New Zealand

New Zealand is an absolutely lovely country. Try to spend more time in the south Island. In both, you will see places from the Lord of the Rings. The accent can be difficult to understand sometimes – each vowel is swapped from another random vowel. The best part of New Zealand is outside the cities. The towns and villages are far nicer than the cities.

At peak season – during the summer, you will need to book all of your tours and accommodation well in advance. Some of the main towns like Queenstown can often be booked out completely for weeks. There can be signs entering the town – saying “No accommodation anywhere”

There are 2 main tour operators: Kiwi experience (Kidney experience) and Magic Bus (Tragic) – I preferred to go on an ordinary bus service. Atomic shuttles, in the south Island, is the cheapest way to travel.

South Island

In Christchurch we stayed at Star Times – it was a lovely hostel with a great bar. However there is not much to do in Christchurch.

The train journey from Christchurch to Greymouth is worth doing. Get to the observation carriage as soon as possible – there are some lovely Lord of the Rings views.

Greymouth is quite dead – so we moved on to Franz Joseph. We stayed at the YHA there – it was clean, friendly, huge kitchen and a sauna.  Try to do a Glacier climb.

At Wanaka we stayed at the Purple Cow – this is the best hostel in the town. Go to Puzzling World and the cinema. The cinema is very strange, with sofas and a Morris Minor in front of the screen. You can get Beer and cookies during the film.

Queenstown is probably the best town I was ever in. We stayed at the YHA and Decos Backpackers. Amongst the services offered at Deco’s are free hugs when you are lonely. Not that there is much chance of loneliness in Queenstown. The bars, especially Frazer’s, never seem to close and are great fun. You can do all kinds of extreme sports here incl. hang gliding, bungee jump, sky dive, para bungee, etc. 

Kaikoura is a beautiful town. We stayed at the YHA, it was lovely, however it is a good bit out of town. Swimming with dolphins is a must. Go early for the best sites. You will need to book well in advance for this – but it is worth it.

Getting from one Island to the other is always a bit strange. You will need to book the ferry days in advance. The other option is to fly – which can work out cheaper.

North Island

Wellington [Windy Welly] was my favourite city in New Zealand. We stayed at the YHA. It is really big and is quite friendly. There is not much to do in any of New Zealand’s Cities.

Taupo is the cheapest place to do a Sky Dive. The sky dive company will pick you up in a Limo, give you photos, a great video, a sky dive and beer when you land. Words cannot describe how brilliant it was. We stayed at the YHA – it was lovely. Craters of the Moon are worth a visit (a moonlike landscape)  – they are just a 10 minute bus ride away.

Rotorua is a very smelly place. The smell of sulphur is all over the town and you never get used to it. I stayed at Cactus Jacks. The hostel is very cold and a little dirty, however they do have a thermal spa. Tours around the Bay of Plenty leave every day. But they do smell awful. Lady Knox Geyser is worth a look.

Rotorua has some extreme sports ranging from black and white water rafting to Zorbing (rolling in a big ball).

In Auckland we stayed at the ACB. It is the best hostel in Auckland. It is very big, has a bar, secure and 2 good TV rooms. The sky tower is the tallest building in the southern hemisphere.

Bay Of Islands is worth a visit. I stayed at the Mouse Trap. It is a great hostel with very friendly staff – It also looks like a boat. One-day sailing trips around the islands leave every day.

