General Tips

· Get yourself a VIP or YHA card – this will save you a fortune on hostels, tours and travel.

· Bring a travel guide like the lonely planet – however don’t trust it

· The people will always be far more interesting than the sites.

Melbourne

I stayed at the Greenhouse on Flinders Lane. This is a really good hostel. The staff are really friendly. There are always free offers and something to do. The BBQs on the rooftop and pub-crawls are always good fun. However at $28 a night it is expensive.

The Flinders Station Hotel [a.k.a. International Hostel] is much cheaper – at $99 a week. It is located on the corner of Flinders Lane and Elisabeth Street. It is secure and clean. It is above a bottle shop [off-license] and pub [the joint].

Must see in Melbourne:

· Melbourne Gaol. This is where Ned Kelly was hung. His amour is on display

· Gardens: The Fitzroy, Treasury, Botanic Gardens are beautiful and are a great way to relax

· Casino: If you become a member, they will give you $5 for the tables and $9 for the pokies – free money just for signing your name

· St Kilda – this is only a tram ride away – St Kilda coffee shops sell the best coffee I have experienced – try a Flat White

· Sports – Melbourne is the sports capital. With the Telstra Dome, MCG and Albert Park Grand Prix track.     9 of the 16 AFL teams are based in Victoria.

· Markets: The Victoria markets sell quite cheap products and food.

· Pin Oak Court: This is where Neighbours is filmed

Melbourne is a great place – it is really easy to find your way around and the people are quite friendly.

Canberra

Canberra is a very boring place – the way the roads are built you always seem to be driving around in circles. We stayed at the Citywalk Hostel on Mort St. It was clean and secure – however the lift is stopped during the night. 

Must see in Canberra:

· The Planetarium: There is very little light pollution in Canberra, so you can easily make out the stars – this was my highlight of Canberra.

· Nightlife – is quite scarce.

· The Mint: this is where for $2 you can print your own $1 coin.

Sydney

Sydney is very big. We stayed at the Wake Up Hostel on the corner of Pitt St and Georges St. It is very secure and clean. It is very big and located above a bar.

We also stayed in Coogee Beach at the Surfsiders – this was newly done up and quite a good hostel.

Must see in Sydney:

· Manly Beach and Palm Beach – some of Home and Away is filmed at Palm Beach. The ferry ride out gives you a great view of the Opera House and the Harbour Bridge.

· Botanic Gardens

· Bondi Beach [known as County Bondi Beach – due to the number of Irish there].

· The Rocks

· Darling Harbour

· Opera House

· The Harbour Bridge is very expensive to climb, but generally people enjoy it.

· AMP Tower – one of the tallest buildings in the Southern Hemisphere.

Byron Bay

Byron Bay is a great place – you need to stay here for about a week before you can mellow down. We stayed at the Byron Bay Bunkhouse – Free pancakes and a great atmosphere. The pubs are really good in Byron especially Cheeky Monkeys, The Beach, Railways

Must see in Byron Bay:

· A scuba dive from Julian Rocks is really good – especially if you’re a beginner.

· Lazing on the beach

· A trip to Ninbin is never a good idea – but you have to do it anyway!

Surfers Paradise

Surfers Paradise is a big change from Byron Bay – it has loads of skyscrapers that cast shadows onto the beach. We stayed at the Backpackers In Paradise Hostel – it was alright – the kitchen was very dirty – but it had a pool.

Must see in Surfers Paradise

· The beaches are beautiful – however sometimes the skyscrapers cast shadows

· Theme parks: Dreamworks and Seaworld are well worth a visit

· Night life is generally good – most hostels do good pub crawls.

Brisbane [Bris Vegas]

Brisbane is a nice city – but you shouldn’t stay for very long. We stayed at the Prince Consort hostel – this was one of the worst hostels I was ever in. The staff were rude, the rooms cold and it is located outside the city. 

We moved to Palace Hostel. This is a far better hostel – with a bar, industrial type kitchen and a rooftop. The rooms are clean and secure.

