The Chess Game.

Sharvan The Surly lived in the Forest of Dooros and guarded the Fairy Quicken Tree from thieves who might steal the magic berries from it.

The Sons of Morna had come to Fionn ask for places in the ranks of the Fianna. Fionn said he would allow them to join if they could either bring back the head of Diarmuid O’ Dyna, or a handful of berries from the fairy Quicken Tree in the Forest of Dooros.

The Sons Of Morna got to the Forest of Dooros but Diarmuid beat them in battle. He tied them up.

Gráinne really wanted some of the magic quicken berries. So Diarmuid slayed the giant Sharvan and he and Gráinne climbed the Quicken Tree to live there to keep hidden from the Fianna. He gave some of the berries to the Sons of Morna and they brought them to Fionn. 

Fionn knew that it could only have been Diarmuid who had slain the giant Sharvan.

So Fionn and the Leinster Fianna went into the Forest of Dooros…
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Diarmuid was hiding up in the tree when Oísín and Fionn arrived at the forest. Gráinne was taken to safety by Angus Óg, Diarmuid’s foster father, under his magic cloak. 

Fionn said “I will rest a while here in the shade, for I know that Diarmuid is somewhere in the branches over our heads and cannot  escape us while we keep the tree surrounded”. 

Fionn then decided to play a game of chess under the Quicken Tree with Oisín. 
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Fionn always beat Oisín at chess, and at one point in the game, when he was near winning, Fionn said, “You could win this game with one move, Oísín my son, but I challenge you to  find what move it is”.

Diarmuid was watching the game from the tree, and he thought to himself, ‘Many times have you helped me, Oísín my sword-brother, and shall I not help you now?’ 

He took a berry from the tree and with such a skilful aim it hit one of Oísín’s chessmen and bounced onto a certain square on the board, and with that move Oisín won the game. They played and played and Oísín kept winning. Fionn then figured out that Diarmuid was helping Oísín, and he became furious. 

Fionn told all the Fianna to surround the tree in a circle. Angus Óg found out with his knowledge that his foster son was in trouble so he came as quick as he could. Men kept climbing the tree with Diarmuid fighting each one off, and as they fell Angus Óg put the likeness of Diarmuid upon each one and the Fianna at the bottom of the tree cut each of their own warrior’s head’s off.

Diarmuid was getting annoyed. So he chose the side of the tree where the Fianna stood closest to the trunk and walked out hidden by the leaves and along a thick branch and then he sprang out and down, and ran off to safety.

 He ran back to Angus Óg’s fort to meet Gráinne.
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