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Branch events
June
w/e 3-4
 Field trip to the Dingle Peninsula, Co. Kerry, led by Pat Meere, NUI Cork.  Details below.

September
W/e TBA
 Field trip to Donegal Dalradian and Carboniferous led by Tony Lee.

Other events

May

Wed 31
IGA Lecture on Aggregates by Gerry Stanley in the Geological Survey of Ireland Lecture Theatre, Haddington Road, Dublin 4.  8pm.  All welcome.
June

Sat 17
BGS field trip Looking at sedimentary rocks: a day out, largely for beginners, looking at sedimentary rocks, their origins, features, structures and how to identify them.  Leaders: Philip Doughty and amateur members of the BGS.  Meet: Cookstown Cement Works Quarry, Sandholes Road (H799748) 10.30am

Sat 17
IGA field trip to the Causeway Coast, Co. Antrim, led by Paul Lyle.  Meet: Portrush Sill, 10am.  All welcome.

July

Sat 1
BGS field trip: Magilligan and Binevenagh, Co. Derry.  Leader: Dave Riley.  Meet: Magilligan Field Centre (C677337), 11am.

August

Wed 16
BGS Tree-ring dating, carbon dating, tephra studies and more visit to Palaeoecology Centre, QUB, meet Fitzwilliam St., Belfast.  6pm
BGS Belfast Geologists' Society; CGA Cork Geological Association; IAEG Irish Association for Economic Geology; IGA Irish Geological Association; NUIG National University of Ireland Galway; QUB Queen's University Belfast; TCD Trinity College Dublin; UCC University College Cork, UCD University College Dublin.
EDITORIAL

We had a superb trip to Connemara led by Martin Feely of NUI Galway.  He took us on a traverse across the Connemara Igneous Complex that includes the Connemara Metamorphic Complex  and the Galway Granite.  The highlight of the trip for most of those attending was the quarry in the Galway Granite where we found beautiful quartz crystals, the largest I have ever seen in the field.  Other minerals found on the trip were large pink crystals of andalusite (Al2SiO5), deep purple fluorite (CaF2) and silver-grey molybdenite (MoS2).

Those of you who missed this first trip now have a chance to catch up.  We have another trip very soon, on 3 and 4th June, to the Dingle Peninsula in Co. Kerry, led by Pat Meere of NUI Cork.  The faithful following who always go on our field trips will remember the excellent outing we had with Pat last year.  Dingle is noted for its Silurian sediments and for its Quaternary glacial features.  The trip will be based in accommodation in Dingle Town.  Contact Phyllis (details below) if you wish to go.

As with all field trips you will need stout footwear and waterproof clothing.  Remember, this is Ireland so bring along some warm clothing too, just in case.

Tony Lee has promised to lead a weekend trip to south Donegal in late September to the Dalradian and Carboniferous rocks.

Field trips provide a great opportunity to see rocks in the field, essential for any true student of geology.  They also provide the opportunity to ask questions; questions about geology and, in an OU context from the experts, other OU students.

Susan

 NEWS CUTTINGS 

ZINC …………………….

Zinc price surge helps Irish operators

Base-metal prices surged to record highs yesterday bringing the rise in zinc prices to 30pc since the start of the year.   With no sign of a let-up in demand analysts predicted further price rises as demand for zinc and copper grows.  On the London metal exchange yesterday zinc hit a new record high at $2,505 a tonne as money from fund investors drove the metal up.  Ireland, with three major zinc mines, is now the largest producer in Europe, with Navan, Lisheen and Galmoy all benefiting from the 30pc surge in prices since the start of the year. 

The price rise is also good news for Minco as it continues to drill on a major new zinc find at Pallas Green in Co Limerick. 

While the markets in some base metals, including copper and nickel, are predicted to move into surplus, demand for zinc is expected to keep supplies on the short side. 

Pat  Boyle © Irish Independent 22/3/2006

……….and zinc again
                    Zinc in them thar [hills]

There's a zinc rush going on and the Irish mining sector knows the drill as the operators of exciting discoveries like Pallas Green in Limerick take advantage of soaring metal prices.  The Irish mining industry is enjoying a renaissance as the price of both lead and zinc continue to set new records on the London Metal Exchange, encouraging explorers to plough millions into the search for new orebodies, as well as the re-examination of previously discovered deposits. 

The most exciting of these is the Pallas Green deposit in Limerick, where multinational Noranda is working alongside its small Irish partner Minco in appraising a find judged to have the potential to rank alongside either Galmoy or Lisheen in size.

Minco believes that not only does Pallas Green represent a new discovery, but is analogous to the major mineralised zone called the Rathdowney trend, which has yielded both the Lisheen and Galmoy orebodies.  

Industry watchers believe that the mineralised zone around Pallas Green extends for about 25km and that within that, there are at least two potential mine targets - just as Galmoy and Lisheen form two targets within the Rathdowney mineralised zone.   One of these targets extends for over one kilometre, making it comparable to the giant Tara orebody, a mine which ranks as the biggest zinc find of the 20th century.  

Since the middle of the last century Ireland has had an unbroken record as one of the major zinc regions of the world, with mines such as Tynagh in Galway and Silvermines in Tipperary.  It was also a difficult time for mine operators. Estimates suggest that zinc producers need a price of at least $1,000 (€831) a tonne to justify mining. But for much of the period from 1975 prices were barely above this, while just two years ago they had dipped to a low of $800 a tonne. 

The resurgence in zinc prices means that operators at Tara, Galmoy and Lisheen are at last generating huge amounts of cash. It has also led to a flood of applications for prospective terrain and has attracted the big names back to the country - the most notable being Cominco which has joined the likes of Noranda, Aurum, Lundin and Boliden - looking for new ore. 
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