Duquesa Suites Golf and Gardens
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Welcome to our apartment in Duquesa Suites Golf and Gardens, one of the best kept secrets in the Costa del Sol. Here is some information on the apartment and some tips on where to go and what to do during your stay.
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Our Apartment
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Our apartment is a generous 80m2 with an extra 20 m2 on the large balcony. There are 2 bedrooms, one double and one twin. 100% cotton bedlinen and bath towels are provided. There is also a sofabed in the large sitting dining room so the apartment can sleep up to 6 people. A cot and high chair for a baby is available on request. There are 2 bathrooms, the ensuite with a Jacuzzi bath and bidet and the other with a shower. 

The kitchen has everything you could need including a dishwasher and microwave, coffee maker, fridge/freezer, toaster and oven. It has a separate laundry with a washing machine and iron. The dining area seats 6. The large sitting/dining room has a satellite television, a DVD and stereo.
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The apartment is fully air-conditioned and heated with marble floors throughout. It is on the second floor with fantastic sea views from the large balcony. This suntrap has seating for al fresco meals and steamer chairs for a relaxation. 

Duquesa Suites Golf and Gardens

This new complex has three pools and a children’s pool as well as a small playground and paddleball court set in fabulous tropical gardens. There is a lift for easy access and a designated secure parking space beneath the block.
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Puerto de la Duquesa
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The complex is in a quiet area yet it is only 3 minutes walk to the nearest shops in Monte de Duquesa plaza. The  marina and port area of Puerto de la Duquesa is short walk  further on. There you will find numerous shops and bars, a bank with an ATM, a newsagent, boutique, hairdresser, tourist office and an internet cafe. Restaurants include cuisine from France, Italy, Thailand, China, India, Great Britain and Ireland as well as Spain.

The marina has more than 300 berths. There are no high rise hotels here to spoil the view. The blue flag beach stretches as far as Sabinillas and on to Estepona with children’s playgrounds. On the other side, it winds around the coast to Sotogrande. The waterfront is closed to traffic. 

Sabinillas
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Sabinillas is a nearby seaside resort with a more Spanish feel. There are many shops including pharmacies, a tabac where you can buy stamps, larger supermarkets Mercadona and Supersol which are open at lunchtime and an English bookshop. There are bars and restaurants and also a market on Sundays.

Estepona

The well known resort of Estepona is only 10 minutes away. It is a pleasant seaside town with many shops and restaurants, especially good for fish. There is a lovely promenade and a huge Carrefore supermarket on the far side of town if you are self catering. 
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There is a market on a Wednesday with a good choice of local produce. You can get a taxi from the rank outside the Duquesa supermarket for around €16, recommended if you are taking in some of the nightlife.

In the hills behind Estepona is Selwo safari park which comes highly recommended. Allow at least half a day. Other family attractions include a combined water and theme park called Prado World with water slides, mini golf, rollerskating and other kids activities. Tel +34 952 791174. 

Prices

You are renting directly from us, the owners so there are no commissions to pay and our prices are competitive. We have a local management company to help if you run into difficulties during your stay. 

We ask for a deposit at time of booking of 20% and the balance 8 weeks before departure. You can pay in Euros or sterling in Spain, UK or Ireland, cheque or bank transfer. The prices include a weekly maid service and linen change. There are discounts for longer term lets outside of high season and a 10% discount if you book within 4 weeks of departure.

· Low Season (November to March) 330 Euro/£225 per week 

· Mid Season (April, May and October) 475 Euro/£315 per week 

· Shoulder Season (June, September) 545 Euro/£370 per week

· High Season (July and August 07) 725 Euro/£495 per week

More Information

For more information please check our website which has up to date information on the area and travel to and around the area.

· Website: www.duquesasuites.co.uk
· email: DuquesaSuites@gmail.com
· Tel: 07788 784489 or in Ireland (00 353) on 01 6289792
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Area Information

There are many other fascinating destinations in this part of Spain so a guidebook is recommended to get the most out of your trip. Note that not all attractions are open in the low season. 

Benalmadena is further east along the coast and is a good place for family attractions. There is a pleasure park called Tivoli which is entertaining rather than adrenaline fueled with a variety of rides and shows. Open afternoons only until late. Mijas aqua park is an outdoor waterpark with slides, rapid etc. Tel +34 952 460404. The Sea Life centre in Puerto Deportivo has lots of exotic Mediterranean underwater life including sharks, octopuses and eels. Tel +34 952 560150. 

Close by in Torremolinos there is another larger Aquapark with slides, rapids, twisters and a golf area. Tel +34 952 388888.
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Marbella is arguably the Costa del Sol's most up market resort. It certainly still attracts the rich and famous and is a very chic beachside retreat for the wealthy international crowd. If you want to join them on the promenade, it is around 30 minutes from La Duquesa.