Must See:

· Botanic Gardens

· Fake Beach: a manmade beach – kitted out with sand and a life guard

Harvey Bay

Harvey Bay is a great place, however nobody stays for long because Frazer Island is near. I stayed at the Palace Backpackers – it was basic but nice. Frazer Island is great fun – you can either do a tour or share Land Cruiser. If you do a self-tour you probably won’t know most of the people you are sharing with – so some people have the time of their life, while others regret ever hearing of Frazer.

Airlie Beach

There is no real beach in Airlie Beach – none of the hostels are very good – we stayed at the Club Whitsunday Hostel. It was quite dirty. The town is really good fun – most of the pubs have special offers every night – so don’t depend on getting any sleep.

The Whitsunday Islands are one of the best things I have ever done. ProSail have the best yachts. Choose a fast small boat – only 12 people were aboard our boat – so we got to know everyone. Spend as much time on White Haven Beach as possible – it doesn’t look much from the boat – but once you climb the hill, you will see mind-numbing beauty.

Cairns

Cairns is a great place, full of backpackers either arriving or departing. We stayed at the YHA – it was very quite compared to most other hostels there. 

Must do in Cairns

· Lay on the esplanade 

· Go to the Woolshed pub

· Enjoy the night life

· Book a tour to go scuba diving (it is really cheap) or go to Cape Tribulation

Ayres Rock (Uluru) we stayed at the YHA in Ayres rock resort. It was very expensive – however it is the only hostel in the area. Ayres rock is more amazing at a distance and the further away from you. When you are close it is just a red wall. I preferred Kings Canyon and the Olgas to the rock. 

Darwin

Darwin is really hot – don’t go during the wet season. Most of the hostels have free pickup from the airport if you stay longer than 2 days. I stayed at Elke’s, however it was very dirty and the free breakfast was just bread. The YHA in Darwin is not as sterile as other YHA’s. I really enjoyed it. It has a great pool.

The Frogshollow Hostel doesn’t suit everyone – some love it – I didn’t.

Things to do in Darwin:

· Go to Mindil Markets

· Buzz Café, Cullen Bay has the best male toilets in the world [even women go in to see it] – this is a must, it kept me laughing for days.

· Deckchair cinema

· Douglas hot springs – the water is 65 C.

For most of Northern Territory, West Australia and South Australia I stayed in a tent in small free campgrounds. We cooked on a camp fire and just lived in the bush.

Kakadu National Park is well worth a visit. If you don’t have a Land Cruiser then get a tour. It is fascinating to see a park that is bigger than Ireland. Crocodile Dundee was filmed here. If you drive yourself make sure you bring the usual bush essentials. 

Arnhem Land is very remote. You will need to get a visa from the Aboriginals to enter. There is not much in the town, just run-down areas and a gift shop. This gift shop sells great Didgeridoos and Aboriginal art. 

Litchfield National Park is accessible in a car. There is a great waterfall and it is a really good place to swim. 

The small towns between Darwin and Broom are only there in order to get petrol, food and water. It takes about 3 days to travel between the two. The only village worth a visit is Halls Creek. Here there is the Great Wall of China – a natural phenomenon that looks like a giant wall.

Broom is a very small town. We stayed at the Kimberly Klub. It was really lovely – with a great bar and pool. If you are there in the right time of year, you get to see the Staircase to the Moon (mid to end-July). This is when the moon rises over the mudflats – it appears as a stairway.

Tom Price is a very small mining town, however the waterfalls and gorges are beautiful. You will probably need to do a tour to see it all.

Exmouth is one of the best places in the world to scuba dive. The Navy peer is in the top 10 scuba dives of the world. The national park has some of the best beaches on the west coast. The currents are really strong so rent flippers and snorkel. From the shore you can see some great fish life.

Coral Bay is not as beautiful as Exmouth, but it is worth a visit. 

Monkey Mia is not worth visiting, the Dolphins that come to shore are encouraged to come by daily feeding, so it is not natural at all.

Geraldon is a small city, we stayed at the YHA – it was clean and meet really cool people there. This YHA offers visits to Hutt River Valley. This is where a farmer decided that he should be Prince – so he proclaimed that his farm was a free state. It has its own currency and stamps. They sometimes stamp your passport entering.

