"AN OLD FRIEND": EDDIE BUTCHER
by Hugh Shields

(An appreciation of the Magilligan, co Derry, singer Eddie Butcher who died on 8
September 1980)

From Ceol Tire (Newsletter of the Folk Music Society of Ireland) 18 November 1980
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wa N 0L D FRIEND" EDDI & BUTCHER

The dealh of Eddie Butcher on & Ssptembar has robbed um of tha

ringnt folk sinper | have had for o friend, and of g man of

great warmth and humanity. Eddie first introduced me to tra

ditional singing when tweniy-seven years ago we had our firmt

maating. Ameng the sixty—odd songa I wrote down from bhim in
those early daye, when Paper and pencil were mll the aids I

knew, thes one here given is a it memoriaml.

The word to describe him rhymes with his name: steady. A
dependable character if there wae one, av steady as the *Hock®
full of obstinate ideas of hias

below which he lived hias 1irle;
deeply imbued with his own

own, and loving to ba praised;
culture and only really bappy in its familiar surroundings. It

was a compliment to the Soeisty that he made himeoelf so much

at home when he sang at Essex 5t, Dublin, in Saptember 19715.

Eddie was born in 14900 in the uwpper lands of Magilligan, co

berry, one of a family of ten who were moatly singers and who
learned songs from the bountiful source of their father. In
the thirties he married Gracie Carr and thay had a family of
two hoye and three ,;rirles, all still living in the distriect.
Though not given to travel he was persuaded on three occasions
to visit Dublin, and once Dundalk (he made a song about that).
He sang on radie and recorde - one EP and three LPs — and
maken the major contributien of songs and lore to a book on
Iolk singing in Magilligan which I am just now proof-reading.
Unhaprily he won't eas it, to arplaud or to reprove. My last
memory of him remains the phone call be made on the night be
fore he died, to chat about a recent radio programme which

featursd some of hin owh numerous compositions.
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Buc when | arose fiow

A herwut to me Aid a

His 4tey haw huu_g Aown wii.;ﬁa wmbgr
kit n

He sSpoke 2 bid me never four -

Sayin arise lee us afl be wmited

for | aw a brothe- depeng

Arise without mwore  Sadutatiog

Ad wever despise an ouwld Fiend

I arose w.fl:ftmt: mofe ﬂfut‘ﬁ-ﬂ&:ﬁ
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Kuig Sir, S« Wy cause £ 55 fgff‘?""
l|‘ WS St b;Ej fl':tt? F{?WFFS' ﬁlrﬂtﬁm?,
Qf . Fﬂfrf-ﬂ'&. he JFE&' ﬂ:!f &Llﬂﬁﬂﬁdﬂ,
For ﬁﬂ‘fgﬁq HE Ll &FﬂfﬁfTJy fbyfr
And |l a the km’ghf ot his ﬁﬁ:u-uﬁn
I¢s cause | u-:.—';H always dé’@nqj >
£ gmp{‘rr:‘ad in the _:.‘i'uuum":: "Fﬂﬂ}’ﬁ'ﬂf
Yo will never despise  an ould Frignd.

As Sgpn as he finished those varses
His harp on his shoulder he thipw

We kindly ShooR. hands aud the, pated
Kind sir | nuse bfff you adiew .

Thenn a fif-"k‘."ﬁlglé’ with I'l'ght horses ascended
The aufels around did altend.

Ang e lase wotds he Spoke aé cur parting
Was to fiever despize &un Culd friend.

Eddie Butcher will be remembered with affection by many who
have learned from him, and not only songs. The education he
bestowed was an experience; it is not obtainable from print,

media, or any learned institution.

Hugh Shields
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THANXS T0 OUR PFIRGST I RERTIERSS

Tom Munnelly has been Hon. Treasurer of the Society ainuu'it
begany for over nine years he has performed efficiently and
punctually a function more demanding than our slender resours
ces might lead one to expect. Now resident in Clare, he has
found liaison inconvenient in view of our Dublin focus.

While retiring as Treasurer, he remains a member of the com- 2
mittee. We thank him for his service in the former function ﬂ
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