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To International Public Opinion The Iranian Regime
Continues to Kill Civilian Kurds
 
Kurdistan National Congress (KNK), 21.02.2006
In the past week in East Kurdistan (Iran) during attacks on mass demonstrations by the Iranian security forces a total of 11 civilians were killed, 250 people were wounded, 40 badly, and 800 were taken into custody. The wounded are afraid to go to hospital for fear of the state, and families are unable to get any information on the wounded taken into custody. People were forcibly taken into custody, their homes were raided and they were tortured. It was the day of the seventh anniversary of the illegal capture of the Leader of the Kurdish people Mr. Abdullah Ocalan as part of an international conspiracy. The Kurdish people in Iranian Kurdistan in many cities democratically protested the event with mass demonstrations calling for the freedom of Mr. Ocalan. It is the legitimate and democratic human right of a people to organise democratic mass demonstration, expressing their loyalty to their National Leader. However, the Iranian regime has demonstrated yet again that they refuse to tolerate this legitimate and democratic right, and they responded brutally with police and military forces obstructing and killing demonstrators. 
The following cities in Iranian Kurdistan are places of danger which pose a serious threat  for the Kurds: Mahabad, Nexede, Piransehr, Meriwan, Sine, Kirmansah, Urmiye, Soma, Mako and Poldesit.In the cities of Mako, Poldesit and Soma 11 people lost their lives. For this reason, special attention needs to be paid to the military build up, tensions and continuing siege. Intense pressure is also building up for people in the region to become village guards and act as paramilitary forces for the state. 
All these developments indicate that the situation could escalate any time. The Kurdish people are facing a serious situation of injustice where there is no recourse to any democratic law and human rights. We call on the international community to end the deaths and destruction that has continued up to today. Democratic public opinion should not be kept silent, we must take any action necessary to stop this. The Kurdish people who have suffered oppression and injustice by the regional states should not be left alone. Kurds have always insisted on and called for democracy, freedom and human rights. 
We call on the United Nations (UN), European Union (EU), European Parliament (EP), Council of Europe, and the United State of America:This is not just about the Kurdish people, but for the peace, stability, democracy, human rights, and freedom of the entire region and every person and every organization must act responsibly. The attacks on the Kurdish people must be stopped immediately and a solution should be found for the Kurdish question and pressure should be brought to bear on the Iranian State as tomorrow may be too late. 
***
 
Iran: Kurdish Grievances Remain A Thorny Issue
 
By Bill Samii, Radio Free Europe
Iran's ministers of the interior, of intelligence and security, and of defense will come to the legislature on 17 August to describe steps that have been taken to reestablish order and security in the country's predominantly Kurdish northwestern provinces, according to Fars News Agency on 13 August. Legislators are likely to be disappointed.
Tehran's response to the recent unrest is following a fairly typical pattern -- initial denials followed by accusations of foreign involvement. Yet the problems are sufficiently worrying that both the executive branch and the legislature have conducted inquiries. 
 
Violence And Disturbances 
The most recent problems in the northwest can be traced to the shooting in early July in Mahabad, West Azerbaijan Province, of a Kurdish activist known as Shavaneh Qaderi. Police reportedly shot him on 11 July when he resisted arrest. This led to demonstrations, shop closures and strikes, damage to buildings, and dozens of arrests. At least one person, a police officer, was killed.  
Expatriate Kurdish sources claimed that after the initial incident in Mahabad, the unrest spread to other predominantly Kurdish towns, including Baneh, Bukan, Divandareh, Oshnavieh, Piranshahr, Sanandaj, Saqqez, and Sardasht. Websites posted photographs purporting to show Qaderi's mutilated body, and they made claims of dozens of civilian deaths at the hands of security forces.  
Official sources confirmed the extent of the problems. Abbas Khorshidi, the deputy governor-general in West Azerbaijan Province, said four police officers were killed during 26 July demonstrations in Oshnavieh, "Mardom Salari" reported on 28 July. A civilian died as well, Khorshidi said, but the family refused to permit an autopsy, and no further information is available. Alireza Jamshidi, the deputy governor-general for security affairs in Kurdistan Province, described a 3 August demonstration in Saqqez in which security forces intervened, "Farhang-i Ashti" reported on 7 August. Two police officers and six civilians were killed, and 142 people were arrested. 
Coinciding with these events, which reportedly continued into the second week of August, were violent and fatal clashes between Iranian security forces and members of the Kurdistan Independent Life Party (PJAK) along Iran's border with Iraq and Turkey. Deputy Governor-General Khorshidi confirmed on 8 August that four police officers were killed in clashes near Urumiyeh the previous day, the Iranian Students News Agency (ISNA) reported. 
In mid-June, security forces in Mahabad clashed with Kurds who were celebrating the election of Mas'ud Barzani as president of the Kurdistan Regional Government in Iraq, and early June celebrations of the selection of Patriotic Union of Kurdistan leader Jalal Talabani as Iraq's president led to clashes in which up to 15 police were injured. 
 