Puerto Banus is recommended for people watching at the yacht in the harbour and shopping in the El Corte Ingles department store or at some of the many other shops in the centre. The town buzzes at night with glitzy bars, restaurants and discos. 

Seville is about 2 hours drive, mostly along new roads. It is the home of the flamenco. Worth visiting are the 15th century cathedral, the Giralda tower, a 12th century minaret from the Moorish era and the Reales Alcazares palace. Italica, one of the best preserved Roman cities in Spain can be visited on the same trip.

Tarifa is along the coast beyond Gibraltar. The wind is funnelled in from the Atlantic to the Straits of Gibraltar so the conditions are always windy. It is famous for surfing, windsurfing and kitesurfing.  It is also a great place to go for [image: image17.jpg]


whale and dolphin watching tours.
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Granada is a 2 1/2 hour drive along motorways through the mountains. Ensure you have an up to date map. You can stop off at any of the many famous Andalucian 'white villages' on the way. The city itself is vibrant and well worth a visit for itself but the pearl of the destination is the Alhambra.
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The Sierra Nevada ski area of Andalucia is half an hour from Granada so you can ski in the morning and sleep on the beach in the afternoon.
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Gibraltar is about 30 minutes southwest along the coastal motorway. There aren't many road signs from Spain so keep your eyes open. Access is from Algeciras. Remember to bring your passport! In high season, the queues to leave can be long. it can be quicker to park your car on the Spanish side and walk across. 
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The rock is very impressive to see and there are sights of historical note as well as duty free shopping. As well as the apes, you can see dolphins on a boat trip into the bay or visit the botanical gardens.
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You will see many places along the road to buy ferry tickets to Ceuta and Tangier. Ceuta is a part of Spain in Africa (much like Gibraltar in Spain) and Tangier is in Morocco. (passports!) There are cheap and regular car- and passenger-ferry links. The routes are from Algeciras, Tarifa,  Gibraltar, Almería and Málaga. We went as foot passengers on the hydrofoil from Tarifa. It takes about 45 minutes. note that Morocco is two hours behind Spain in the summer. 
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First time visitors may prefer to take a tour from Spain as there can be a lot of 'guides' vying for your trade but they are not too aggressive if you are firm. The company VivAndalucia does a tour. Let me know if you want to book ahead of time or ask at the tourist office when you’re there.


Ronda is an ancient town perched high over the El Tajo gorge. It about 1 1/2 hours drive from Duquesa through the mountains. The roads are not recommended for people who suffer from vertigo!

There are many indications of its Moorish heritage remaining including the typical maze of winding narrow streets up and down the hills and over ancient bridges.

There is a daily train to Ronda from Algeciras that runs along the scenic Bobadilla-Algeciras line. Tours can be arranged at the tourist office with VivAndalucia or ask me if you want to book beforehand.

Casares and Gaucin, are two of the many Andalucian white towns you can visit, nestled high in the mountains inland from the coast, a million miles away from the bustle of the coastal towns. Take comfortable shoes as you will be walking uphill through the narrow windy streets and are virtually guaranteed to get a little lost. That is part of the appeal. If you look carefully on the road through the mountains you may spot eagles.

Seville is about 2 hours drive, mostly along new roads. It is the home of the flamenco. Worth visiting are the 15th century cathedral and the Giralda, a 12th century minaret from the Moorish era. 

Costa Del Golf

There is a long tradition of golf tourism in Andalucia and more than 60 golf courses within easy driving of our apartment. There is something to suit all pockets and abilities, which is why the Costa del Sol is sometimes known as the 'Costa del Golf.' 

La Duquesa golf course and country club is 2 minutes drive or 5 minutes walk from our apartment. It is a championship 18 hole Robert Trent Jones course constructed in 1989. It overlooks the Mediterranean with views out to North Africa and Gibraltar. 

It is a challenging course for golfers of all standards with a mixture of distances and hazards. Some holes can be a little tight, more suitable for a long iron than a driver. The feature holes include the eighth with a vertical drop of 10 metres to the green only 108m away.

This is a friendly course and a good clubhouse with changing facilities, a bar and restaurant with a large terrace. There is ample parking and buggies and trollies for hire. It is par 72 with a total length of 5,672 metres from the yellow tees. 

Other recommended golf courses in Andalucia within a 30 minute drive include: 

· Los Arqueros in Marbella, designed by Seve Ballesteros in 1991. It is set in the Sierra de Ronda, designed around three lakes. It is a very good test even for the most seasoned golfer and there are some very tight holes. It is relatively short by modern standards and it may be advisable to play more for position than for big hits.

· La Quintain Marbella is a 27 hole course. It was designed by Antonio Garrido and Manuel Pinero in 1989. The terrain is undulating and the fairways are narrow and winding with many trees and water hazards to avoid.

