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# Statement from Kurdish women on the inclusion of the PKK 
(Kurdistan Workers' Party)/now KADEK on the EU 'terror' list, after 
pressure from UK and US relating to the so-called 'war on 
terrorism'.  This will extend right across Europe, including Ireland, 
the criminalising of Kurdish communities (and others) which has been 
going on in the UK under the new terrorism act in recent months - the successor to the PTA.
Please circulate, many thanks.
 
#  Reuters - "EU to Put PKK on Terror List":

From: "kurdish.woman.peace.office."

To the press and the public


Referring to the discussion about the admission of the KADEK to the EU
list of “terrorist organizations”


With the announcement of the Swedish government that they will support
the admission of the Kurdish worker’s party PKK and the new founded KADEK
(Kurdistan freedom and democracy Congress) to the EU list of “terrorist
organizations”, the discussions about this have taken a new serious
dimension. 

Since 3 years the PKK refrains from all kinds of violent actions and has
sufficiently shown that it stands up for a peacefully solution of the
Kurdish question. In a time, where the necessities of peace in the Middle East
is bigger as ever before, the KADEK, which has take over the heritage of the
PKK, has developed a plan, a program, a destination and a strategy for the call
to peace. 

With the admission of these organizations of the “terror list”, which
becomes more probably, the EU shows that it is not for a peaceful solution
of the Kurdish question and the democratisation of the Middle East. It shows that
it sees its advantages in a not-solved situation. It is objectively not
understandable that these discussions begin in a point in time when the
PKK has suspended all its activities. This refers that the terror list has no
context with the war against the real terrorism, but seams to be an arbitrary usable
method for own profits.     

As Kurdish women we assess this tendency of the EU as very dangerous. We
appeal to all responsible to refrain from this kind of politics and to
stand up for a peaceful and democratic solution of the Kurdish question and
therefore for the democratisation of the Middle East. 


29.04.2002 
Kurdish Women’s Peace Office
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Reuters - "EU to Put PKK on Terror List":



BRUSSELS / April 26



The European Union will add the Kurdistan Workers' Party, which waged an
armed campaign in southeast Turkey, on its common list of "terrorist"
groups despite the group changing its name, EU diplomat said on Friday.



The decision to include the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) to the list
next week was sure to delight EU candidate Turkey which has long pushed for
tougher European action against the organisation.

Germany and the Netherlands had until now resisted Ankara's call to put
the PKK on the EU list.

The PKK decided earlier this month to cease activities and change its
name to the Kurdistan Freedom and Democracy Congress, according to the
Mezopotamya News Agency, which is close to the movement.

Turkey said the change of name did not mean the PKK had ceased to be
"terrorist." But it was not immediately clear whether the EU's move to
add the PKK to its "terror" list would mean any assets in the EU's 15 member
states could be frozen following the PKK ceasing activities.

"It is true that the PKK is to be added to the list on Monday when the
list is revised," one diplomat told Reuters.

The PKK launched its armed campaign for a Kurdish homeland in southeast
Turkey in 1984 and more than 30,000 people have died in fighting between
the group and Turkish forces.


Violence tapered off after PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan was captured in
1999. He has ordered his followers to withdraw from Turkey and to seek greater
cultural rights for its estimated 12 million Kurds through political
means.
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