The Official Reaction  
Tehran has not been very forthcoming on developments on the periphery that might shed an adverse light on its assertions of national unity. Nevertheless, the extent of the unrest and media inquiries has prompted officials to react. 
Brigadier General Ismail Ahmadi-Moghaddam, chief of the national police force, dismissed the unrest during a trip to the northwest in the second week of August. He said locals were not involved in what he referred to as isolated incidents. The interference of outside elements, the police chief said, exacerbated the situation. As for Qaderi, Ahmadi-Moghaddam described him as a criminal rather than a political activist, according to Iranian media reports on 11 and 12 August. 
Fars News Agency reported on 13 August that Iranian security forces recently arrested two individuals connected with Al-Qaeda -- reportedly Arabs from an unspecified country bordering Iraq -- who infiltrated Iran from an area in Iraq controlled by the United Kingdom The two reportedly were present during the unrest in Kurdistan and West Azerbaijan provinces.  
Some Iranian sources blamed the United States for the clashes involving the PJAK. Parliamentarian Mahmud Nabirudaki said on 9 August that "one of the main reasons for the unrest" was a purported meeting between PJAK members and U.S. military personnel in Iraq's Salah Al-Din, IRNA reported. After this meeting, he continued, leaflets calling for shop closures and for protests against the killings of Kurds were distributed in Mahabad, Oshnavieh, and Sanandaj. Nabirudaki said the legislature's National Security and Foreign Policy Committee has asked the president to put the Kurdish issue on the agenda of the Supreme National Security Council. 
 
A Demand For Answers  
The majority of the Iranian population of approximately 68 million is ethnically Persian, and about 89 percent of the population practices Shi'te Islam. The constitution asserts that the state religion is Shi'ite Islam and the official language is Persian. Kurds comprise 7 percent of the total population, some 4.8 million people, and are mostly Sunni Muslims. 
The constitution grants equal rights to all ethnic minorities and to practitioners of other schools of Islam. It says laws in parts of the country where these minorities predominate may reflect specific, non-Shi'ite schools of Islam. The constitution says minority languages may be used in the media and schools. Nevertheless, Kurds and other minorities frequently complain of inattention to their economic, social, and cultural needs, as well as of discrimination and inadequate representation in the government. 
The legislature has been proactive on the Kurdish issue. Its National Security and Foreign Policy Committee met on 5 August with the governors-general and parliamentarians from West Azerbaijan and Kurdistan provinces, as well as high-ranking representatives of the Interior Ministry, the Ministry of Intelligence and Security, and the police. 
The committee's rapporteur, Kazem Jalali, told ISNA afterward that one of the factors contributing to the unrest is the comparatively high level of economic development in Kurdish areas of Iraq and Turkey. Jalali referred to poverty, unemployment, and smuggling. "Growing demands and sentiments and the comparison of social, ethnic, and religious status of the border area [with other regions] have prepared the ground for disunity and encouraged the residents to search for solutions outside [the country]," he said. 
Parliamentarian Mahmud Nabirudaki said on 9 August that "one of the main reasons for the unrest" was a purported meeting between PJAK members and American military personnel in Iraq's Salah Al-Din.
The extent of the unrest in the northwest was such that a government inquiry took place, but its findings were not made public. Mahabad's parliamentary representative, Jafar Ainparast, regretted this lack of openness and warned that such problems will occur again, "Siyasat-i Ruz" reported on 7 August. "How come the foreign media criticized this event fully and completely and we were not even able to give people the necessary information?" Ainparast asked. 
The parliamentary representative of Saqqez and Baneh, Fakhredin Haidari, called on President Mahmud Ahmadinejad to look into the factors that contribute to unrest in the Kurdish areas, "Siyasat-i Ruz" reported on 7 August. He called for fair and speedy hearings for arrested individuals, sympathy for the families of the deceased, and the improvement of "security conditions in the Kurdish regions of Iran." 
 Sanandaj's Hushang Hamidi said on 9 August that government officials have been informed of the shortcomings in the Kurdish areas, ISNA reported. "We have no problem raising the issue, but, although our demands are legal, we have problems coming up with solutions and removing the shortcomings," he added. "We have civil demands. We want citizenship rights. We want welfare and the observation of legal rights and equality in various aspects including management, and meritocracy in the Kurdish regions. These are the areas in which Article 48 of the constitution has not been observed." Hamidi went on to say that his request for a meeting with the president has gone unanswered, and he warned that a failure to address such issues could lead to further unrest. 
"The real root and origin of these disturbances was the promises that the officials have given when they have come face to face with the demands of the Kurds, but up to now, these promises have remained unfulfilled," Sanandaj representative Amin Shabani said, according to "Mardom Salari" on 13 August. He said the superficial reason for the unrest was the distribution of doctored photographs of Qaderi's corpse, but he added that the police used excessive force. Shabani also criticized state radio and television for not providing accurate information and thereby contributing to the unrest.  
Shabani added that young jobless people in the Kurdish provinces are angry, too. "Unemployment is in fact one of the factors which made it possible for certain elements to incite the young people of the province," he added. Another grievance, he said, is the absence of Sunni cabinet members.  
Few Iranian minority group members advocate separatism, and they mostly endorse the country's territorial integrity. What they are calling for is greater attention to their economic needs and their political rights. Most of the country's officials, at least in their public comments, appear to recognize this, even if they are unwilling to act on it.  
An extreme exception is Hojatoleslam Gholam Reza Hassani, the supreme leader's representative in West Azerbaijan. ILNA reported on 10 August that Hassani, known for his colorful turns of phrase, said: "I warn the relevant authorities to put the bandits in their place as soon as possible. They must put down the provocation of the counterrevolutionaries, for if they fail to do so, I shall wear my own death shroud to command the volunteering public in the war against bandits and counterrevolutionaries. I deem it necessary to pick up my weapon and tear open the chests of the counterrevolutionaries." 
***
 
