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Kurdistan Solidarity Ireland Bulletin: News and Update
 
This is the third issue of our Bulletin. It is probably going to be the last one in the present 
format. We are very pleased to note that thanks to this Bulletin and to the other initiatives that we 
have set up in the last few months we have gotten in touch with a number people and groups 
involved in diverse campaigns. We are particularly happy to mention, within this context, the public meeting that we held in Dublin on "Violations of Human Rights and Policies on Asylum", 
which was very successful, both in terms of participation and in terms of the discussion that we had.
Here we enclose a statement sent to us on that occasion from Joe Higgins, who couldn’t make it to 
the meeting but posted a message of support.

Since we started with this Bulletin we have begun to receive a growing number of email messages and news items. We'd be happy to receive and circulate more of these, and therefore offer an opportunity to communicate news to each other: of course, there are already other such networks, but, we believe, the more the better. The repression and the struggle for freedom and self-determination of the Kurdish people will remain a key focus for us, but we'd be pleased to expand our interests to the campaigns of other international groups and communities that resist fortress Europe and fortress Ireland.

Please feel free to send your suggestions and proposals.

~~~~~~~~~~

Statement by Joe Higgins, T.D. Socialist Party

The ongoing route of repression by the Turkish State against the Kurdish community's demand for freedom of language and culture, is an outrage. The fact that a distinct ethnic group like the Kurds are prohibited from freely using their own language and have their cultural rights routinely crushed, flies in the face of every principle of human rights. The fact that major western countries such as the United States and Britain, which claim to be examples of freedom and democracy, continue to have friendly relations with Turkey and to arm the regime with their weapons displays huge hypocrisy for these countries. It is quite a scandal that the E.U. should have even considered Turkey as a candidate member in view of the policies that continue to be implemented by the Government in that country. 
All repressive measures against the Kurdish community should be immediately halted. There should 
be full freedom for the Kurdish people to speak, write and be educated and receive services in their 
own language. The Kurdish people’s culture should be promoted in the same way as the culture of 
the Turkish people. Finally the Kurdish people must have the right to self determination in the event 
that they wish to set up an independent Kurdish State, that right must be recognised.

Yours sincerely,
Joe Higgins T.D.

~~~~~~~~~~

Interview with Noam Chomsky

By Derya Tahir / Ismet Kayhan

Mesopotamian News Agency (MHA)

[Originally published by International Initiative]

In a Turkish the most popular daily liberal newspaper Hurriyet reported
yesterday that you are coming to Turkey to make an anti-propaganda of
Turkey to the world. It says that your visit is a part of the mother language
campaign held by the university students. And some writers say that your
visit is organised by the PKK which also said to be (by the same
writers) organising  the mother language campaign.

There is an anti campaign for you before your visit. Turkish public
opinion wants to know the aim of your visit. Are you coming to make an
anti-propaganda of Turkey? If not why are you coming?

As I am sure you already know, the reports you cite have not even the
remotest relation to the truth. I have never had any contact with the PKK.
I have also had no contact with university students, though I have read
about their campaign in the mainstream US and international press; and
assuming what they reports to be accurate, I strongly support their efforts and
presume them to be fully constitutional, under Turkish law, as well as
entirely appropriate. The aim of my visit is public, and not surprising.
Along with representatives of the major international human rights
organizations, I am coming to attend the trial of a publisher who is
under indictment on utterly outrageous grounds. I have a personal interest, in
that the charges against him are based on a lecture of mine, at an
American university, on US policies in the Middle East. In that lecture, I of
course referred to US-Turkey relations, in particular, to US support for
Turkish repression of Kurds. The sentences that serve as the basis for the
indictment are virtual paraphrases of reports of the leading
international human rights organizations, standard scholarship, and respected
journalists (such as the very highly-regarded former Middle East correspondent of
the Washington Post, Jonathan Randal, whose work, I have been informed, is
also banned, another outrageous act if true).

While in Turkey I will do exactly what I do when I visit other countries,
as I do frequently: India and Pakistan a few weeks ago, Brazil next week.
Namely, exactly what I do in the United States. I give talks, take part
in panels and meetings, have press conferences, etc.

