Memorial inscriptions from
St Catherine’s Church and
Graveyard, Dublin

Edited by Sean Murphy

Dlve L] nh FUBLICATIONS



MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS FROM
ST CATHERINE’S CHURCH AND

GRAVEYARD DUBLIN

Edited by Sean Munphy

PIVELINA PUBLICATIONS
PUBLIN 1987



Copyright 1987

DIVELINA PUBL ICATIONS

30 Brighton Gardens, Tersnure

Dublin &, lreland

Internatlonal Standard Book HNumber O 9512611 O X
Reproduced xerographlicelly



INTROPUCTION

St Catherine's Church is believed to have been Founded
in the late twelfth century, but the earliest documentary
evidence For its existence is dated 1244, Together with
its sister church and parish of 5t James, S5t Catherine's
was under the control of the Abbey of S5t Thomas the
Martyr, St Thomas's Abbey was founded in 1177 to
commemorate the murdered archbishop of Canterbury,
Thomas a Becket. The abbey buildings were located a
little to the south of the present 5t Catherine's Church
in Thomas Street, and the monks appear to have used the
churchyard for burying strangers, while its own members
were interred in vaults within the abbey.

In the wake of the Reformation of lenry VIII, St
Thomas's Abbey was suppressed in 1539 in common with
other Irish monasteries. The lands of St Thomas's Abbey
were granted by the crown to William Brabazon, ancestor
of the earls of Meath, which family also came to possess
the right to appoint ministers to St Catherine's and St
James's. The parishes of St Catherine, St James and St
John of Kilmainham were united in 1545, remaining thus
until they were again divided into the civil and Church
of Ireland parishes of St Catherine and St James by act
of parliament in 1707.

Following the Reformation two rival ecclesiastical
parish systems operated in Ireland, one the officially-
approved organisation of the established protestant
Church of Ireland, the other the unofficial and
persecuted organisation of the Roman Catholic Chincch,
The union of the catholic parishes of 5t Catherine and
St James lasted until 1724, and the catholic St
Catherine's Church is located in Meath Street, off
Thomas Street. In addition Lo their ecclesiastical
functions, the Church of Treland parish councils or
vestries came to be responsible for a wide range of
civil duties connected with local govermment, including
administration of the watch or police system, paving,
lighting and collection of cess or local taxes. The
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ST CATHERINE'S PUBLIN

baptism, marriage and burial registers of the Church of
Ireland parish of St Catherine date from 1636, have been
printed up to 1715, and the originals are held in local
custody. The vestry minutes date from 1657 and are
deposited in the Representative Church Body Library. The
baptism and marriage registers of the catholic parish of
St Catherine date from 1740, and copies arve available on
mierofilm in the Hational Library of Ireland. Under the
penal, laws catholics were prevented from maintaining
separate graveyards umtil the 1820s, being obliged to
bury in Church of Ireland graveyards, and so catholic
burials will be found recorded in protestant registers.

Notable individuals buried in St Catherine's include
Sir William Brabazon in 1552, the engineer William Mylne
in 1790 and Rev James Whitelaw in 1813, The rebel Robert
Fimet was executed in front of St Catherine's Church in
1803, and there are two modern memorials to him and one
to his Fellow rebels, the texts of whose inscriptions
are given below. The last burial in St Catherine's
graveyard took place in 1898, and dwindling inner city
population led to the closure of St Catherine's Church
in 1966. The church is now in the care of Dublin
Corporation and is currently leased to a brust and used
for commnity and cultural purposes.

The graveyard to the rear of St Catherine's Church was
converted into a public park by Dublin Corporation in
1985, and superficially it may appear to be an
attractive and tasteful piece of work. Unfortunately,
in the course of conversion work about 58 of the 124
surviving tombstones were removed from the graveyard,
and others were uprooted and relocated within the yard.
The missing stones include a memorial to Robert Bagot
amd his ui%e dated 1613-16 (see illustration page 8),
and one to the memory of eighteen children interred by
the Protestant Orphan Scciety 1B40-8.