PJAK, the unknown entity of the Kurdish resistance in Iran 
 
CAUCAZ.COM  Article published in 31/08/2005 Issue
By Max CHAMKA in Mahabad, Translated by Victoria BRYAN
PJAK. For several weeks now, this name has been regularly cropping up in dispatches from press agencies covering Iranian Kurdistan. This coverage has turned the 'Party for free life in Kurdistan'(PJAK) into a very real fact. What is hiding behind this evanescent army network that is depicted as the new and vibrant force of the Kurdish resistance in Iran? 
 'Are you linked, either directly or indirectly, to the PJAK movement?' 'Yes', confirms our interviewee, a student and young activist from Mahabad who wishes to remain anonymous. The speed and spontaneity of the answer stands in sharp contrast to the mistrust usually encountered during this sort of interview. It seems that the young guerrilla will use any available opportunity to publicize his organization.
As far as Iranian Kurdistan news goes, PJAK is currently one of the most mentioned names in press dispatches and articles that have appeared over the last few days. But it is also mentioned in the accusations from Teheran against an organization that it views as terrorism. PJAK needs to restore its reputation and who better than a partisan to do so?
 
Guerrilla under Iranian surveillance
'A few years ago, the Kurds from Iran took up arms alongside the PKK', continues the young man. 'Today, the struggle takes place here, in Iran. The men of PJAK, who are fighting for the 'Resurrection of a free Kurdistan', are Kurds from this region. They hide in the surrounding mountains.' The fighters get their weapons in Iraq. Arms dealing takes an uncontested route via Sardasth, or less frequently through Baneh or Marivan. Arms are then taken to Mahabad and sometimes to other towns in Iran.
Our interviewee declined to reveal the names of the local people in charge of PJAK. It would be pointless to openly fuel the hunt led by Teheran, or to encourage the resurgence of tension between the forces of law and order and the resistance fighters that has occurred over the past few days. The region has, after all, only just recovered from the round of skirmishes in July. 
The Kurdish zones in west Iran, making up the provinces of Kurdistan and western Azerbaijan, were the scene of the troubles following the death of Shivan Qaderi, brought down at the time of his arrest at the start of July.
Demonstrations, clashes and heavy-handed arrests shook the region at the time. The Iranian military conducted various operations against the PJAK guerrillas in the Merivan region On 26 July, four Iranian soldiers were killed near Oshnaviyeh, on the Iraqi border. The Iranian authorities blamed PJAK for the attack. 
More recently, on 15 August, general Ishmail Ahmadi-Moghaddam, the head of the Iranian police, announced that four police officers had been taken hostage by PJAK rebels in western Azerbaijan.
 
Iran-Iraq-Turkey, the divisions in the golden triangle of the Kurdish resistance
Divided, spilt and disunited, not to mention manipulated, the Kurdish resistance has been damaged by in-fighting and this has often been used by national governments as a lever in their fight against Kurdish 'terrorism'. It was reported that Teheran recently tried to persuade the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), lead by Iraqi president Jalal Talabani, to intervene by its side and stamp out the PJAK guerrillas. To put it clearly, encouraging already existing divisions within the cross-border Kurdish resistance would weaken it.
PJAK is described by some as being linked to the moderate and liberal current of the Kurdish resistance. 
Having truly stepped into the limelight in 2005, PJAK held its first meeting on 25 March 2004 after having moved through several different forms. One of the theories bandied about and that has been backed up by different reports in Mahabad is that PJAK is based in Turkey, although its leader is an Iranian Kurd.
 
