Communities, News & Campaigns 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 

15 July 2002
 

No copyright. If you don't want to be sent this bulletin regularly,
please write to cnc1@eircom.net asking to be
removed from the list.

 

~~~~~~~~~~

(We receive and forward)

Letters of support are urgently needed for Harry Osemwegie. 
His application for asylum has been refused and we are now 
asking people to write letters to ask that he be allowed to 
remain in Ireland on humanitarian grounds. Please use the 
information bellow when writing ( but don’t copy it 
word for word). Please email letters to osa_harry@hotmail.com 
Address your letters to Dear Sir/Madam or To Whom It May Concern, 
etc. Remember it is important to include your name and address in the 
emails.

Harry has dual nationality and faces grave dangers in both the country 
of his father, Nigeria, and the country of his mother, Sierra Leone. His 
father’s family resent that Harry, the oldest son, is part Sierra Leonean. 
Local police did nothing to stop the racist beatings that Harry suffered 
from his Nigerian relatives. After receiving death threats 
Harry left Nigeria and moved to Sierra Leone. In 1997 the civil war flared 

up again. Harry, a journalist, wrote articles for international wire agencies 
in which he advocated a peace settlement. His writing came to the 

attention of RUF rebels and he had to flee as RUF massacred their 

opponents and any one suspected of supporting their opponents.

Whilst there has now been a return to civil rule in Sierra Leone, 
Harry’s life still remains at risk. In 1996 Sierra Leone briefly returned to 
civil rule, and many exiles returned – only to be killed when the civil 

war flared up again in 1997. In Nigeria Harry still remains under death 
threat from his Nigerian relatives.

Harry has now lived in Ireland for six months and wishes to stay here,
where he already has many links and relations with people here. 
He is a journalist and is at present studying for a European Computer 

Driving License. He is a member of the National Union of Journalists, 

and has helped put together programmes for RTÉ’s multi-cultural Radio 

One World programme. He is also an active member of the local Galway 
anti-racist writing group GeyGallus. 

Harry should be given leave to stay in Ireland on humanitarian 
grounds, and be allowed to get on with his life here.