Evidence that tombstones had been removed, and the
inscriptions from some of the missing stones, were
obtained From a 1972 Dublin Corporation survey (held in
the Commmity and Environment Department), which is
however incomplete and frequently inaccurale in its
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INTROPUCTION

transcription of inscriptions. The destructive treatment
of St Catherine's greatly extended the work of compiling
the memorial inscriptions, and necessitated a complicated
system of double reference of memorials to Lwo maps, one
portraying the graveyard after, the other before,
conversion into a park. The inexcusable act of planning
vandalism committed in St Catherine's Graveyard was
brought to the attention of Corporation officials at the
highest level, but their response has been limited to
simple denials and implausible attempts to blame common
vandals [or the loss of any missing Lombstones.
Graveyards are an important part of the national heritage
and should be carefully preserved or at least treated
sensitively if conversion is unavoidable, but too often
they have been vandalised or even completely obliterated
by their supposed custodians.

In addition Lo the sources cited above and in the text
below, reference was also made to the following public-
ations; H F Berry, 'Notes on a statement dated 1634
regarding ... St Katherine's Churchyard', in Journal of
the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, 37, 1907,
pp 393-6; Rev Mybonnelly, Short historles of Dublin
parishes, part 9 (Carraig Chapbooks reprint, no date);
Rev A L Elliott, 'The Abbey of St Thomas the Martyr,
near Dublin', in Journal RSAI, 22, 1892, pp 25-41;

J T Gilbert ed, Register of the Abbey of St Thomas,
bublin (London 1BA9); Rev Il W B Thompson, A Tecture
entitled '"Ihe first vicar of St Catherine's" (Dublin
1914); 1l F Twiss, "Some ancient deeds of the parishes
of St Catherine and St James, Dublin', in Proceedings
of the Royal Irish Academy, 35, C, 1919, pp 265-81.

In conclusion, the writer would like to thank Canon
John Crawford, minister of 5t Catherine and St James,
Donore Avenue, Dr Raymond Refausse, librarian and
archivist, Representative Church Body Libravy, Ted
Ruddock, University of Edinburgh (who provided infor-
mation on William Mylne), individual staff members of
Dublin Corporation and others who were of assistance in
preparing this record of St Catherine's memorial
inscriptions.

SEAN MURPHY
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MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS
(Numbend without a paefix nefer to map 1, numbens
with the prefix 'C' nefer to map 2)

ALLEN - see PRUTESTANT ORPHIAN SOCIETY

ALLEYN 19/C75

Sacred to the memory of Samuel Alleyn Esq, formerly
of Goolden in the County of Tipperary, who departed
this life on the 26th day of January 1815 in the
8lst year of his age.

ASTON C21

(Prayer,) The above named Richard Aston died of a
malignant fever the 8th December 1826 aged 43 years,
universally regretted, a man of peculiar urbanity
of manners, a kind friend, an affectionate husband
and sincere Christian. [Tombstone no longer in
graveyard, inscription copied from 1972 Dublin
Corporation list.

AYRES 63

This stone and burial place belongeth to Mc Thomas
Ayres ol Engine Alley in Lhe city of Dublin, mer-
chant, and to his posterity. llere lyeth the body of
Mary Ayres, wife of said Thomas, who died the 18th
day of Septenber 1767 aged 567 years. llere also
lyeth the body of said Thomas Ayres who died the
10th day of December 177[2] aged 707 years. llere
also lyeth the bodys of John, Catherine, Marly],
Thomas, Ann, Jonathan, Sarah, Edward and Elizabeth
Ayres, children of said Thomas. llere also lyeth the
body of Jane Ayres, daughter of said Thomas, who
died the 287 day of August 177]5) aged 14 years.
BAGOT C49 '