One party, five networks
Heading PJAK, Abdul-Rahman Haci Ahmedi used an official visit to Norway in June to hold an interview at the Institute of Human Rights in Oslo. It was his opportunity to publicly discuss his fears for Iran of mullahs and to set out the political views of his party. 'PJAK distances itself from all the current forms of traditional Kurdish nationalism as it is convinced that it is better to favor peaceful coexistence and cooperation in order to achieve a true multi-ethnic democracy rather than dividing up the country into lots of small states.'
This federal form of Kurdish resistance is divided up into five political and armed offshoots: The Union of Women in Western Kurdistan (YJKR), the Union for Youth in Western Kurdistan (YCR), the Union for the Democratic Press (YRD) and finally, political circles and military forces for self-defence.
Since the founding meeting was held, the armed division of PJAK has claimed responsibility for more than 80 military operations in Iranian Kurdistan, and thirty or so direct clashes with the forces of law and order of the Islamic regime. 
 
Hypothetical PJAK
Back to Mahabad now. Our interviewee, although explaining that he is not very well informed, tells how the movement goes back to the days of the Mahabad republic and the charisma of president Qazi Mohammed, who has been set up as a hero by the Kurdish people. Is this a myth or a collective reality? For the time being, we do not know.
The organization is then thought to have evolved along with the local political trends, before disappearing into the background. This is a plausible theory although vague. The one viable theory is that the armed division of PJAK is carrying out its fight in the name of a free Kurdistan. It itself says that it is 'fighting a war against the Iranian government.'
A young Kurd, who has sat by the side of our interviewee since the start of our conversation, admits that he does not believe in PJAK. 'I'm not going to swell the ranks of PJAK. What good would it do? Even now, I don't wear traditional dress, so why should I take up arms too? The Iranian government has changed us irrevocably. My generation has been shaped by unemployment and has had neither the time nor the desire to talk politics when our overriding priority is to find a job. Teheran knows perfectly well that any attitudes are not inflexible.'
An admission of failure, but an understandable one. And the PJAK fighters know this all too well.
 
Free Life Party of Kurdistan First Congress
Free Life Party of Kurdistan (PJAK) held its first congress on the 25th of March, 2004, after passing through several organizational processes. Its main aims are surpassing the religious system ruling Iran, founding the Federal Democratic Republic of Iran, solving the Kurdish question on the basis of free and democratic unity among peoples, the freedom of women and putting an end to their unequal status in the society, removing the effects of the feudal society and paving the way for a free and democratic life in East (Iranian) Kurdistan, securing the basic rights and freedoms for all social strata, establishing free relationships among the peoples of Iran. 
For surpassing the religion-based system there are conditions to be met and duties to be fulfilled. Among the most important of these are:
Struggling against all the structures based on classic formalities, primitive and chauvinistic  nationalism making obstacles in the way of modern democracy and the free unity of the peoples 
Struggling against the unlawful institutions and conducts of the ruling system, such as execution, stoning to death, slashing, Inquisition courts and putting political and social pressure on the ethnic and religious minorities 
Supporting the democratic organizations initiated by the women, the youth, workers, employees, etc. for the development of civil society, developing people's sense of self-defense and civil disobedience everywhere
Ensuring the free participation of the Iranian people in a democratic system, commitment to the United Nation's Human Rights agreement and developing a constitution based on freedom, universally-acknowledged rights and democratic criteria.
For the establishment of a free and democratic society within the framework of the Federal-Democratic Republic of Iran, it is necessary to Establish the Federal-Democratic Republic with the participation of the Fars, Kurds, Arabs, Azeries, Beluches, religious minorities, etc. as the free and equal citizens of the country. Surpass the centralist governing system, forming local parliament, work out the constitution in the federal state parliaments based on the universal criteria of the human rights Ensure freedom of expression, media, communications, political parties, trade unions, etc. 
Minimize the army, struggle against the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction,  nuclear weapons, terrorism, develop policies for the protection of the environment and also and economic system for the fair distribution of gains and the development of social welfare
 
