Resume of Sir Patrick Wemyss

Patrick Wemyss (Wemys, Weames, Weemes, Waymes) was a close associate of the Earl of Ormond from the 1620’s. He was a cousin of Elizabeth Preston, Lady Ormond and indeed it is believed that it was Sir Patrick who introduced the couple. He came to Ireland in about 1629 and Walter Ormond granted him lands at Danesfort ad Bennettsbridge. They had land deals in the counties of Kilkenny, Tipperary and Carlow. He was made a freeman of Waterford in 1633 and sheriff of Kilkenny from 1631 to 1635. Through his marriage to Mary Wheeler who was a daughter of Jonah Wheeler, the Bishop of Ossory; and through her he established many powerful local connections.


In 1639 he went to Scotland acting as messenger Between Ormond and Charles. As a member of Ormond’s army he fought at Julianstown, Mellifont and Drogheda in 1641/2. He also fought at Kilrush in 1642 when it is reputed that his horse was shot from under him. In 1643 he acted as messenger to bring Ormond the Kings letter authorising him to negotiate a cessation with the Confederates. In December 1644 and January 1645 he was involved with Henry Moore’s mother and others in a plot to capture Drogheda and hand it to the Scots. He was imprisoned for his actions and Ormond broke with him. From his prison he wrote to the King and Francis Hamilton. He claimed he had the support of Charles for his actions. In his letters to Col.Wemys and to Major Crawford he stressed his Scottish origins. He was exchanged for Sir Henry Tichbourne in late 1645. In 1646 he was based in Ulster and in the following year he was Colonel of a regiment of horse. It was during this period that he was knighted. In 1654 he was a commissioner to raise assessments for Ireland and he was also an alderman of Kilkenny He was M.P for Kilkenny in 1661 the year in which he died.

Note:



Patrick’s father’s name is unknown. Sir W. Frazer the author of Memorials of the Family of Wemyss of Wemyss has references to many Patricks, but none could be identified with him or any that married Elizabeth Preston who is recorded as Patrick’s mother.
