EDUCATIONAL PROCESS

The Educational program is a compulsory part of the Intercountry Assessment Process after applicants have been approved at the preliminary assessment stage.

This consists of group sessions organised by the Health Board (on average six sessions approximately two weeks apart). 

The Aims of Course

Provides applicants with:

· An opportunity to learn more about intercountry adoption so that the applicants are in a position to make an informed choice as to whether this is 

an appropriate step for them and their family to take.

· So that they might begin the process of evaluating their own skills, knowledge and abilities in relation to intercountry adoption tasks.

· A place to meet other applicants who are at a similar stage in the process, so that mutual support and learning can take place.

Some Details about the program

· Each session will be jointly facilitated by two adoption social workers:

· Will not be attended by more than six – eight sets of applicants.

· Will last for three hours.

· Will be conducted in a manner, which respects participants’ views and confidentiality.

· Before starting the program you will receive an applicants workbook outlining the standardised framework for intercountry adoption assessment. This work is intended as your;

· Personal record of the individual sessions.

· Reminder of things you wish to read more about, reflect on, discuss with your partner, friends or family.

· Record of between session exercises and activities. I.e. family tree, loss graphs, eco map and pie charts, media watch, care plan, 50 questions about country you hope to adopt for.

· Suggested reading material: - health issues, life story, attachment issues.

· A series of questions you need to complete for next session: 

· Additional information and handout reading material given by social workers.

The workbook is given to you to provide a means of linking the preparation course with the home study assessment. 

The following chapters are dealt with during the course:

Introduction – Five standards

The preparation workbook

Family trees and Eco Maps

The impact of attachment

The impact of Separation and Loss (Video shown) 

Child Development and Medical Matters (Doctor and Speech therapist)

Talking about Adoption 

A summary of work for home Study Assessment – (Biography)

At any stage through this process where applicants decide that they want to withdraw, they will be supported in doing so. You should arrange with one of the social workers to discuss this outside the session.

On a lighter note,

· If possible try not to hush to the sessions and give yourself ample time to be there.

· Tea/Coffee and biscuits are provided on arrival, which is great to settle yourself.

· The first session is really introduction only, round rules are laid, re: punctuality, and strict confidentiality is adhered to (as some applicants may not at this stage have informed other family members – friends).

· There’s also a tea/coffee break provided half way through each session.

· Try to feel relaxed and get to know others attending as these friendships will no doubt develop and help you through the process. For future purposes other applicants made travel to the same country and provide further links of support and friendship for your adopted child.

· Be prepared to get involved in open discussion and group exercises (can be fun)

· We would encourage you most definitely to complete the required homework exercises between sessions; this not only helps you in the Educational Program but also really highlights how it links into preparing your care plan and writing you biography prior to the home study assessment.

· As a suggestion at the final session our group decided to go for a meal together. We had a very enjoyable night and we exchanged addresses and telephone contact numbers with the other applicants.

A good suggestion is to continue attending the MIAG sessions. The social workers encourage this as a means of support, help and advice and additional information.

Our Web Site address is - http://homepage.eircom.net/~miagroup/Index.htm 

Our email address is – miagroup@eircom.net