Hearunder lieth the corps of Robart Bagob of
Drogheda, marchant, survyvine [fealfli of Sainte
Katherins [Clhurch, who deceased Lhe 14 of Februarie
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ST CATHERINE'S PUBLINM
1613, and his wife Ellenor BANIE deceased the 5 of
November 1616, whose souls the lord have mercy upon
Amen, THS. 'W B E'. [Tombstone no longer in grave-
yard, inscription copied from JAPMDI, 4, no 2, 1899,
p 238, and 1972 Dublin Corporation list. JAPMDL
describes the letters 'W B E' as joined by 'a sort
of true lover's knot' and queries why the letter R
for Robert is not in place of W (see drawing page 8).
The term 'Efeaffi' (feofee) possibly means trustee
of parish property, as in 1605 Robert Bagpott con-
veyed to Christopher Bysse a house in St Thomas's
Street, with yearly rent of 15 shillings payable to
St Catherine's Church (RIA Proc, 35, C, 1919, p 280).]

[pALL?] C5B

llere lieth the body of Robert [Ball?] the Combe who
departed this life 15th day of [May?] 1721, Here
lie ... of his children. [Tombstone no longer in
graveyard, inscription copied [rom 1972 Dublin
Corporation list, St Catherine's registers record
that a Robert Ball was buried 16 May 1721, and it
is assumed that the inscription refers to this
person. |

BARKER C26

Sacred to the memory of Mr Fredr Barker, stone
cutter, late of this parish, who died the 21st of
March 1800 aged 58 years. His son Thomas died the
28th of August 1783 aged 9 months. His eldest son
Fredr was killed by the French at Rugheda in Spain
Dec the 13th 1808 aged 27 years. llere also lieth
the remains of Mrs Elizabeth Barker, widow of the
above Fredr Darker, who departed this 1life Feby 20th
1811 aged 64 years. [Tombstone no longer in grave-
yard, inscription copied from 1972 Dublin Corpor-
ation list, ]

BATHE = see DAGOT
DFGG = see 1803 RISING (after EMMET)
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MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS

BENN C104

Here lieth the body of Hen Benn who departed Lhis
life the 18th Jan 1767 aged ..... the bodys of his
wife Hannah, his daughter Eliz, his son William.
llere also lieth the body of Mr William CARPERTHWAITE,
nephew to the above Henry Benn, who departed this
life the 27th November 1779 aged 56 years, also
three of his children. [Tombstone no longer in
graveyard, inscription copied from 1972 Dublin
Corporation !ist.ﬁ

BETFORD - see NELSON
BEVIN - see PROTESTANT ORPUAN SOCTETY

BIRCH 17/C79

The burial place of Eland Birch. Sacred to the mem-
ory of Letitia his mother and of his children Letitia,
John and George who died young. Also of his son
Charles Trousdell died 16th April 1862 aged 42 years.
The above named Eland Birch died 4th Octr 1865 aged
78 years. lere also is buried Anne his wife, who
departed this life March 29th 1878 aged 82 years.
(Prayer.)

BOURNE CB8

This stone erected by John Bourne Esq of William
Street to the memory of his much lamented son
William K Bourne Esq, who departed this life 19th
May 1818 aped 24 years. Also the remains of Margaret,
wife of Benjamin FATON Esq of this city, architect,
who departed this life on the 22nd February 1834
aged 49 years. llere also lie Lhe remains of William
CURTIS Esqr, brother-in-law of the above named W K
Bourne, who deparcted this life BLh Sept 1861 aged

73 years. Also Lhe remains of Harriel Curtis, widow
and sister respectively of the above, who departed
this life 23rd Sept [1871] aged 73 years. [Tombstone
no longer in graveyard, inscription copied from 1972
Dublin Corporation list. UHarriet Curtis's year of
death supplied From St Catherine's burial registers. |
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DBRABAZON -