For reaching a democratic resolution, PJAK will struggle for
The constitutional acknowledgement of the Kurdish national identity, the free participation of the Kurds in the Federal Democratic Republic of Iran, by developing their own organizations and local managements
Formal education to be conducted in the mother language without any restriction on its use 
Eradicating all the negative influences of tribal-feudal culture and formalities in the Kurdish society
Removing the paramilitary 'Baseej' bases and centers along with the village guard system in Kurdistan
The returning of the Kurdish citizens forced to immigrate, clarifying the cases of serial killings, executions without trial, assassinations and also prosecuting and punishing the agents of these crimes.
In order to reach these aims, PJAK is open to establish relationships and make          agreements and cooperation with other forces. Therefore, it tries to 
Cooperate with and support actively the democratic forces in any part of Kurdistan
Make agreements with democratic countries and forces in Iran, the region and the world, support the environmental movements and establish relationships with those countries fighting against fascism, chauvinism, terrorism, etc.
Make agreement with pro democracy forces in Iran and encourage and initiate common democratic fronts for the opposition forces in and outside Iran.
From the day of its foundation till now, PJAK has embarked on an active struggle to reach the above-mentioned aims. Mr. Abdull-Rahman Haci Ahmadi is the head of the party. PJAK consists of 5 sub-organizations as follows:
The Union for the Women of East Kurdistan (YJRK) with its own special program and charter, is aiming at and acting to develop special organizations for women in East Kurdistan and Iran
The Union for East Kurdistan Youth (YCR) which, based on the active potentialities of the youth, is trying to develop democratic and non-governmental organizations for this dynamic social group
Democratic Press Union (YRD) carrying out informative and enlightenment activities to raise the democratic awareness of the different social groups
Political Forces, engaged in politics, developing organizations and a democratic life in different arenas of the society and struggling for the institutionalization of civil society
Self-Defense Forces: As the present system is suppressing the democratic demands of the Kurds and other peoples in Iran through its oppressive and aggressive policies, it is therefore necessary to put into practice the strategy of self-defense in the political, social, cultural, economic, environmental and, if needed, military fields. We will use the right of self-defense until the democratic aims and interests of the people are met. For this reason our military forces have taken positions in many of the Kurdish regions and some important parts of Iran.
In addition to that, PJAK's political and organizational activities are being conducted among Iranians both within Iran and abroad (esp. Europe). From the time, our congress was held till now, our activities have made important advances in many fields and parallel to that have been the subject of the attacks of the Islamic regimes, the statistics of which is given below:
holding more than 500 democrat and civil disobedient activities, pioneered by  the youth, in most of the Kurdish region and some far-deep within Iran
facing more than 80 military operations both in the border regions and far inside  Kurdistan
30 instances of direct clashes with the forces of the regime
More than 100 casualties and tens of wounded and POW suffered by the regimes military forces 
The martyrdom of 8 and wounding of 4 of PJAK's forces.
The arrest of more than 15 of our cadres while carrying out political and organizational activities in different cities. They are now under violent torture in the prisons without enjoying any of the rights prisoners normally have.
The arrest and torture of more than 700 of our supporters and police-searching their homes. 
Moreover, PJAK boycotted the 7th parliamentary elections and the 9th presidential elections held in Iran. Before, the presidential elections, we conducted an opinion poll which to a very large extend could have predicted and effected the low turn-out of the people.  In both of the elections, our people showed their own political will and resolution with regard to the political ideological system of Iran. But the government's reaction to this democratic way of self-_expression of our people was random killings, arrests, torture and carrying out extensive and intensive military operations in the country and within the cities against the pioneering force of the Kurdish people, PJAK. While our people answered these pressures with their recent uprisings, the Iranian regime accelerated its conducts of violence against the Kurdish people. There are also wide-spread and continuous military operations against the PJAK forces. As a result from our people 20 and from our guerilla forces 5 persons, on the whole 25 persons  have been martyred while more the 30 of the Iranian forces have been killed. Hereby we call on all the democratic institutions, personalities, human right activists to be aware of the regime's recent attacks against our people and take the necessary democratic and humanistic measures to help the Kurdish people reach their own democratic rights.
 
The General Co-ordination of PJAK
Ehmedi, first met with secretary of the Socialist Alliance (RV) Arnljot Ask on 15 June. After that, he met with the manager of Norway's Human Rights Organisation (Humanrightshose) and Norway's Defending Kurdish Rights Committee (Raadet for Kurdernes Rettigheter-RKR). He had a discussion with Nils Jakop Harbits from the Humanrightshose and Liv Kjolseth from the RKR in the centre building of Amnesty International.
Ehmedi held a meeting with Gunnar Karlsen who is secretary of the International human rights branch in Helsinki on 16th June at 10:00am. In the evening, he held a meeting in Norway's parliament. He met with Bjorn Jacobsen who is a member of the Norway's foreign committee. Jacobsen is also a Socialist Sol Party (SV) parliamentarian and at the same time, he is a spokesperson for the party. 
Ehmedi met with politician and writer Erling Folkvord on 17th June. Folkvord was an old member of the Socialist Alliance also, he is the author of a book called 'Kurdistan eller ikke'
During his visit to Oslo Ehmedi had discussions about work that has been carried out in East Kurdistan by the PJAK and also he debated about; Developments in East Kurdistan and the Kurdish problem, Oppression of Kurdish people by the religious Iranian regime, Human rights abuses and deprivation of democracy in Eastern Kurdistan, forcible assimilation policies of Kurdish people by the Iranian government and policies on Kurdish youth, Iranian support of terrorism in East Kurdistan and internationally, solution of the Kurdish problem in Iran and freedom for the Kurdish women and youth. 
During all the meetings, Iran had been condemned for oppressive policies towards the Kurdish people and promises of support were given to PJAK.(Source: MHAnews)
***
 
