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To the European Public

Newroz, which has long been the symbol of freedom and struggle for the Kurdish people, was celebrated by millions in every area where Kurds are inhabited. The great turnout and determined calls for a peaceful solution during the Newroz celebrations in Turkey and North Kurdistan in particular were observed by the Turkish state with unease. It is for this reason that the Turkish army began a massive military operation in the mountains of Kurdistan with the participation of thousands of soldiers.

On 23rd March more than 10,000 soldiers took part in an operation between Bingöl and Mus where chemical weapons were used against the guerrilla forces who were fighting in harsh winter conditions. 

We are calling on the European and the international public to respond to these developments and to show its opposition to the Turkish state’s inhuman methods of war which resulted in the death of fourteen guerrillas.   

The military operations carried out after the Newroz celebrations were signalled by the calls for war from the General Commander of the Turkish army. Within a few days more military operations were carried out in Mardin, Dersim and S rnak. The real aim of these continuous military operations is to block all democratic efforts of the Kurdish people for peace. For this reason we call on all progressive and democratic people to speak out against the military operations of the Turkish army aimed at massacring the Kurdish people. 

The actions by the Turkish government are not limited to military operations, in many areas civilians are treated with brutal force. They are detained, tortured and killed. On 25th March, 25 year old Serdar Dönmez lost his life as a result of a mine planted by the state in Dersim. Twenty-two people were arrested and five were later sent to prison for participating in a protest against the arrest of Sabahattin Suvag c who was the leader of the Democratic People’s Party (DEHAP) in Hakkari, which has now been closed down.  Again on 25th March, a bomb exploded outside the DTP building in Elazig . And a local merchant in Batman, 42 year old Osman Sütçü was shot outside his flat by an anonymous person or persons, and he later died in hospital.   

We want to emphasize that all these attacks are being carried out as part of an agreement between the AKP government and the Turkish military. 
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