Perth is a quite city. We stayed in a hostel in Bulwer St. It was very cheap at $12, yet clean and secure, however it is a walk outside the city.

Must see in Perth

· The mint

· Freemantle is a real backpackers delight – great hostels there. Also a good Market

· Botanic Gardens

· Rottness Island

Pemberton was a real highlight. There are 3 trees with metal spikes sticking out in a spiral fashion, so if you’r really brave you can climb up the 75 metre trees. If you don’t want to climb Denmark has a tree top walk.

Wave Rock is not worth a visit unless you are going that way. Some people get a tour from Perth – sit in a bus from about 5 hours, arrive, talk pictures of a rock that looks like a wave, then back in the bus.

Kalgoorlie-Boulder is quite a strange town. It is known for its brothels and miners. Watching an explosion of the mine is worth a look. An explosion takes place daily.

Nullarbor has the longest straight road in Australia. For 90 miles you never touch the steering wheel. Nullarbor, which means treeless, is has several overpriced petrol stations.

Streaky Bay is beautiful, there are plenty of beautiful beaches such as Talia beach. 

Flinders Range is magnificent. Get a plane ride around Wilpena Pound. Wilpena is a strange phenomenon where many mountains are arranged in a circle, giving the appearance of a crater.

Barossa Valley is a great way to get free wine. Its the home of Jacobs Creek and plenty of other wineries.

Adelaide is a very quite place, there is not much nightlife and most people are just moving somewhere else. We stayed at the Backpackers Inn. It gives free rice, apple pie and a $4 ‘all you can eat’ breakfast.

Kangaroo Island was one of the best places I ever visited. For a small Island (the third biggest Island off Australia) it has so much to see. Seals are completely natural at Seal Bay. Little Sahara Desert is great for sand boarding. The Remarkable Rocks are just crazy. We stayed at Timber Creek Lodge, it was quite expensive, yet one of the best hostels I stayed at. The family are really friendly and makes you feel at home. Every minute I stayed on the Island – I just kept thinking “how can I make the next hour more enjoyable than the last”

Back on the Mainland

The Grampions great views and good hikes.

The Great Ocean Road is amazing, all of the natural features are breath taking [in a non asthma sort of way]. This is drivable but the long winding roads are a bit annoying. 

Bells beach is worth a visit – just to see that it is not really a beach and it wasn’t in Point Break.

Tasmania
Most people leave out Tasmania – however it is one of the most beautiful states. The plane is generally cheaper than the ferry. 

Hobart is a very small city. It doesn’t have much nightlife. Mt Nelson can be climbed in a car. From the top you can see most of Hobart. You can also rent a bike and wheel down the hill.

Cadburys Factory is great – although there is not enough free samples – the shop sells cheap chocolate.

Cascade Brewery is quite interesting – you also get free beer. 

Geeviston has a great tree top walk. It also has one of the largest trees in Australia.

Port Arther was a massive prison for the convicts. You get to see what life was like for the prisoners. The tour includes a boat cruise. During the night there is a ghost hunt.

Wine Glass bay is quite a climb, but from the top you can see the bay, which looks like a wine glass. 

In Launston we stayed at Irish Murphy’s and also at the YHA. Both hostels are nice. The Chair lift across the River is marvellous.

Stanley has the Nut – a strange feature that looks like a small Ayres Rock.

Cradle Mountain is beautiful – we stayed in the campground. The walks around Dove lake and the Over land trek are beautiful – although the overland trek takes about 5 days.

Queenstown (the one in Tasmania not New Zealand) is deserted – it is the only place that trees won’t grow in Tasmania. Most people in the area drive better cars than the houses that they live in.

Strahan is very near Queenstown, but really beautiful. The jet boat ride is fantastic. Every night there is a play preformed called “The ship that never was” – this is really funny and informative.

Russle Falls are beautiful – they are shown in almost every photo advertising for Tasmania.

Montazuma Falls are amongst the biggest falls in the Southern Hemisphere