Sub hoe tumulo in Christo obdormil Gulielmus
Brabazon, eques auratus, qui triginta annos belli
thesaurarius et quater dominus justiciarius hujus
regni libernae florit. Athlon Castrum primis
expugnavit, unde Provincia Conachtia et ejusdem
incolo civilibus institutis facilius jam inde
exculti fuerunt. Vir ob. justiciam benignilalem et
liberalitatem laudastissimus, Elizabetham CLIFFORDiam
ex illustri Comitum Cumbrio stirpe oriundam in
uxorem duxit e qua duos filios totidemque Filias
suscepit. Eduardam militem et regni censiliarium
Anthoniam quondam Conachtiae profectum. Annam
Culielmi TWAITS armigeri uxorem, et Elizabetham
primum Johanni GIFFORDE ammigero postea llenrico
duco equiti aurato enuptam. Obiit apud Knockfergus
ammo salutis 1548 - die. - Optimo patri Edwardus
filius mostissimus posuit.

Here lieth the body of Sir William Brabazon Knt,
who continued tresoror in this kingdom XXXII years,
in which time he was lord justice V several times,
he was the first Englishiman that planted in Conoght
and wan Lhe Castle of Athlone, lle served in the
reigne of Kings llenry the VIII and King Edward the
VI. His son Sir Fdward Brabazon Ent, lord Baron of
Ardee, purposeth to be entowbed by his falher and
mother,

[This inscription is copied from JARMDL, 4, no 2,
1899, pp 238-9, itself quoting from the Irish
Builder, 1898. It-is noted that the momment was
destroyed in 1765 when the present 5t Catherine's
Church was being built, and no other momunent to
the Brabazon family was ever erected. It is also
stated that the correct date of Sir William
Brabazon's death is July 1552, and that he died in
Ulster, having his heart interred with his ancestors
at Eastwell, and his body buried in the chancel of
5t Catherine's Chuarch. ]
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MEMORIAL TNSCRIPTIONS

BRADY 7/C113

IHS. Gloria in Excelsis Deo. This stone is erected
by Catherine Brady in memory of her beloved husband
James Brady, late of Leinster Lane, who departed
this life 12 Nov 18347 [18212] aged 44 years. Also
their son Richard Brady who departed this life on
the 29th day of Jany 1837 aged 22 years.

BRAY 53/C59

llere lieth the bady of Mrs Ann Bray, wife of Robert
Bray Esq of Jame's (sic) Street, who departed the
Lith day of January 1781 aged 76 years. llere also
are deposited the remains of Mrs Ann RAWLINS, late
of Clare Street, daughter of the above named Mr and
Mrs Bray, who departed this life 28th of Nov 1819
aged 72 years. [Most of inscription now illegible,
details copied from 1972 Dublin Corporation list.]

BROWN 60

llere lyeth the body of Mrs Allice Brown [wife of Mr]
George Brown of ... who departed this life 13 of
Sepr ... aged ?0 years. [Inscription wori. |

BRYAN 47/C24

This stone was erected by George Bryan of the city

of Dublin in memory of his mother [Sarah?] Bryan

who died ye 3 of July 1769 aged 76 years. llere also
lieth the body of Elizabeth Bryan, wife to Lhe above
George Bryan, who departed this life the 18th? [10th?]
of May 1783 aged 60 years. Here also lieth the remains
of the above George Bryan, nirler in ormon maker (?7),
who departed this life the 27th of March 1798 aged

68 years. [Wilson's Dublin Directory 1768 contains

an entry for George Brien, butcher, Newmarket. ]

BUCKLEY - see PROTESTANT ORPHAN SOCTETY
BUTTERWORTLL 55/C67

Here lies Lhe remains of Sarah, Lhe wife of Janes
Butterworth, who died the 6th of Decr 1836 aged 40

13



ST CATHERINE'S DUBLIN

years. Also two of their children. Also James her
lwsband who died 3ist of Decr 1873 aged B7 years.
Also his daughter Eliza who died 7th January 1878.

BYRNE 61/C34

Sacred to the memory of Thomas Byrne, late of
Parliament St in the city of Dublin, printer, who
died on 16 of July 1803 aged about 53 years. And of
(Rebecca WILSON) (sic) his wife who died in February
1799 aged about 40 years. This stone is erected by
their son Mathew Todd Byrne of the Army Medical
Department, Dublin. Here lieth the remains of his
wife Frances (GIBSON) who died the 7 of May 1807
aged about 30 years. Also two of their infant
children. Also the remains of the said M T Bymme
who died on the 28th of November 1834 [aged 56
years].