You have travelled to a lot or countries. Did you ever accused for
making antipropaganda  by any other country's media?

I have often read such charges in the Communist and fascist press; for
example, in the former Soviet Union (where my work was completely
banned, even on linguistics) and in Argentina under the rule of the neo-Nazi
generals. Sometimes there are similar reports in the press run by
military dictatorships, and occasionally in extremist ultra-right journals. In
most countries, even those with brutal and repressive governments, it is
understood that visitors will say what they think, and what they write.
It is called "anti-propaganda" only by those who do not have an elementary
comprehension of democratic principles.

It's also written that you will test the freedoms in Turkey. If so: What
are your criterias for this test? Why are you testing Turkey in Diyarbakir?

If what I am doing "tests the freedoms in Turkey," that is a sad comment
on Turkey, one that should disturb its citizens greatly. There is no
"test," any more than when I visited India and Pakistan, and in both countries,
sharply criticized government policies and social practices that I
thought were wrong. It was not regarded as "a test"; rather, an uncontroversial
exercise of the most elementary rights of freedom of speech. The only
"criteria" are those that were established centuries ago, during the
Enlightenment, and refined and extended since in free societies --
fortunately. I am also not "testing Turkey in Diyarbakr" any more than I
am "testing" other countries where I visit places that are of particular
interest to me. As to why Diyarbakr is of particular interest to me, and
would be to any other American citizen concerned with policies for which
we share responsibility, and to anyone concerned with basic human rights --
that is so obvious that it should be unnecessary to respond.

~~~~~~~~~~

IHD: Punishment of Students Seeking Education in Kurdish Illegal, 
Turkish Daily News February 8, 2002

Turkey's leading human rights advocate, the Human Rights Association
(IHD), said on Thursday that punishments, such as detention, arrest and
expulsion, of those who submit petitions asking for education in Kurdish,
are illegal.

Citing the British Bill of Rights, dated 1689, for their claim, the IHD pointed
out that submitting a petition was a right that should not be banned.

The Bill of Rights said that sending requests and letters of praise to the King was a 
right granted to the citizens, and punishments on charges of such applications were 
illegal.

"300 years have passed since this Bill of Rights," IHD said.

According to the figures of the IHD, some 15,000 people, mainly students, have submitted
petitions for Kurdish elective courses, and 2,000 of those have been detained either by the
Public Prosecutor or the police.

Some 74 of them have been arrested, and a number of students have been dismissed from their
schools.

~~~~~~~~~~

Italians Show Magnificent Demonstration of Solidarity for Migrants and 
Asylum Seekers
 

Source: National Coalition of Anti-Deportation Campaigns (NCADC)
110 Hamstead  Road
Birmingham B20 2QS 

Phone: 0121-554-6947  Fax:  0121-554-7891

E-mail  ncadc@ncadc.org.uk

Web site:  http://www.ncadc.org.uk/



Overwhelmingly this was a grassroots demonstration, offering an
inspirational example of solidarity between Italians non-Italians and
regular and irregular migrants.


      Last Saturday 19 January, more then 150 000 people took to the
streets of Rome to protest against the new immigration law proposed by
Bossi and Fini, far-right partners in Italy's coalition government.

      Migrants and Italians came together from all over Italy to say 'No
to Racism', to demand 'Equal Rights for All' and to point out that while
the majority of migrants worked with Italians, paid the same taxes as
Italians, sent their children to school with Italian children, and were a
part of Italian society - they are not treated the same.

     This new law proposed extends from 30 to 60 days the period of time
people can be held while police try to identify them and issue travel
documents so that they can be deported as quickly as possible. It also
links residence permits very tightly to work, so that if someone loses
their job, their residence permit lapses too. It further penalises asylum
seekers and pushes aside an asylum bill that has been stalled in the
labyrinthine legislative process for almost 4 years. 

     At the moment, under a sponsorship scheme, it is possible for people
to enter Italy for a year to look for work. The new law would abolish this
scheme and only those who have a contract from an Italian employer would
be allowed to enter. Already, loud objections are being heard, not just
from migrant communities and their supporters, but also from employers,
who are facing serious labour shortages.