· Los Flamingos in Benahavis was designed by Antonio Garrido and opened in 2001. It has spectacular views of the Mediterranean, North Africa and Gibraltar and the different types of trees give the holes their identities. There is a good mix of long and short holes. Feature holes include the par 4 10th where a good tee shot is required to be able to play the next over water to reach the huge undulating green.

· Monte Mayor in Benahavis, near Marbella. Designed by Jose Gancedo in 1989, this is arguably Andalucia's most spectacular course with mountain views and water hazards crossed with six bridges. Feature holes include the 7th with the tees on a raised platform. The drive must land on an isolated plateau and the second shot on another plateau.The 3rd has its tees at tree level, set against the mountain with views across a shallow river to the green 140m away. Par 71, 5354 metres.

· Estepona in Estepona, designed by Lopez Martinez in 1998 with dramatic sea and mountain views. This is a very friendly course designed in 1989 by Jose Louis Lopez. Feature holes include the so called ski run at the 5th which is downhill from the tee. Par 72, 5610 metres.

· The San Roque Club near Sotogrande. This was designed by Dave Thomas and Tony Jacklin in 1965. Feature holes include the 8th where many balls have been lost and the 18th which requires a drive avoiding water on the left followed by a long iron shot over a stream to the green avoiding a lake on the right. Par 72, 6048 metres.

· Almenara is only 500 metres from Valderrama. It is one of the newer courses boasting 27 holes, designed by Dave Thomas with the first 18 opened in 1998. The fairways run through cork oaks and pines  with several streams and lakes. 

· Royal Golf Club Sotogrande, designed by Robert Trent in 1964, this is often voted in the top 10 European courses. It is well established with many types of trees. Water hazards in the back 9 make the course appear longer than it is but the course is kept so well groomed there is a total lack of rough. Par 72, 5853m.

· Valderrama in Sotogrande. This world famous course needs little introduction. The original course was designed by Robert Trent Jones and updated again by him in 1987.The course is maintained in the perfectly manicured state recognisable from its starring television roles. Why not be a Tiger for the day?

· Alhaurin in Fuengirola just behind the Mijas mountains. There are three courses, 27 holes of which were designed by Seve Ballesteros, opened in 1994. There is one full length 18 hole course, one short 18 hole course and a 9 hole par 3 course. The fairways are green and well maintained and the design is well adapted to the hilly terrain. With all the undulations, buggies are recommended.

· Alcaidesa in La Linea is a links style course. it was designed in 1992 by Peter Alliss and Clive Clark. It is unrelenting to those of us who do not always manage to hit the ball straight. The sea breeze adds an extra dimension. 
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Travel Information

Please note we try to keep this information up to date but the airlines are always adding new routes and airports so some research is advised. Note also that some routes are seasonal and some airlines have great special offers if you ask and keep an eye on the newspapers. It also pays to book as far ahead as you can. Check our website www.duquesasuites.co.uk/travel.html for updates.

Flights from UK

· Air2000 aka First Choice the charter airline has flights to Malaga from Bristol,  Exeter, Gatwick, Glasgow, Manchester,  Nottingham/ East Midlands and Stansted. www.firstchoice.co.uk Phone 0870 850 3999.

· Air Berlin is a German budget airline that flies direct from Manchester and  Stansted to Malaga. www.airberlin.com Phone 0870 738 8880.

· Air Scotland is Scotland’s answer to Ryanair. It flies from Glasgow and Edinburgh to Malaga. www.air-scotland.com Phone 0870 850 0958.

· Avro  is a chartered airline flying from Birmingham, Bristol, Gatwick, Glasgow 

and Manchester to Malaga. http://www.avro.co.uk/ Phone 0870 160 8181.

· bmibaby has flights to Malaga from Birmingham, Cardiff, Manchester, and Nottingham/ East Midlands. www.bmibaby.com Phone 0870 2642229.

· British Airways uses their subsidiary GB Airways to fly to Malaga from Heathrow, Gatwick and Manchester and to Gibraltar from Gatwick. www.britishairways.com Phone 0870 8509850. 

· Easyjet the economy airline flies from Belfast, Bristol, Glasgow, Liverpool, Nottingham/ East Midlands and Newcastle as well as Stansted, Gatwick and Luton to Malaga. www.easyjet.co.uk Phone 0870 600000. 

· Excelairways has flights to Malaga from Birmingham, Bristol, Gatwick, Manchester and Newcastle. www.excelairways.com Phone 0870 320 7777.

· flybe (British European) has flights to Malaga from Birmingham, Exeter, Norwich and Southampton. www.flybe.com Phone 08705 676676. 

