12th European Conference on Reading

Dublin, Ireland 

July 1-4, 2001

Entering Ireland. Delegates not holding passports issued by a country in the European Union should ascertain visa requirements for entering Ireland well in advance of the Conference, and should ensure that they have the necessary documentation on arriving in Dublin.

Insurance. Delegates attending the Conference are strongly advised to take out travel/medical insurance before leaving their own countries. 

Getting to Dublin City University. Dublin City University (DCU), Collins Ave., Glasnevin, Dublin 9 is the Conference venue. DCU is just 4 km from Dublin Airport, and 6 km from the city centre. The taxi fare from Dublin Airport is about IR£10 (US$12). Delegates who get the No. 41 bus (IR£1.20, exact fare required) from the arrivals area at the airport should get off at Whitehall, and walk for about five minutes along Collins Avenue in a westward direction (see Map). Persons wishing to get to the city centre from the airport should take the Aircoach or Dublin Bus Express Bus (both IR£4.50) or the No. 41 (IR£1.20) from the arrivals area. 

Persons travelling to Dublin City University from the City Centre should take bus 11, 11a, 13, 13a, or 19a from O’Connell Street (the main street in Dublin city centre) in a northerly direction, and should get off at the Ballymun Road entrance to the College. There is a five minute walk to the centre of the campus. Persons who take the No. 3 from O’Connell Street should get off at Collins Avenue, and walk for about five minutes along Collins Avenue in a westward direction (see maps).

Keynote Speakers.  We are delighted that the following persons have agreed to deliver keynote addresses to the Conference:

· Declan Kiberd, University College Dublin (Literature of Ireland)

· Donna Ogle, International Reading Association (Reading Comprehension) 

· Bente Hagtvet, University of Oslo, Norway (Beginning Reading)

· Vincent Greaney, Ireland and World Bank (International Literacy)

Draft Programme (Timebable) and Abstracts. A draft programme will be posted on the Conference Website (http://homepage.eircom.net/~reading) and on the website of the International Development in Europe Committee of the IRA (http://idec.aps.nl). Persons who experience difficulty accessing one or other of these sites should send an e-mail request for the draft programme to reading@eircom.net.  In early April, abstracts for the Conference presentations will be posted on the same sites.  It is planned to schedule sessions/events as follows: 

Sunday, July 1      7.30 p.m.
Official Opening, First Plenary Session (Declan Kiberd)

Monday, July 2     9.00 a.m.
Second Plenary Session (Donna Ogle)



 11.00 a.m.
Parallel Sessions/Workshops/Round Tables Until 5.00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 3    9.00 a.m.
Third Plenary Session (Bente Hagtvet)



  11.00 a.m.
Parallel Sessions/Workshops/Round Tables Until 5.00 p.m.

Wednes., July 4
    9.00 a.m.       Parallel Sessions/Poster Sessions  until Lunchtime



   2.15 p.m. 
Final Plenary Session (Vincent Greaney) and Closing 

  P.T.O.

Audio-Visual Equipment. Over-head projector and screen will be provided for all presentations except Poster Sessions and Round Tables. Additional audio-visual equipment must be provided by participants themselves, or rented from local agencies. A list of agencies and prices can be made available, if an e-mail request is received at reading@eircom.net. The Conference Organisers cannot accept responsibility for equipment rented by presenters that is lost, stolen or damaged at DCU. 

Persons presenting poster sessions may wish to note that poster boards will be 9 metres X 6.75 metres 

Social Activities. The following social activities have been planned:

· Sunday, July 1st – RAI Reception at Dublin City University (Finger food and wine) at 9.00 p.m. (after opening keynote address)

· Monday, July 2nd – Reception hosted by Minister for Education and Science, Dublin Castle, Dublin 2 (transport from Dublin City University will be available)

· Tuesday, July 3rd – Conference Dinner at Grand Hotel, Malahide, Co. Dublin (transport from Dublin City University will be available) (Cost of dinner: IR£25)

Registration. The Conference Registration Fee is IR£130 (€140) before April 1st. Persons wishing to register for the Conference may pay in Irish pounds, euros or US dollars. Persons wishing to pay in US dollars should multiply the appropriate amount in Irish pounds by 1.20 to obtain the corresponding dollar amount. Payment should be made by cheque. Credit card facilities are not available. 

Presenters planning to register for the Conference after April 1st should forward a non-refundable deposit of IR£50 (€63 or US$ 60) before April 1st to ensure their place on the Conference Programme.  

Registration will be open from 2.00 p.m. on Sunday, July 1st at the Science Building (Biology/Chemical Sciences), DCU, where most of the Conference sessions will also be held. The official opening of the Conference takes place at 7.30 p.m. on Sunday, July 1st at the Larkin Theatre (Marked T on the map of DCU).

Accommodation.  Persons who have booked rooms at DCU, using the Conference Registration Form, should proceed to the Housing Office, Lakefield Apartments, when they arrive on Campus. There, they may pick up keys for their rooms. Keys must be returned upon departure. 

Bookings for rooms at DCU through the Conference Organisers must be made before April 1st. Payment must be received in advance. All rooms at DCU are single, ensuite. Breakfast is available in the restaurant, or can be prepared in the communal kitchen. A listing of hotels and guesthouses around Dublin City University is available from the Conference Organisers. Please send an e-mail to reading@eircom.net requesting same.  

Meals. Breakfast and lunch will be available at the main restaurant in DCU during the Conference. Payment is in cash (Irish currency only) at the checkout.   

