Fact-File on Glendalough

The Monastic Site

The Monastic Site at Glendalough is built around a monastery founded in the 6th Century which was a busy place of learning and a place for pilgrims until the 12th Century.  The recognizable Round Tower dates back to the 11th Century and acted as a fortress and an early-warning system against attackers. Other buildings are scattered along the valley to the east and west.

National Park

Much of the surrounding area covers up to 9,400 acres and most of the area covered by the circuit walk.

Oak Trees

The oak trees are probably the left-over of the great forestry that there once was.  This was scaled down in the Middle Ages to provide fuel and charcoal for mining.

Animals of the Glendalough Valley

Many herds of Deer such as sika, red and hybrids, roam the area of the Upper Lake valley and graze on the heaths and bog vegetation.  A band of feral goats also graze on the upper valley and are commonly seen.

Mining in Wicklow

Mining for Lead and Copper was carried out in the 19th Century and even for a short time in the mid 1920’s.  The zig-zag track that we came down on to the mine was originally a mining track.  The metals occur along a metamorphic zone between the granite to the west and the older shales and slates to the east.

Disappearing Lakes

The Upper Lake has moved 120 m eastwards in the last 80 years because of the wash-out from the mining spoil which comes from the silt flowing down the Glenealo River. 

