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Kelly and Shaw take clean sweep victory of 2006 Sleator Opel Championship 
With Maximum points on each of the 5 rounds, there is no doubt that the winner of the 2006 Sleator Opel Midlands East Rally Championship is John Kelly and Robbie Shaw in their Lancer Evo 7. With a comfortable run to 8th overall on the GSMC Baltinglass Mini stages they made sure they had done enough to take maximum points yet again to claim the championship as their own.

Second place went to James Cassidy in his MK2 Escort, James who the inaugural winner of the Sleator championship came to the finish line of the last stage in Baltinglass smiling as usual and very satisfied with his result while already planning the challenge for next years series. 

Second placed co driver went to Brian Smullen who had co driven during the year for Danny Mc Cormack in the Mk2. 
Third overall in the championship meant a late night and many calculation challenges for championship registrar Eoin Longworth. There was a convoluted dead heat on points for the honours of 3rd on the overall championship podium.  It was a 3 way tie for 3rd Overall Driver between Seamus Behan, Barry Coleman & Danny McCormack. Along with a Two Way Tie for 3rd Overall Co Driver between Dolores Behan & John Corrigan. After a long and careful deliberation white smoke was eventually seen rise from Eoins overworked calculator and a victor was announced. Seamus and Dolores Behan in their 1400cc Corsa take 3rd Overall on a tie break.

There were many exciting battles amongst the classes fought and won in Baltinglass, Mark Courtney claimed class 9 despite a difficult second stage where a puncture and suspension damage meant the end of his rally.

In class 8 John and Bernard Devine in their Sierra just edged out Connor Maggenis and Ray Scullion after they unfortunately retired on stage 1 with engine damage.

Class 7 was secured by Gene Callan and Sean Brunton as they took 40th o/a in the Escort. Second in the class was David Ford and Cathal Mc Grath in their Toyota. 

Class 6 saw Marc Mc Dermot and Damien Flanagan hold on in their Civic to a slight lead over Timmy England in his 206. Second Placed Co driver in the class was Patrick Mc Manus. 

Last years championship runner up Andrew Lang took victory in class 4.

Details of the other classes and championship positions are available with updates and photos on the championship website. (Points are provisional to allow queries until next championship committee meeting on Tuesday 17th October) 
www.midlandseastrallychampionship.com