Deadly violence erupts in Iran's Kurdish region
 
By Nazila Fathi, The New York Times, TEHRAN, Iran August 14, 2005 
Unrest has rocked Iran's northwestern region of Kurdistan in recent weeks, leading to the deaths of more than a dozen civilians and several members of the country's security forces. 
The protests are the largest in Iran since the 1979 Islamic revolution, when Kurdish rebels seeking autonomy fought government forces. On Aug. 7, shops in more than a dozen Kurdish towns closed their doors to protest what Kurds regard as discrimination by the government in Tehran, and hundreds of people were arrested. 
Human Rights Watch reported that 17 people had been killed in three weeks in several towns. A Kurdish group, the Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan, posted on Web sites the names of people it said were the victims. It said more than 200 people had been injured Four members of Iranian security forces were killed near Oroumieh, a northwestern city, the ISNA news agency reported. 
Dozens of activists have been arrested, among them Roya Toloui, a prominent advocate for women's rights, several human rights groups said. The authorities reportedly arrested her at her home in Sanandaj on charges of disturbing the peace and ``acting against national security.'' 
Two Kurdish newspapers were also shut down. The government is very sensitive about hints of ethnic strife in the country. It has refused to release detailed information about the scale of the turmoil except for several random reports about attacks on government buildings during demonstrations. 
The unrest erupted after security forces killed Shivan Qaderi on July 9 in the city of Mahabad. Pictures of the young man's body suggested he had been tortured, and were widely distributed and broadcast on satellite television channels. The government said Qaderi was a hooligan. The Kurds said he was a political activist. Human Rights Watch, citing reports from Kurdish groups, said Qaderi was shot in public; the government has not commented on the circumstances surrounding the death. 
``The incident triggered the unrest but there were other elements to it,'' said Jalal Jalalizadeh, a former Kurdish member of Iran's parliament. ``Kurdish people have fundamental demands but the government has ignored them. More turmoil can erupt again over other reasons.'' 
Nearly 6 million of Iran's 67 million people are Kurds, most of them Sunni Muslims in a country dominated by Shiites. 
According to Iran's constitution, Sunnis cannot run for president. In protest, many boycotted the presidential election of June 24 and the turnout was less than 20 percent in some cities in Kurdish areas. Many Kurds say they now worry about their future under the new president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who was supported by conservative parties. 
Kurds also are barred from teaching the Kurdish language at schools and face restrictions in publishing Kurdish literature. They say they face discrimination in employment and university admissions. Kurdish cities are among the least developed in the country with the highest levels of unemployment. Kurds have also been discouraged from forming their own political parties. 
Iranian Kurds have not sought independence since the 1979 revolution, which overthrew Shah Reza Pahlavi and brought Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini to power, but they have demanded greater autonomy, democracy and freedoms. 
However, gains won by Kurds in neighboring Iraq have sparked hope that some of them can be duplicated in Iran. 
``Iranian Kurds now believe they have to struggle to have the similar social and cultural freedoms that Kurds of Iraq have,'' said Jalalizadeh, the former member of parliament. After the 1991 Persian Gulf War, when the British and American forces protected Iraq's Kurdish region from Saddam Hussein's government, the Kurds on the two sides of the border increased their contacts. 
Furthermore, five Kurdish satellite television channels, whose programs can be received all through the region, are helping to strengthen Kurdish identity. 
One satellite channel, ROJ TV, played an instrumental role in mobilizing people in the recent protests. It announced news about the protests and statements by clandestine political parties. 
The worst violence broke out in the city of Saqqez on Aug. 3, where the Interior Ministry acknowledged two people were killed and 142 people were arrested. A senior official said government buildings and banks were damaged. 
Kurdsat, an Iraqi Kurdish satellite channel based in Sulaimaniyah, Iraq, reported that thousands of troops were deployed to put down the protest and as many as 1,200 people were arrested. 
Calm reportedly returned to the Kurdish cities late this week after Kurdish legislators appealed to the protesters. 
``The number of casualties and deaths also convinced people that they were paying a high price in the violence,'' said Khaled Tavakoli, a political activist and journalist in Sanandaj, whose election to parliament in 2000 was overturned when a conservative watchdog body ruled his votes void. ``But people are very proud of the unity that was displayed in different cities.'' 
***
 
Human Rights Defender Charged as Unrest in Iran's Kurdish Regions Continues
 
Human Rights First , NEW YORK - Aug 10, 2005
Dr. Roya Toloui, a champion of Kurdish and women's rights who was detained by Iranian authorities on August 2, is reported to be facing charges of 'disturbing the peace' and 'acting against national security.' Toloui's detention is consistent with a pattern of harassment and persecution that she and other human rights activists in Iran's Kurdish region have suffered in recent months in reprisal for their legitimate, peaceful activities in support of basic rights and freedoms. Human Rights First is calling for the Iranian government to drop all charges against Dr. Toloui, and to immediately release her and all those detained after a demonstration in Sanandaj on Monday, August 1. 
 
