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Kurdistan Solidarity Ireland: a short history,
by Anne McCluskey

Kurdistan Solidarity Ireland was initially established as Kurdistan
Information Network in 1993.  It was established by a small group of
Irish & Kurdish voluntary activists. KIN's aim was to increase members'
own awareness and that of the public of the denial of civil,
political, cultural and linguistic rights to Kurdish people in Turkey.
In 1994 a delegation of five representatives of HADEP & KIC (London)
was facilitated in meeting the Department of Foreign Affairs and political
parties in an attempt to put Kurdistan on their agenda at international
fora. A small delegation of Irish people, including  RTE's Foreign Editor 

Margaret Ward (then a student of journalism), travelled to Kurdistan on a
fact-finding mission.  KIN subsequently (1995) produced a background 

report entitled A Secret War (out of print) which drew significant media 

attention to the abuses in the Kurdish region of Turkey.

In 1996, Anne McCluskey, KIN's founder, travelled to Diyarbakir to work for
a short period with the local Human Rights Association.  Her studies into
the evacuation of up to 3,000 Kurdish villages in the Southeast of Turkey were
published in a short report - The East is Being Emptied (out of print) which
was launched in December 1997.  The abuses of Kurdish human and civil
rights were kept on the agenda of the Department of Foreign Affairs through
the visits of numerous delegations from KIC in London and the Kurdish
Parliament in Exile.  KSI have warm and positive memories of all the
delegates who visited and always wished that a more comprehensive network 

existed to more thoroughly follow up  the issues raised.  Particular mention must be
made of Mizgin Sen & Serhat Buldan, tireless workers for the Kurdish people
and whose determination and wonderful humour energised all those they came
into contact with in Ireland.

In 1998 we decided that an information network did not accurately describe
our work and we became known as Kurdistan Solidarity Ireland.  KSI launched its
report 1988-98; The Kurds in Iraq and Turkey, Ireland's role and
responsibilities.  Though small, KSI has been and continues to be a thorn in
the side of the spin doctors for Turkey's militarists.  We hope to continue to remind 

our public representatives that human and civil rights must be at the core of Ireland's
foreign policy and of trade and diplomatic relations.  The Kurdish one is
the largest stateless nation in the world and the current appalling war against
Afghanistan must refocus our attention on the continuing disastrous scenario
for Kurds throughout the Middle East.
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Balfour abandons Turkish dam project,

from BBC News Online Tuesday, 13 November, 2001 
                                                    

The project could affect 60,000 people, reports say Balfour Beatty, the British construction firm hired to build the controversial Ilisu dam in Turkey, has pulled 

out of the project. Balfour was the main contractor on the $1.5bn dam, which 

aimed to form a reservoir on the upper River Tigris in the largely Kurdish south-east 

of the country. 

The departure of Balfour, together with Impregilo of Italy, its civil engineering 

partner, throws the Ilisu dam's future into doubt. Balfour's announcement 

pre-empts the British government decision on whether  to grant it export credit 

financing - a decision that might have proved tricky after the dam failed a key environmental assessment in July. 

"The decision follows a thorough and extensive evaluation of the commercial, 
environmental and social issues inherent in the project," the firm said in a statement. 
"With appropriate solutions to these issues still unsecured and no early resolution 
likely, Balfour Beatty believes that it is not in the best interests of its stakeholders to 
pursue the project further. 

"Given the substantial difficulties which remain to be addressed... Balfour Beatty 
believes the project could only proceed with substantial extra work and expense and with considerable further delay." 

Multiple defections 

Balfour's defection is the latest in a stream of bad news for the dam project, 

which has struggled to secure backing since its final designs were approved 

in 1982. The Swedish construction firm Skanska quit the Ilisu project a year ago,
citing the complexities of negotiating with the various parties involved. 

After the defection of Balfour, only Austria's VA Tech - which specialises in
hydro-electric technology - is involved as a foreign partner in the consortium. 
The British government Export Credits Guarantee Department, which had been 

due to help with financing, confirmed that Balfour's pull-out meant that their 

involvement in the project was over. Balfour Beatty's contract was worth nearly 

£200m

Contentious project 

British involvement in the Ilisu dam has been highly contentious. 

Environmentalists, who have campaigned fiercely against the project, say it 
would affect the lives of 60,000 people, who would be displaced from the area 

around the Tigris. 