· Globespan the other Scottish economy airline flies to Malaga from Durham/Tees Valley, Edinburgh and Glasgow. www.flyglobespan.com Phone 08705 561 522. 

· Iberia flies to Malaga from Heathrow and Gatwick. www.iberia.com Phone 0845 6012854.

· Jet2 has flights to Malaga from Blackpool, Belfast, Leeds Bradford, Manchester and Newcastle. www.jet2.com Phone 0870 7378282.

· MyTravelLite has daily flights to Malaga from Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Glasgow, Manchester, Nottingham East Midland and London Gatwick. www.mytravellite.com Phone 08701 564564. 

· Monarch Airlines has flights to Aberdeen, Birmingham, Gatwick, Luton and Manchester and from Luton to Gibraltar as well as as well as chartered flights from Aberdeen, Birmingham, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liverpool, Luton, 

· Newcastle and Newquay to Malaga. www.monarch-airlines.com Phone 08700 405040.

· Ryanair the original low cost airline, flies from London Stansted to Jerez de la Frontera. www.ryanair.com Phone 0871 2460000.

· ThomsonFly is very good for regional flights. It has flights to Malaga from Belfast, Birmingham, Bournemouth, Bristol, Cardiff, Coventry, Doncaster/Sheffield, Durham/Tees Valley, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Gatwick, Leeds, Liverpool, Luton, Manchester, Newcastle and Nottingham East Midlands. www.thomsonfly.com Phone 0800 000 747. 

Charter Flight Consolidators

· Charter Flights www.charterflights.co.uk Phone 020 7854 8434

· Avro Phone www.avro.co.uk Phone 0870 458 2841

· Flight Line www.flightline.co.uk Phone 0800 036 0777


Flights from Ireland 

· Aer Lingus the national flag carrier gives seat assignments and flies direct from Dublin and Cork to Malaga. www.aerlingus.ie Phone 0818 365000. 

· Budget Air flies from Cork, Dublin and Shannon to Malaga. www.budgettravel.ie Phone 01 631 1079.

· Easyjet the economy airline flies from Belfast to Malaga. www.easyjet.co.uk Phone 0870 600000.

· Michael Stein Travel has charter flights to Malaga from Dublin, Cork and Knock. Watch the papers for special offers. www.steintravel.ie Phone 1890 408408.

· Ryanair flies direct from Dublin and Shannon to Malaga. www.ryanair.ie Phone 0818 303030.

· Spanair has charter flights to Malaga from Dublin. www.spanair.com Phone +34 902 92 91 91.

Flight comparison websites

· Travel Supermarket searches for the lowest flight fares from hundreds of websites for the UK and Dublin. www.travelsupermarket.com 

· Skyscanner the search engine for cheap flights. www.skyscanner.net
· Travel Jungle searches for the lowest flight fares from the UK. www.traveljungle.co.uk  

· Open Jet searches high quality low fare airlines including Easyjet, MytravelLite and BMIbaby. www.openjet.com 

· Expedia searches the larger airlines and can come up with some unusual airline combinations. www.expedia.co.uk 
Travelocity is much the same. www.travelocity.co.uk

· Getting Around

Driving

A car is useful in Andalucia, to tour around or if you want to play some of the golf courses, but it is not a necessity.

Air conditioning is recommended from late spring to late autumn. A new coastal motorway, the E15 now services La Duquesa, turnoff Manilva. Certain stretches carry a toll of a few Euros. Have some coins ready. You must be over 21 in Spain to hire a car and have held your licence for more than a year. EU residents can use their national driving license. Seatbelts must be worn in the front and back seats. Priority is given on the right unless otherwise specified.

Car Hire

There are all the usual suspects (Hertz and Avis) at Malaga and Gibraltar Airports. Local car hire firms we have tried have proven reliable, punctual and clean. They meet you in the car park with the car and paperwork. 

We recommend Bruno's Car Hire, phone +34 95 289 1415 and Espacar, phone +34 95 277 4715 both in Malaga and Gibraltar and Helle Hollis, phone +34 95 224 5544 in Malaga only. Recently we have used www.carjet.com which was cheaper.

Public Transport

It would be fair to say that Puerto de la Duquesa is poorly served by public transport. The long distance bus service along the main road to Malaga and Cadiz is infrequent. There is a local bus service around Duquesa, Manilva and Sabinillas.

If you do not want to drive yourself, there are taxis available. A taxi into Estepona is around €16 one way depending on the time of day. The taxi rank is right outside the Duquesa supermarket.

We can arrange a taxi to pick you up from the airport for around €85.

We recommend VivAndalucia for guided tours all over Southern Spain. See www.vivandalucia.com for information. Let me know if you want to book one in advance.

Kate Dempsey

17 Leinster Wood

Carton Demesne

Co Kildare

Ireland
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