Several killed, martial law still in force across Eastern Kurdistan 
London (KurdishMedia.com) 09 August 2005: On Tuesday martial law was still in force in the majority of the provinces of Eastern Kurdistan. 
According to reports reaching KurdishMedia.com, Mahabad is at the moment relatively calm, but tense. Schools are all occupied by the security forces, some with heavy weaponry. Helicopters are flying over the city for surveillance, looking for gatherings. Eyewitnesses reported that more army armoured vehicles have entered the city via the main roads. 
In Bokan, the security forces arrested three civilians after house-by-house searches on Sunday evening. 
In Sinne on Saturday, a 22 year old boy was shot by the security forces. He was identified as Zana Ashiyani, son of Muhedin, and died on Sunday at 1:00 am due to the seriousness of his injures. 
***
 
9 Kurdish human rights activists arrested by Iran
 
KURDISTAN, Aug 10 DozaMe.org
Two Kurdish human rights activists from the 'Kurdistan Human Rights Organisation' (RMMK) were arrested by Iranian forces in the city of Mahabad in eastern Kurdistan.
Saman Resulpur was arrested at 00:30 (00:30 am GMT+3.30) on Tuesday, August 9 in his house in the Sehrek district of Mahabad. During the raid the Iranian soldiers seized Resulpur's computer, all his CDs, video and audio cassettes and a great number of his books. 
The other RMMK-member Zeyneb Bayezidi was arrested at the same time when soldiers raided her family's home in Mahabad. After searching through the house, the soldiers arrested Bayezidi together with her little sister, her father and her brother named Aso. It was also reported that several family members were seriously beaten and injured during the raid. 
***
Twenty Iranian Kurds reported dead in clashes
 
Kurdish Human Rights Project Monday 8 August 2005: For Immediate Release 
Concern is growing over the escalating crisis in Iran's north-west Kurdish regions that has left at least 20 dead and numerous wounded and imprisoned. 
Protection of human rights has deteriorated rapidly as protests and civil unrest in the cities of Saqiz, Sine, Mahabad, Serdesht, Piranshar, Meriwan, Shino, Baneh, Divan and Dareh have been met by excessive force by state security forces, plainclothes agents and paramilitary Islamic vigilantes. 
The government has implemented de-facto martial law in many areas, and has reportedly deployed over 100,000 troops and helicopter gunships to the region. Human rights violations reported have included the gunning down of civilians by military helicopter, the harassment and imprisonment of journalists and human rights defenders, indiscriminate arrests of civilians including children, the torture or ill-treatment of detained Kurdish protestors, and the closure of two newspapers. 
The crisis threatens to escalate yet further, with implications for the security of the wider region. The depth and breadth of the situation, coupled with the Iranian government's refusal to provide adequate information, demands the immediate attention of the international community. 
The Democratic Party of Kurdistan-Iran (PDK-I) has released the names of 17 of the dead, all of whom were Kurds. Journalists and human rights defenders confirmed to have been arrested include: 
Madih Ehamedi (human rights defender and journalist) 
Jalal Qavami (journalist and member of the editorial board of the journal Payam-e Mardom) 
Eclali Qewami (human rights campaigner and journalist) 
Roya Toloui (editor of Rassan - a periodical that highlights the situation of Kurdish women in Iran) 
Mahmoud Salehi (spokesperson for the Organisational Committee to Establish Trade Unions)
Dr Ruyai Telyi (activist and writer) 
Azad Zamani (activist in the Association in Defence of Children's Rights)
The whereabouts of several of the detainees are still unknown. 
The unrest was ignited by the killing of Shivan Qaderi [1], a key figure in Mahabad's Kurdish national movement. According to eyewitnesses, Qaderi was shot at point blank range. Then still alive, he was reportedly tied to a Toyota Jeep and dragged through the streets. Local Iranian authorities assert that Qaderi was killed by security forces while attempting to evade arrest. 
The unrest, ranging from peaceful sit-ins to violent clashes, soon escalated, spreading to many other cities in the region, as many in the Kurdish population expressed dissatisfaction with the cycle of violence, arrests and oppressive behaviour of Iranian forces. 
There are nearly 9-million Kurds in Iran, constituting between 11 and 16 per cent of the population. The recent presidential election, which was heavily boycotted by Kurds, brought to power hardliner Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who is suspected of involvement in the assassination of PD-I leader Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou in 1989. Many Kurds feared his ascension would usher in a worrying rollback of the little reform that had occurred under Mohammed Khatami. 
Kerim Yildiz, Executive Director, says, 'We are urging the Iranian Government to provide access to an independent team of observers to ascertain the true nature of the crisis. Proper investigation is also required into the killings, arbitrary arrests, and use of torture or ill-treatment. It is imperative that security and military forces act according to recognised international standards of conduct and international human rights treaties.' 
Contact 
Kerim Yildiz, Executive Director/ Rochelle Harris, PR Officer, at +44 (0) 207 287 2772 
[1] Also known as Seyyed Kamal Seyyed Qader, Seyyed Kamal Astam, and Shavaneh 
Kurdish Human Rights Project (KHRP) 
2 New Burlington Place, London W1S 2HP 
www.khrp.org khrp@khrp.org - Tel +44 (0) 207 287-2772 -Fax + 44 (0) 207 734-4927 
KHRP is an independent, non-political human rights organisation dedicated to the promotion and protection of the human rights of all persons in the Kurdish regions of Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Syria and elsewhere, irrespective of race, ethnicity, religion, gender or political belief or opinion. It is a registered charity founded and based in London 
***
 
