PYD Events Commemorating the Qamishlo massacre in Syria and Europe 

Events organised in the western village of Kubane to commemorate the Martyrs of the 12 of March included a large meeting held on 12 March 2006 which was attended by around one hundred people. As well as remembering the Martyrs of 12 March the group protested against the massacre of Qamishlo. Speakers discussed the wider Kurdish question as it has unfolded from 12 March 2004 to the present, focusing on how people can follow the example of the martyrs of freedom. The entire proceedings lasted two hours.
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Kurdish defenders protest before Kubane Courthouse

A group of lawyers from Kubane were joined by hundreds of local people in their protest in front of the courthouse building in the town to commemorate the martyrs of 12 March. Numerous meetings were organized and well attended in the village, particularly by women., to discuss the reaction and response to the massacre of 12 March. The families of the martyrs of Kubane were joined by many people when they visited the martyrs’ cemetery in the village of Qeremux, where wreaths of flowers were placed on the graves.
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Commemoration of the Qamishlo uprising in Derik:

Thousands of Kurds in Derik marched to the graves of the martyrs Hisen and Welid, raising Kurdish slogans and banners of unity, and placing many wreaths of flowers on the graves. During the march images of the martyrs were raised along with the flags of PYD, Yekiti STAR and Democratic Confederalism. A representative of PYD spoke briefly of the example of the martyrs and more extensively discussed the Uprising of 12 March in Arabic and Kurdish and called for solidarity with the example of the martyrs. He also demanded that the Syrian state adopt a new genuine approach to the Kurdish question away from the approaches that have focused on political denial and security issues. A member of the Syrian People’s Brotherhood Committee, speaking on behalf of the committee, called for strong applause and was supported with the slogans: Martyrs are Immortal (Şehid na mirin), Long Live Freedom, Long Live Unity, Long Live Democracy and Peace, The Martyrs Hisen and Welid are Immortal.
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Commemoration of the Qamishlo Uprising:

Kurdish people from all parts of the region gathered in the cemetery of Qudur Bek in Qamishlo. Kurds from cities as far as Amude, Derbasiye, Tirbesipiye and beyond, as well as many from Qamishlo, marched to the Martyrs cemetery in Qudur Bek and held a meeting for the duration of one hour. Speeches by representatives of PYD, Yekiti STAR and the Syrian People’s Brotherhood Committee, as well as the Nujin Football team and the son of Sheikh Mihemed Mehshuq al Xeznewi, Murad Xeznewi, commemorated the Martyrs and their sacrifice. National banners and banners proclaiming unity were raised along with the flags of PYD, Yekiti STAR, Democratic Confederalism and images of the Martyrs. Placards denouncing the Qamishlo massacre and commemorating the Martyrs of 12 March were also raised by the crowd. Speeches by members of PYD Qamishlo and Heseke branches were delivered about the situation of Kurdish people and about human rights in Syria . 
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