     Having gathered in Piazza della Repubblica at 3.00pm, the march moved
off at 3.45 and took 3 hours to reach Piazza Navona via Piazza Vittorio
where many of the migrant communities work and live. The centre of the
city was brought to a complete standstill, and few in Rome could have
remained unaware of the anger directed at the bill, or of the solidarity
between migrants, asylum seekers and Italians (and others - the Committee
to Defend Asylum Seekers from the UK, was also there with a banner).


     What made this demonstration different from other recent
demonstrations in Rome, was that this was not organised by the Democratic
Left or Rifondazione Comunista or the Trade Unions. The organisers were
SenzaConfine (No Borders) and though there were people from the left
parties, the trade unions and public figures such as writers and
intellectuals present, overwhelmingly this was a grassroots demonstration,
offering an inspirational example of solidarity between Italians
non-Italians and regular and irregular migrants.

    Prior to the demonstration, estimates ranged from 30-50,000. Instead,
150,000 marched and stood together against a divisive and racist
government.

Perhaps one day soon, we will see the same kind of mobilisation in London,
Paris, Berlin, Madrid, Amsterdam, Washington, Brussels, Canberra, Vienna,
Ottawa, Athens, Dublin, Wellington, Lisbon, Helsinki, Oslo  etc.
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Detention centre for Migrants 'Sans Papiers' Occupied and Wrecked
'Movement of and for Disobedients'
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     Bologna, Italy: Yesterday, Saturday 26th January 2002, for the first
time in Europe, over a hundred citizens of this earth, part of the
'Movement of and for Disobedients' (Movimento delle/dei Disobbedienti)
occupied and dismantled completely an area of the detention centre for
migrants 'Sans Papiers' in Via Mattei in Bologna Italy

     It was an action of social disobedience absolutely non violent and at
the same time determined to achieve its aims of rendering the detention
centre unusable.

     Hundreds of other 'Movement of and for Disobedients' demonstrated
outside the centre. A banner with the words 'disobedients was fixed to the
roof of the centre, while another saying 'no to the laager' was fixed to
the outside fence.

     All of this occurred while CCTV cameras and journalists watched. A
number of MPS negotiated with the police who surrounded the centre,
including Titti De Simone e Ugo Boghetta of the Refounded Communist Party
(Rifondazione Communiste) and Cento and Bulgarelli of the Greens.

     The reaction of the police was disordered and totally out of
proportion.

     While negotiations with the police/officials with the presence of
european parliament members and councillors of Rifondazione Comunista and
green party to let the disobedients inside the wire of the lager  to leave
peacefully,  the police charged.
     People who were coming out with their hands up and offering no
resistance were attacked.  The police were hitting anyone they could get
hold of. Some members of the european Parliament and and even a police
officer were injured by the violence of the police
     Many of the 'Disobedients' suffered bruising, some more seriously
injured, four of them received head wounds.

Overall the action was a great success.

A spokesperson for 'Movement of and for Disobedients' said,
     "Today we have shown the possibility not only to disobey unjust laws
which violate human dignity and the fundamental values of the italian
Constitution, but also to oppose concretely the new detention centres,
with which the power lead its war against the rights of the multitudes."

     Today's action was the first step of the campaign of the 'Movement of
and for Disobedients'  following the demonstration of 150 000 people on
the 19th January in Rome.

     In Rome, the local 'Movement of and for Disobedients' will announce a
date for a demonstration outside the Ministry of the Interior (Home
Office) in support of solidarity and against anti-migrant detention
centres, following the example set in Bologna.

     Solidarity to all the brothers and sisters migrants, to close all the
lagers, against the bill Bossi Fini, against racism and for human
dignity.

'Movement of and for Disobedients'

Liberty Libertà! - Justice Giustizia! - Dignity Dignità!

We are all clandestine! - Siamo tutti clandestini!

Bologna, Italia, Europa, Planet Earth

January 2002, first month of the second year of Global War

'Movimento delle/dei Disobbedienti'
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