Amensty calls for investigation into the killing of demonstrators in Iran
                                           
Amnesty USA, August 08 2005
Amnesty International today expressed alarm at the cycle of violence in the Iranian province of Kordestan and neighbouring Kurdish areas, which has reportedly left up to 20 people dead, hundreds wounded. Hundreds of others are believed to have been arrested, including prominent Kurdish human rights defenders and activists. 
Amnesty International is urging the Iranian government to promptly initiate an urgent, impartial and independent investigation into these reports. The methods are findings of such an investigation must be made public. Officials suspected of responsibility for human rights violations such as unlawful killings/extrajudicial executions should be brought to justice in accordance with fair trial procedures. 
Among those arrested during the disturbance are prominent Kurdish human rights defenders and activists. Dr Roya Toloui, a womens' rights activist, was arrested at her home in Sanandaj on 2 August. According to her husband, who has not been allowed access to her, she is detained on charges of "disturbing the peace" and "acting against national security". Azad Zamani, a member of the Association for the Defence of Children's Rights (ADCR, or Kanoun-e Defa' az Hoqouq-e Koudekan), was also arrested in Sinne. Jalal Qavami, a journalist and a member of the editorial board of the journal Payam-e Mardom, was arrested at his workplace after agents of Iran's security forces initially raided his residence. Mahmoud Salehi, the spokesman for the Organisational Committee to Establish Trade Unions, was arrested in the early hours of 4 August, and the security forces have also closed down two Kurdish newspapers. 
Amnesty International is calling on the Iranian authorities to urgently provide the names of all those detained, their current whereabouts, the reasons for their arrest, and details of any charges against them. All detainees must be treated humanely and given prompt access to their lawyer, family and any medical treatment necessary. Anyone who is not to be charged with a recognisably criminal offence must be released immediately and unconditionally. 
Following reports that the Iranian government has today deployed large numbers of troops, backed up by helicopter gunships, into the region, Amnesty International calls on the |ranian authorities to ensure that their security forces abide by international standards of conduct of law enforcement. In particular, they must respect and protect the right to life, to freedom from torture and ill-treatment and to freedom from arbitrary arrest. 
 
Background 
The unrest began in the town of Mahabad, in early July, following the shooting of Shivan Qaderi, a Kurdish opposition activist, also known as Sayed Kamal Astam, or Astom, and two other Kurdish men, by Iranian forces in the town of Mahabad on 9 July, in circumstances where they may not have posed an immediate threat. The security forces then reportedly tied Shivan Qaderi's body to a Toyata jeep and dragged him in the streets. The local Iranian authorities are reported to have confirmed that a person of this name, "who was on the run and wanted by the judiciary", was indeed shot and killed by security forces at this time, allegedly while trying to evade arrest. 
During the days following Shivan Qaderi's death, several thousand Mahabad residents, mainly youths, took to the streets to protest the killings. Since then, demonstrations have erupted in the mainly Kurdish neighbouring towns of Sanandaj, Mahabad, Sardasht, Piranshahr, Oshnavieh, Baneh, Sinne, Bokan and Saqiz. The Iranian state-owned media has reported and confirmed the unrest of the past 3 weeks, but have described the situation as due to "hooligan and criminal elements" 
In a letter dated 22 July 2005 the organization wrote to Iran's Interior Minister, Abdolvahed Mousavi-Lari, seeking clarification of the circumstances surrounding the killing of Sayed Kamal Astam, or Astom, also known as Shivan Qaderi , and the arrest of scores of people in Mahabad and the surrounding areas in the days following his death. The organization expressed concern that the killing may have been deliberate and that those detained may not have access to independent lawyers of their choice or their families and that they may be at risk of torture or ill-treatment. 
The Kurds are one of Irans many ethnic minority groups, and number around 10% of the population. They mainly live in the province of Kordistan and neighbouring provinces bordering Turkey and Iraq. A UN report released last week said authorities were denying basic amenities to Iran's ethnic and religious minorities and in some cases seizing land. 