International development agencies also worried that it would disrupt supplies 
of water around the Middle East - something that has been a najor political 

flashpoint in recent years. And there have also been concerns that 
the flooding could destroy some of Turkey's most ancient archaeological sites 

- notably the Mesopotamian city of Hasankeyf. 

Political questions 

Previously, the UK government had thrown its whole weight behind the project, 

arguing that it was good for relations with Turkey. It is not yet clear whether the 

Balfour pull-out will cause the project to be postponed, or even cancelled, but 

experts say it seems unlikely that VA Tech will be able to push the project through alone. 

"Now there have to be big doubts over the project," Kerim Yildiz, executive director 

of the Kurdish Human Rights Project, told BBC News Online. "We think it is fantastic news." 

But while environmentalists and other campaigners will be cheered, the move 
will be seen as a blow to Turkey, which has struggled to attract major foreign 

investment projects in recent years. The Turkish embassy in London said it 
was awaiting a statement from the foreign ministry in Ankara on the likely future 

for the project. 
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Stopping the Ilisu dam: news and update,
by Maggie Ronayne

(Maggie Ronayne teaches Archaeology at the National
University of Ireland, Galway. She went with a Kurdistan
National Congress delegation to meet officials from the
Department of Foreign Affairs as an expert on the Ilisu dam
in South East Turkey).


The Ilisu dam is a hydroelectric power project which
has featured in many news reports over the past year.
TV reports have featured the stunning shots of
monuments in the town of Hasankeyf, with its ruined
medieval bridge across the river Tigris. It’s now
common knowledge that the over 300sq km reservoir of the
dam will flood this town – of immense cultural and
historical significance to Kurdish and non-Kurdish
people alike - and directly affect up to 78,000 mostly
Kurdish people.  In a region notorious for repression
and human rights abuses, this is only the tip of the
iceberg.  Up to 183 settlements would be flooded, the
dam would cause enormous environmental and cultural
heritage damage over a wide area and, situated just
65km upstream from the border with Syria and Iraq,
contribute to already mounting international tension
in the region.  No serious attempt has been made by
the Turkish authorities to find alternatives to the
project.

The dam and its reservoir are part of the South East
Anatolia project (Turkish acronym GAP) – possibly one
of the biggest regional development projects in the
world. Ilisu is one of 22 dams and 19 hydroelectric
power stations planned within this project.  Ilisu
would be the largest hydroelectric power project in
Turkey and would be built by an international
consortium of companies. The companies involved in
construction and operation of the project have sought
export credit guarantees from the export credit
agencies of several governments within the Council of
Europe and European Union - Austria, Germany, Italy,
Portugal, Switzerland, the United Kingdom - as well as
from the USA and possibly Japan. The controversial
British company, Balfour Beatty, has asked the UK
government for export credit to the tune of £200
million in order to guarantee its financial
involvement with the project.  The governments are
currently considering a final decision on underwriting
the project.  They declared in December 1999 that they
were ‘minded’ to grant this credit.  However, any
final decisions on granting cover for this project are
subject to a number of conditions being met: guarantees on a
resettlement plan being drawn up and implemented to
international standards, adequate water quality being
maintained, assurance on maintaining downstream flows
of water to Syria and Iraq and fourthly, ‘produce a
detailed plan to preserve as much of the
archaeological heritage if Hasankeyf as possible’.

Needless to say, none of the conditions have been met
by the Turkish State nor can they be, given wider
conditions in the region.  The 'archaeological
condition' falls far short of even describing the
damage this project will do to people's heritage and
culture in the area, let alone preventing that
damage from occuring.  A recent Environmental Impact
Assessment Report for Ilisu commissioned by the
companies and the Turkish authorities - in itself a
highly flawed document - makes it clear that not only
have the conditions not been met but there are no
plans in place to make sure that they will be in the
future.

I outlined the situation to the officials from
the Dept. of Foreign Affairs, including the hopelessly
inadequate 'consultation processes' which have
supposedly taken place with people who would be
affected by the dam.  I also presented them with several
documents and materials which detail just how much
damage this dam will cause to women, children and men
from the region. In particular, I stressed the
growing opposition of archaeologists - both from these
islands and all over the world - to the Ilisu project
because of the way in which it ignores the cultural
rights of Kurdish people in particular.  Finally, I
mentioned that all of those who are campaigning
against the dam are very concerned and outraged by
recent reports that Tony Blair, UK prime minister,
wants to give the green light to funding for the dam
as a sop to the Turkish State for supporting the 'war
against terrorism' with use of military bases and
ground troops.  I stressed that this use of Ilisu as
a 'bargaining chip' must be prevented and the Irish
government could play a role in that.