BYRNE - see 1803 RISING (after EMMET)

CAMFRELL 5/C108

This stone was erected by Jane Campbell in memory

of her beloved husband Daniel Campbell who departed
this life the 18th? of July 1812 aged 49 years.

Also her father and mother George and Anne HARDOURNE.
Also her brother and sister Wm and Amne ...

CAROLL 14/C62

Erected by Saml Caroll in memory of his beld daugr
Isabella Caroll who died Decr 19th 1B37 aged 4
years. [This inscription is very deeply cut and
legible. St Catherine's registers record that the
child resided in Cork Street, died of a 'decline’
and was buried 20 December 1837.]

CARPERTUWALTE - sec BENN
CLARKE - see PROTESTANT ORPUAN SOCIETY

CLIFFORD = see BRABAZON
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MEMORTAL INSCRIPTIONS

COONEY €53

IS, This stone was erected by Mrs Mary Cooney in
memory of her beloved husband Cornelius Cooney,

late of Marrowbone Lane, cotton manufacturer, who
departed this life the 3rd of May 1868 aged 36
years. Also one of their children Miss Bridgl Cooney
aged four yesrs. [Tombstone no longer in graveyard,
inscrijptiun copied from 1972 Dublin Corporation

ist,

CURTIS - see DBOURNE

CUSACK? 30/C38

In memory of Patrick Cusack Roney? ... |Inscription
very faint. The 1972 Dublin Corporation list version
reads: In memoriam Patrick Cusack Roney Clming ...
about the 4th December 18.. anno 70 natus. ]

DALY 44/C71

This stone and burial place belongeth to Me Thomas
Daly of Engine Ally and his posterity. llere lieth
the body of Lhe above Thomas who departed this life
the 19th of February AD 1785 aged 57 years.

DEAKERS 49/C4

This stone was erected by Eliza Deakers in remem-
brance of her Leloved son Richard Deakers who died
on the 10th of April 1837 aged 31 years, leaving
wife and three children to deplore his loss. And
also his beloved father Lambert Deakers who died
13th? [15th?] of July 1840 aged 60 years.

[DIVHEE] - see PROTESTANT ORFIIAN SOCIELY
DONNELLY - see 1803 RISING (after FMMET)

DONOVAN C40

1807. Miss Susan Donovan departed this life on the
9th of November aged 25 years. [Tonbstone no longer
in graveyard, inscription copied from 1972 publin
Corporation list.
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RT
DOWLING - see HALL

[WYER] €20

IliS. This stone was erected by Mr L... [Dwyer] of
Jervis St to the memory of his beloved daughter
Clarinda who departed this life June ... 1829 aged
11 years. [Tombstone no longer in graveyard,
inscription copied from 1972 Dublin Corporation
list. St Catherine's registers record that the
child died of fever, was buried 21 June 1829 and
also supply the surname. ] .

FATOM - see BOURNE

IMMET 73

In the roadway opposite this tablet Robert Fmmet
died in the cause of Irish freedom 20th September
1803. Erected by the Thomas Moore Society 1951.

FMMET 74

Robert Emmet died in the cause of Irish freedom on
20th September 1803 outside this church. Ervected by
the Corporation of Dublin and the American Irish
Foundation 1978.

