died in Brighton.

ACHIEVEMENTS

1. The Land question was revolutionised by the 1881 Land Act. This brought co-ownership and the 3 F’s. 

2. He created a disciplined, pledge bound parliamentary party – proof that Ireland was ready for self-government.

3. They succeeded in bringing the Liberals to the idea of Home Rule and forced “killing Home Rule with kindness on the Conservatives”.

4. Probably his greatest achievement was giving the Irish people greater pride and confidence in themselves and ensured an Irish parliament was inevitable.