Officials from the Human Rights Unit said they would
raise the Ilisu project as an issue of concern in EU
working groups.  I was also informed that a
Council of Europe report on the Ilisu dam has now been
prepared and is currently being studied by the Irish
government among others.

The delegation also had a very useful meeting with
SIPTU which wants to work out ways of raising the
Ilisu dam in the trade union movement in Ireland.

KSI, in collaboration with the Women's Action Group and the
Culture, Heritage and Society Project in the Dept of Archaeology,
NUI, Galway, will be co-ordinating a much more vocal
campaign in Ireland on various Turkish dam
projects over the next year.  Please email, write or
call me for information on how you can help.  The KSI web
site will be up and running shortly with more info and
suggestions for action to take against the dam.

Maggie Ronayne
Department of Archaeology
National University of Ireland
Galway
Ireland
Tel: 091 512298
Email: maggie.ronayne@nuigalway.ie

I wrote the piece above before the unexpected 
announcement on 14th November that Balfour Beatty and 
Impreglio were withdrawing from the project.  Below is 
our statement on these events.  Great news but it's 
not over yet!
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Ilisu dam project in jeopardy: companies pull out but 
Turkey vows to continue,
news release issued by Kurdistan Solidarity Ireland and 

Women's Action Group

November 16th 2001


Kurdistan Solidarity Ireland and Women’s Action 
Group are pleased to note that the campaigns 
against the Ilisu dam project have won a significant 
victory: Balfour Beatty and Impreglio, two of the 
companies involved, have withdrawn and the UK and 
Italian governments will not now be granting credit 
for the dam.  

This appalling project was set to affect up to 78,000 
mostly Kurdish women, children and men and many more 
downstream of the dam and in the region generally – 
making people homeless, depriving them of a livelihood 
or affecting their health by means of environmental 
degradation.  In addition, it would have destroyed 
significant amounts of their cultural heritage, 
including the archaeological site and modern town of 
Hasankeyf, a place which is of vital cultural and 
historical significance to Kurdish people.  In wiping 
out people’s history and forcibly displacing and 
cutting them off from it in this way, the Turkish 
State would effectively be ethnically cleansing the 
area.
  
Ilisu part of Flawed Development Project

Ilisu was part of the Southeastern Anatolia Project 
(GAP) and was to be a hydro-electric dam yet Turkey 
has never seriously considered alternative, cheaper, 
community centred sources of energy.  As with other 
examples in the GAP project as a whole, it was never 
clear how the vast majority of local people would gain 
from the project and ‘consultation’ processes were 
hopelessly inadequate and unfair. In particular, there 
were serious doubts about how women – and therefore 
all of those who depend on women’s caring work for 
survival – would benefit from this dam.  Plans for 
‘improvements’ such as literacy courses for women in 
Turkish would simply have the effect of enforced 
turkification of Kurdish women.  The wider conditions 
of serious and routine human rights violations and 
repression as well as the unequal landholding system 
in the Kurdish regions mean that the GAP project as a 
whole does not currently benefit the vast majority of 
people.

Turkey to Continue with Ilisu: Action Needed

Despite a damning statement by Balfour Beatty 
regarding remaining environmental, social and 
commercial issues which wider conditions in the region 
make irresolvable in the near future, the Turkish 
authorities have said that they will still proceed 
with the project.  Kurdistan Solidarity Ireland and 

Women's Action Group urge people in Ireland 
to write to the Turkish embassy protesting against 
this course of action and demanding an immediate end 
to the project.  Please also write to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and ask the Irish government to a) 
pursue a definite end to the project through the 
Council of Europe and the EU and b) call for a 
thorough and independent investigation of the larger 
GAP project in the context of the prevailing human 
rights violations in the region.