1803 RISING 75
These men took part in the 1803 Rising:
Edward KEARNEY, carpenter, hanged Thomas St Sep 1
twen KIRWAN, tailor, hanged Thomas St Sep 1
- Maxwell ROACH, slater, hanged Thomas 5L Sep 2
Denis Lambert REDMOND, coal factor, hanged Coal
Qy, Wood (Jy, Sep 8
John KILLEEN, carpenter, hanged Thomas 5t Sep 10
John MCCAMMN, shoemaker, hanged Thomas S5t Sep 10
Felix ROURKE, farm labourer, hanged Rathcoole
Sep 10, at his own door
Thomas KEENAN, carpenter, hanged Thomas St Sep 11
John IAYES, carpenter, hanged Thomas 5t Sep 17
Michael KELLY, carpenter, hanged Thomas 5t Sep 17
James BYRME, baker, hanged in Townsend 5t Sep 17
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John BEGG, tailor, hanged in Townsend St Sep 17
Thomas DONNELLY, factory worker, hanged Palmerstown

Sep 17

Nicholas TYRRELL, factory worker, hanged Palmerstown
Sep 17

Hency HOWLEY, carpenter, hanged Kilmainham Jail
Sep 28

John MCINTOSH, carpenter, hanged Patrick 5t Ocl 3
Unveiled by Michael Mullen, Gen Sec I'T&GWU, on
behalf of the Dublin History Workshop Sept 28 1980.

ENRLIGHT C57

The grave of Maria Enright, the beloved wife of
Corporal George Enright ... IIM 98th Regm ... She
died on 8th March 1859 aged 92 (sic) years. [Tomb-
stone no longer in graveyard, inscription copied
from 1972 Dublin Corporation list. SL Catherine's
registers record that the deceased was aged only

s I r?sided at 68 Cork Street and was buried B March
1859,

EVANS €98

... children who died ... William Evans depart ...
31st day of July 1799 ... year of his age. [Tomb-
stone no longer in graveyard, inscription copied
from 1972 Dublin Corporation list. ]

FITZGERALD C15

This stone belongs ... Peter Fitzgerald ... The
weaver Dublin ... 1749 ... [Tombstone no longer in
graveyard, inscription copied from 1972 Dublin
Corporation list.?

FITZSIMONS - see REGAN

FLOOD 11/cz2
[177] 10S 29. This stone amd burial place belong to
Michael Flood of Tho Street card m... Here lieth 7

of his child[ren]. [Top left hand corner of stone
broken off, inscribed date is almost certainly 1729.]
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FORSYIHE - see PROTESTANT ORIMAN SOCTERY

FURY C30

This stone and burial place belongeth Lo John Fury,
late of Meath Street, hatter. llere lyeth the body

of Ann Fury, wife to the above, who dyed in the

year 1747 aged 40 years. Here also lyeth the body

of the above John Fury who dyed the 7th of May 1762
aged 60 years. [Tombstone no longer in graveyard,
inscription copied from 1972 Dublin Corporation list.]

GALBRALTH 16/C80
In loving memory of Juliet, daughter of John and
Mary Galbraith, who died Bth of June 1813 aped 28
years. (Prayer.)

GANNON - see REGAN

GIBSON - see DYRNE

GIFFORDE - spe BRABAZON

GREEN - see PROTESTANT ORPHAN SOCLETY

GREGG 65

Frected by the parishoners of 5t Catherine's as a
monument of their esteem for the Christian zeal,
fidelity and usefulness of their late curate, the
Revd Thomas Gregg AM, who for the space of eleven
years ministered unto them in holy things. (Tribule
in words and verse.) lle departed this life April
22nd 1846 aged 46 years. His mortal remains rest in
Ardagh. [Wall plaque in church. ]

GRIERSON €69

llere lieth the body of Mrs Mary Grierson, wife of
Jolm Grierson of the city of ublin, merchi, who
departed this life 12th of August 1800 aged 26
rears. Also W Grierson their son who died young.
Tonbstone no longer in graveyard, inscription
copied from 1972 Dublin Corporation lizﬂ;t..l]3

18






	01.pdf
	01a.pdf
	02.pdf
	03.pdf
	04.pdf
	05.pdf
	06.pdf
	07.pdf
	08.pdf
	09.pdf
	10.pdf
	11.pdf
	12.pdf
	13.pdf
	14.pdf
	15.pdf
	16.pdf
	17.pdf
	18.pdf

