A Call from Diyarbakir (Turkey-Kurdistan) 

Civil Society Organisations to the EU

"Dialogue with KONGRA-GEL is the only solution"

The spokesperson of the Diyarbakir Democracy Platform, which comprises 32 civil organisations, the solicitor, Selahattin DEMIRTAS, criticised the inclusion of KONGRA-GEL in the EU's “list of terrorist organisations”. He charged that the declaration of an organisation that has not carried out a single military action as “terrorist” cast a shadow on the EU's sincerity. 

Mr Demirtas highlighted the support that Kurds in Turkey give to KONGRA-GEL, and noted that the Kurdish question cannot be resolved by ignoring and blacklisting KONGRA-GEL. Arguing that dialogue was the only way for reaching the Kurds in Turkey, Demirtas also said;

"For many years, attempts made to resolve the Kurdish question have been informed by a policy of 'yes to the Kurdish question, no to the PKK'. However, this approach falls short of reflecting reality. Any power wanting to resolve the Kurdish question, must take these people seriously. Any power or state that attempted to resolve the Kurdish question by way of denial has become bankrupt. I am only pointing out the facts. To accept them or otherwise is up to states and unions. But it is necessary to acknowledge the huge sympathy that the Kurds living in Turkey do feel towards KONGRA-GEL. Accordingly, improving dialogue with KONGRA-GEL is the way to reach the Kurds. Anyone who is sincere about resolving the Kurdish question would see that the way to achieve this is not by adding KONGRA-GEL to the 'terrorist list'. Into what kind of EU would you accept a Turkey that has not resolved the Kurdish question? The Kurdish question is a fundamental problem of this country. Thus, in order to entrench democracy in Turkey, the Kurdish question must be resolved."

"The EU is perceived as supportive of the democracy powers in Turkey. By including an organization that has defined itself as a “People’s Congress” and encapsulates a range of different political thoughts, that until now has not been implicated with any armed action in a 'terror list' is indicative of the lack of sincerity when it comes to connecting with the struggle for democracy and human rights her on the ground in Turkey. If the EU does not alter its position, of course the democracy powers here would understandably become anxious about the EU's sincerity in approaching the problems in the region. As a result, future relations might be tainted by a lack of confidence. Therefore, the EU must reconsider its policy towards democracy in Turkey and the Kurdish question. Settling problems in this way is not possible....."