Contacts: Maggie Ronayne 091 512298 (WAG); Latif 
Serhildan 086 8805826 (KSI); Pier Paolo Frassinelli 
091 520269 (KSI).  Email: kurdsol@iol.ie ; or

ksibulletin@eircom.net

Addresses to write to: Turkish embassy, 11, Clyde Rd, 
Ballsbridge, Dublin; Department of Foreign Affairs. 
Iveagh House, St Stephen’s Green, Dublin.

~~~~~~~~~~


Massacre in Istanbul: Turkey inaugurates its war,

by Dino Frisullo, for Azad; translated from Italian.

 

Press Release. Monday, November 05, 2001 


Today at 3 pm over one thousand agents and soldiers, accompanied by
tanks, bulldozers and gunmen shooting from roofs, have launched an assault
on the small district of Armutlu, Istanbul. For over one year this
district has been the scene of the tragedy of the hunger strike by dozens of
former political prisoners and their families--with the support of the
population--against the indiscriminate use of isolation cells in
Turkish prisons.

According to IHD (Human Rights Association), which has sent observers
to visit the area, the facts are truly dramatic: between four and six people
dead, dozens of people injured, some of them in very serious condition, and
hundreds of arrests. At least one of the fast houses has been burned
to the ground and all of the others have been teargassed and are now filled
with smoke and toxic gas.

We know that two people have died after setting fire to themselves in
protest, while it is likely that the others who have died have been killed
by the police.

The autopsies after the massacre in the prisons of last December 19th
revealed that many 'suicides' were, in fact, people who had been set alight
by the police. To the 28 dead during that assault we have to add the deaths
of 46 hunger strikers. All of this in the midst of a shameful international
silence. And now the situation is deteriorating further.

The green light for this present massacre--which had been repeatedly
announced by the Ministry of Justice Sami Turk--has been given as a result
of Turkey's participation in the war campaign in Afghanistan. The Turkish
regime assumes that it now has a free hand to repress every form
of dissent and in the re-launching of state terror. A few days ago a leader
of HADEP, Gurhan Kockar, was killed by the military on his doorstep in the
Kurdish town of Dogubeyazitera.

The association Azad relaunches the appeal sent by the Tayad
association, London, and asks everyone to send protest faxes to:

Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit Fax: 0090312 417 04 76
Interior Minister: Tel-Fax: 0090312 418 17 95
Embassy of Turkey in Rome: 06.4941526

 

~~~~~~~~~~
 

#2 Massacre in Istanbul, 

News Release Issued by the International Secretariat of 

Amnesty International.

6 November 2001 EUR 44/080/2001 196/01

Amnesty International is concerned that the deaths and injuries of
yesterday's raid by Turkish police forces on the Istanbul neighbourhood
of Armutlu might have been the result of excessive force used
by the security forces.

On 5 November Turkish police forces conducted a raid on Armutlu,
which has been the centre of hunger strikes against the new "F-Type"
prison system. As a result of the operation four protesters -- Arzu
Guler, Bulent Durgag, Baris Kas and Sultan Yildiz -- died and at
least 14 others were wounded. The four bodies were removed by police
officers from a house which had been burnt down in the course of
the raid.  The house was one of two where hunger strikes continued;
Arzu Guler was participating in the hunger strikes while the other
three were supporters.

Official sources state that the protesters set themselves on fire
and died either from the resulting burns or from carbon monoxide
poisoning. During the past few months the death fasters in Armutlu
had repeatedly threatened to set themselves on fire should the
security forces intervene.

The police operation reportedly started at 3 pm and lasted for 30
minutes: approximately 1,000 police officers forced their way into
the neighbourhood with armoured vehicles, breaking down barricades
constructed by the protesters. Ali Haydar Bozkurt, one of the hunger
strikers,  set himself on fire and was shot and wounded by police
officers when he walked towards them from the barricades.

Eyewitnesses, interviewed by a delegation of human rights defenders,
reported that the police repeatedly fired their weapons both at
specific targets and at random as they moved towards the death fast
house. They also reported the use of gas bombs by the police. The
eyewitnesses alleged that there was no armed resistance from the
protesters and some newspapers have quoted witnesses saying that
police fired into the house of the hunger strikers.

After the operation ended, a contested number of people were arrested
and some wounded protesters were driven away in ambulances. Police
have not confirmed the number of arrests, deaths or injuries.
Furthermore, lawyers are reportedly not allowed to observe the
ongoing autopsies.

