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DON'T PROSCRIBE PEACE!

APPEAL TO POLITICAL REASON

On 3 May the EU included the name PKK on its list of terrorist
organizations, without any political or legal justification.

The leadership of the Kurdistan Workers' Party stated as long ago as
1993 that a solution to the conflict with Turkey would not be reached through
'violence'. The Kurds gave up the demand for their own Kurdish state,
which was replaced  by the aspiration that they would 'be able to express
their Kurdish identity freely' within Turkey.  In 1998 Abdullah Ocalan left
the Middle East  in order to achieve understanding for his peace project in
Europe. It was stated that the idea of national liberation through
guerrilla struggle had been 'historically superseded' and replaced 

by the methods of civil action and dialogue. The armed Kurdish guerrilla 

units withdrew from Turkey more than three years ago. This transformation 

process of the Kurdish movement reached its logical conclusion on 

10 April 2002 when the PKK's 8th Party Congress decided to completely 

dissolve the party and to reorganize its work, using entirely peaceful and 

democratic methods, under the name of Kurdistan Freedom and Democracy  Congress (KADEK).

This strategic change, carried out in a sustained and credible way,
measurable by evidence,  was signaled by the clear renunciation of war,
all violence and terror. It was attested to by the hope for possibilities of
mutual understanding, respect, and the building of civil society through
negotiation and the opportunity to use dialogue to overcome Turkey's
democratic deficit in the course of the process of accession to the EU.

There exists no danger from the Kurdish side. No bombs, no violence. No
terrorist acts by Kurds in Germany, Turkey, or anywhere in Europe. But
ironically the Kurds are being punished and placed on the 'European list
of terrorist organizations'. In stark contradiction to the supposed aim of
combating terrorism, the Kurds are still being deprived of the right to
self-determination even over how they choose to describe themselves
politically by the European leaders who still cling to the historically
obsolete concept of the PKK, when the Kurds have stated that the mission
of the PKK has been completed.

The lamentable reasoning to this twisted logic is that Turkey would be
put under much more pressure by the Kurds¹ policy of peace and democracy than
by all the previous armed struggle. From Ankara¹s point of view his
significant change represented by the new Kurdish initiative brings the threat not
just that the Kurds will gain widespread approval and subsequent recognition,
but also contrasts visibly with the fact that as ever Turkey rejects all
demands for democracy and respect for minority rights.

Although discredited from the point of view of democracy,  the Turkish
authorities will now with the help of Europe try to refashion itself by
ensuring that the Kurdish political movement is locked into the category
of terrorism through the PKK (or, as is now being requested, KADEK).

How do things stand in reality? 4,500 Kurdish villages destroyed, and
almost 3 million people driven out from their homeland. The use of arms from
Europe against the Kurds. Torture and state cover-ups of murder threaten to
become respectable again now that the PKK is being put on the EU list of
terrorist organizations.

CONSEQUENCES 

European Court: longstanding pending human rights  judgements against
Turkey may be quashed or blocked  because in the future every crimes against
human rights can be justified as part of the war on terrorism.

Asylum Law: under the guise of applying the terms of the EU List and its
outdated notion of the PKK Turkey will submit to Europe its list of
arbitrarily chosen suspects and demand that they be extradited, thereby
transforming the Justice and Interior Ministries of Europe into prison
warders for Ankara.

NGO's: the EU list of terrorist organizations will constitute binding
guidelines for NGO¹s, human rights, development and environmental
organizations, and will be formally served upon them. The same applies
to banks, foundations, universities, colleges and schools. Teachers will
have to expect punishment if they use Kurdish materials or they allow Kurdish
children to encounter words that indicate support for the PKK.

Kurdish cultural associations: all rated as terrorist, if they allegedly
or in fact are associated with KADEK, and can expect to be shut down and
have their funds confiscated.

Freedom of expression: all European citizens will fall foul of the
application of the terms implied by the list if they support democratic
and non-violent activities by the Kurds, because they will be construed as
supporting 'terror'. Kurdish press and TV can be unceremoniously shut
down at any time.

Kurdish language: while Kurdish students, teachers and parents in all
social spheres in Turkey express their desire for recognition of their language
through public campaigns, even this becomes 'terrorism', no longer in
the name of Turkey, but in that of the EU.

Peace in the Middle East: Turkey will at last be able to appeal to the
EU definition of terrorism  to justify its permanent military invasion of
Northern Iraq, which is contrary to international law. The continuing
serious disruption of peace in the region will be given dangerous
encouragement from European approval.

The exemplary emancipatory project of the Kurds, the grand
anti-nationalist project based on peace and a democratic federation of the 

multinational states of the Middle East would be completely silenced!

WE SAY NO!

We declare our resolute opposition. We declare our firm and unshakable
determination to follow the road of negotiation and conflict resolution,
setting aside all use of violence. We are not 'terrorists' but world
citizens, with equal rights, including the right to have our existence
recognized.

We therefore demand an immediate review of the EU list, which should
never have included us in the first place. No one can take away our freedom,
no one can divert us from our goals of peace and a democratic future.

KURDS IN GERMANY, EUROPE AND THE WORLD

Our cause needs your support, and the approval and solidarity of
democratic opinion, the media, political parties, organizations and associations,
and free people everywhere.

Please sign our petition and demand with us the immediate review of this
shameful list.
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Please return to knklondon@gn.apc.org or fax to 020 7250 1317