Amnesty International is calling for a prompt, independent and
impartial investigation into the deaths and injuries. In particular
the organisation is seeking information from the Turkish authorities
on the justification for an armed operation of this scale at this
particular moment and whether the security forces complied with
the UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law
Enforcement Officials. These Principles recommend that law enforcement
officials "shall as far as possible apply non-violent means before
resorting to the use of force and firearms. ... Whenever the lawful
use of force and firearms in unavoidable, law enforcement officials
shall exercise restrain in such use and act in proportion to the
seriousness of the offence and the legitimate objective to be
achieved; minimise damage and injury, and respect and preserve
human life; ..."

Amnesty International also calls upon the authorities to inform
relatives about any detentions and to ensure that none of the
detainees is tortured or ill-treated.

~~~~~~~~~~

Protest against the Armutlu massacre and show 
support for the hunger strikers in Turkey,
appeal from http://www.geocities.com/turkishhungerstrike

Join the protest at the Turkish Embassy, Dublin 
on Tuesday 20th November 
from 12.30pm - 2pm.

Turkish Embassy is 11 Clyde Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4

Bus: 7 from O Connell Street to Jurys Hotel or DART to Lansdowne Road.

Following on from the Armutlu Massacre last week 'Soldiarity with Hunger 

Strikers in Turkey' have called a protest for next Tuesday at the Turkish Embassy. 

5 people - two of them hunger strikers - died in the Massacre. In addition three 

hunger striking prisoners died after setting themselves alight in protest at the 

police attack, bringing the death toll to 8. 

46 hunger strikers have died in the ongoing protest against isolation prisons 

in Turkey. We are asking all supporters to make their best effort to attend this protest. 

 

More information at: http://www.geocities.com/turkishhungerstrike
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Kurds in Dublin,
from An Phoblacht/Republican News Thursday 8 November 2001

 


Remzi Kartal, an executive member of the Kurdistan National Congress and
Latif Serhildan visited the Coiste na nIarchim’ offices in Dublin last week
to talk with republican ex-prisoners about their ongoing struggle for
recognition of the national rights of Kurdistan which, including its
Diaspora, numbers over 40 million people. There are over 5 million in Iraq, 

19 million in Iran and 1.5 million in Syria.

A quarter of the Kurdish nation lives within the Turkish state, where anyone
who raises the very question of national rights for the Kurdish people faces
the death sentence. The suppression of civil and human rights in Turkey is
proverbial, at the hands of brutal police working in conjunction
with the notorious death squads. Turkey is the second largest recipient of
US military aid, and its military force is the second largest in NATO,
second only to the US itself. The delegation confirmed that use of the NATO
US military bases in Turkey is central to the conduct of the "War for
Democracy", and the bombing of some of the poorest people in the world in
Afghanistan in the past few weeks.

The KNC, and the affiliated political party, HADEP, supports the ongoing
hunger strike by left wing Turkish prisoners and their supporters. The
10,000 PKK political prisoners in Turkey are involved in protests, though
they have not joined the death fast.

The struggle of the Kurdish nation for freedom has been long and repression
most brutal. There have been 28 armed uprisings since 1867 and the days of
Attaturk. The Kurdish nation was first colonised by the Ottoman Empire in
1639. Emerging from the first World War, through the Balfour
Declaration, the Kurdish nation and lands, rich in minerals, oil and water
was divided by England, France, Italy and Turkey. Kurdistan, originally
known as Sumeria in ancient history, has been the object of predatory
Western imperialism, which has carved up of their nation in the interests of
greed and determination to control the global sources of oil.

The suffering of the Kurdish people living in Turkey itself has been
intense. Whole villages have been razed to the ground, worth populations
forced to move into shanty towns in the bigger cities, where they must
survive without employment or means of support. The Kurds are denied a
political voice within the Turkish state, whose interests are defined by is key 

role in NATO.

Following the arrest of Ocalan, leader of the PKK, by the CIA and the
Israeli secret police, Mossadeq, in Somalia, the PKK has been on cease-fire
and involved in a process of negotiation. The EU has made it a condition of
Turkey becoming a full member of the EU that human rights legislation must
be introduced and enforced. However, the delegation pointed out that there
has as yet been no real change in Turkey with respect to recognition of the
rights of the Kurdish people.

"There will be no stability in the Middle East until the questions of the
Palestinian people and of the Kurdish people are resolved," they said.
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